
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity has thir teen col leges au tho rized to of fer 
pro grams lead ing to mas ter's and doc toral de grees: 

Ag ri cul ture and Nat u ral Re sources 
Arts and Let ters 
The Eli Broad Col lege of Busi ness 
Com mu ni ca tion Arts and Sci ences 
Ed u ca tion 
En gi neering 
Hu man Med i cine 
Music
Nat u ral Sci ence 
Nursing 
Os teo pathic Med i cine 
So cial Sci ence 
Vet er i nary Med i cine

The Grad u ate School as sists in the co or di na tion, fa cil i ta tion,
and in te gra tion of grad u ate ed u ca tion pro grams. Visit us at
www.grad.msu.edu, or call 1-517-355-0301.

The Dean of the Grad u ate School, in con junc tion with the Uni -
ver sity Com mit tee on Grad u ate Studies, ex er cises over all re view
and su per vi sion of grad u ate pro grams con ducted in the col leges.
Each col lege is re spon si ble for de vel op ing grad u ate pro grams
con sis tent with the high est pro fes sional stan dards of the re spec -
tive fields. To pro vide ac cess to cer tain fields of study, some col -
leges and de part ments of fer mas ter’s de gree pro grams at var i ous 
lo ca tions and online. All academic pro grams are in the hands of
com pe tent fac ulty en joy ing na tional and in ter na tional rep u ta tions.

The de scrip tions of grad u ate pro grams of fered in the col leges
at test to the va ri ety of in tel lec tual op por tu ni ties pro vided by this
Uni ver sity. In for ma tion on the re quire ments of any given ma jor
may be found in the pages which fol low in this sec tion and in the

sec tions de scrib ing the in di vid ual col leges, de part ments, and
schools. 

The or ga ni za tional struc ture of the col leges, di vi sions, schools, 
and de part ments for in struc tional pro grams is shown in The Ac a -
demic Pro gram sec tion of this cat a log. 

In for ma tion on fees, gen eral pro ce dures and reg u la tions,
hous ing, and fa cil i ties is given in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i -
cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions sec tion of this cat a log.

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity re serves the right to mod ify or elim i -
nate pro grams that are de scribed in this pub li ca tion. In the event
such an ac tion is taken, stu dents af fected will be ad vised by their
units of the op tions avail able to them to com plete their de grees.
Ev ery rea son able ef fort will be made to per mit stu dents to com -
plete these pro grams or sim i lar pro grams. 

For eign Lan guage Requirements

In di vid ual de part ments, schools, or col leges may, with the ap -
proval of the Uni ver sity Grad u ate Coun cil, re quire com pe tency in
for eign lan guages as part of the re quire ments for grad u ate de -
grees.  Such re quire ments are spec i fied in cat a log de scrip tions of 
the pro grams.

De part ments, schools, or col leges that re quire one or more for -
eign lan guages as part of their grad u ate de gree re quire ments are
re spon si ble for cer ti fy ing com pe tency.  This can be done ei ther by 
uti liz ing their own fac ulty or by mak ing ar range ments with the ap -
pro pri ate lan guage de part ment(s).  Each such unit shall de velop
a writ ten pol icy es tab lish ing guide lines for de ter min ing lan guage
com pe tency.

Stu dents may meet the Ger man re quire ment by sat is fac to rily
com plet ing Ger man 400, and the Rus sian re quire ment by sat is -
fac to rily com plet ing Rus sian 410.

1

GRAD U ATE 
ED U CA TION



Pol icy on Re search with Hu man Sub jects

Re fer to the state ment on Pol icy on Re search with Hu man Sub -
jects in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u -
la tions sec tion of this cat a log.

 The Grad u ate School will not ac cept mas ter's the ses or doc -
toral dis ser ta tions con tain ing re search in volv ing hu man sub jects
that have not had prior re view and ap proval by the Uni ver sity Hu -
man Re search Pro tec tion Pro gram In sti tu tional Re view Board.

Stu dent Rights and Re spon si bil ities

Re fer to the state ment on Stu dent Rights and Re spon si bil ities in
the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions
sec tion of this cat a log. 

AD MIS SION

A se nior in or a grad u ate of this university or of an other in sti tu tion
hav ing sub stan tially the same re quire ments for a bach e lor's de -
gree may ap ply for ad mis sion to a grad u ate pro gram.

 Ad mis sion to the university is con di tioned upon the ap pli cant's
pro vid ing ac cu rate and cur rent ad mis sions in for ma tion and upon
the ap pli cant's up dat ing such data if cir cum stances arise that
make the pre vi ously pro vided in for ma tion in ac cu rate, mis lead ing, 
or in com plete in an im por tant way. Sub mis sion of an ap pli ca tion
au tho rizes the university to in ves ti gate the ac cu racy of state -
ments made and data pro vided by the ap pli cant and those who
sub mit ma te ri als or in for ma tion on be half of the ap pli cant. Fal si fi -
ca tions, mis rep re sen ta tions or omis sions in ap pli ca tion an swers
or sup port ing data may con sti tute grounds to deny or re voke ad -
mis sion to the university. Ad mis sion to the university may be de -
nied or re voked if the university learns that an in di vid ual has
en gaged in con duct that in di cates to the university that the in di vid -
ual is not ready to be a re spon si ble mem ber of the university com -
mu nity. 

Ac cep tance of an ap pli cant for ad mis sion to a pro gram lead ing
to a mas ter's de gree, a doc toral de gree, an ed u ca tional spe cial ist
de gree, or a Type 2 grad u ate cer tif i cate pro grams is de ter mined
by the ac a demic unit and the dean of the col lege in which the pro -
gram is of fered. For the fol low ing in ter de part men tal pro grams,
the fac ulty who are as so ci ated with the pro gram, in ad di tion to the
fac ulty of the ac a demic unit, re view ap pli ca tions for ad mis sion
and rec om mend ac cep tance of ap pli cants for ad mis sion. These
pro grams are: Multidepartmental Doc toral Pro gram in En vi ron -
men tal Tox i col ogy, In ter de part men tal Pro gram in Ecol ogy, Evo -
lu tion ary Bi ol ogy and Be hav ior, and the In ter de part men tal
Grad u ate Pro grams in Plant Breed ing and Ge net ics.

The ac cep tance de ci sion is made af ter con sid er ation of the ap -
pli cant's ac a demic re cord, ex pe ri ence, per sonal qual i fi ca tions,
and pro posed pro gram of study. The chief ac a demic of fi cer of the
university has au thor ity to grant waiv ers of usual en trance re -
quire ments upon rec om men da tion of the Dean of the Grad u ate
School.

Ap pli ca tion Pro ce dure

Ad mis sion to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is open to all can di dates
on the ba sis of ac a demic prep a ra tion and abil ity, and the avail abil -
ity of space in the de sired ac a demic pro gram, and with out re gard
to race, color, gen der, gen der iden tity, re li gion,  na tional or i gin, po -
lit i cal per sua sion, sex ual ori en ta tion, mar i tal sta tus, dis abil ity,
height, weight, vet eran sta tus, age, or (in the case of U. S. cit i -
zens) fi nan cial need.

The ap pli cant for ad mis sion at the grad u ate level must: 
1. Com plete the On line Ap pli ca tion for Ad mis sion to Grad u ate

Study, sub mit it with a credit card num ber or by elec tronic
check or money or der to cover the ap pli ca tion fee.  Send all
ad di tional ma te ri als di rectly to the de part ment, school or pro -
gram to which admission is sought. 

2. Re quest the reg is trar of each col lege or uni ver sity at tended
to send one copy of each of fi cial tran script (trans lated into
Eng lish, if needed) di rectly to the de part ment, school or pro -
gram to which ad mis sion is sought. Transcripts of work taken 
at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity need not be re quested. 

3. Have three let ters of rec om men da tion sent elec tron i cally to
the chair per son or di rec tor of the de part ment or school to
which ad mis sion is sought. 

4. Take any ex am i na tions re quired by the col lege and de part -
ment or school and have the test ing agency for ward of fi cial
re sults to the de part ment or school to which ad mis sion is
sought. For ad di tional in for ma tion, re fer to the ap pro pri ate
col lege and de part ment or school sec tion of this cat a log. 

5. Ful fill any ad di tional re quire ments and pro ce dures of the col -
lege and de part ment or school to which ad mis sion is sought. 

To ensure full con sid er ation, the ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion, the
ap pli ca tion fee, of fi cial tran scripts, let ters of rec om men da tion,
test scores, and other re quired doc u ments must be re ceived by
the ap pro pri ate of fices at least nine months prior to the an tic i -
pated first se mes ter of en roll ment. 

If the ap pli cant is also ap ply ing for fi nan cial aid, the ap pli ca tion
ma te ri als must be re ceived nine months prior to the first se mes ter 
of en roll ment. An ap pli ca tion for an assistantship, fel low ship, or
schol ar ship for a fall se mes ter is as sured of full con sid er ation if
re ceived be fore Jan u ary 1, of that year, un less the ap pli ca tion is
for a spe cial form of fi nan cial aid car ry ing an ear lier dead line date. 
Some awards of fi nan cial aid are made ear lier than Jan u ary 1,
and the ap pli cant is there fore en cour aged to file the ap pli ca tion as 
early as pos si ble. 

Ap pli ca tions for loans for new stu dents are made through the
Of fice of Fi nan cial Aid and should be re turned to that of fice be fore 
April 1, ex cept for such loans as may carry a later dead line date.

See the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u -
la tions sec tion of this cat a log for fur ther de tails.

Con cur rent Ap pli ca tion to a Grad u ate Pro gram

Ap pli cants seek ing ad mis sion to a grad u ate pro gram may ap ply
to two pro grams con cur rently in or der to seek ad mis sion to the
pro gram that is the ap pro pri ate field of study for their needs. Sub -
mis sion of ap pli ca tions con cur rently may be for any two pro grams 
se lected from mas ter’s de gree pro grams, ed u ca tional spe cial ist
de gree pro grams, grad u ate cer tif i cate (Type 2) pro grams, and/or
doc toral de gree pro grams. For each pro gram, the ap pli cant must

file a sep a rate ap pli ca tion and pay a sep a rate ap pli ca tion fee.

Ad mis sion to a De gree Pro gram

An ap pli cant for ad mis sion to a grad u ate pro gram lead ing to a
mas ter's de gree or an ed u ca tional spe cial ist de gree must be a
se nior in or a grad u ate of an in sti tu tion hav ing sub stan tially the
same re quire ments for a bach e lor's de gree as Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity. An ap pli cant for ad mis sion to a doc toral or doc tor of
education de gree pro gram may be re quired to have com pleted a
mas ter's pro gram or its equiv a lent. In cer tain de part ments and
schools, how ever, a stu dent may be al lowed to be gin a doc toral
pro gram di rectly af ter ob tain ing a bach e lor's de gree. Normally, a
grade–point av er age of at least 3.00 (B) in the third and fourth
years of un der grad u ate study is re quired by all de part ments and
schools for reg u lar ad mis sion to grad u ate pro grams. 
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Upon ad mis sion to a grad u ate pro gram a stu dent is clas si fied in 
one of two cat e go ries, reg u lar or pro vi sional. Spe cific cri te ria for
dis tin guish ing be tween these cat e go ries are de ter mined within
each col lege for its own pro grams. In gen eral, these cri te ria are: 
1. Reg u lar:  Stu dents who are con sid ered to be fully qual i fied to 

un der take a pro gram to ward the grad u ate de gree for which
they are ad mit ted. 

2. Pro vi sional:  Stu dents of prom ise who have some re me di a -
ble in ad e quacy of qual i fi ca tion such as a mi nor de fi ciency in
sub ject–mat ter prep a ra tion or for whom there is in com plete
in ter pre ta tion of avail able re cords. A stu dent who is ad mit ted
to pro vi sional sta tus will be el i gi ble for change to reg u lar sta -
tus when spe cific writ ten con di tions for trans fer to reg u lar
sta tus have been met.

Change in Pro gram

Grad u ate stu dents cur rently en rolled in a de gree pro gram but
wish ing to en ter a dif fer ent de gree pro gram should ap ply to the
ac a demic unit ad min is ter ing the pro posed new pro gram at least
six weeks in ad vance of the dead line set by the unit for or di nary
ap pli ca tions.

Col lat eral Courses

A grad u ate stu dent ad mit ted with de fi cien cies in ac a demic back -
ground may be re quired to take col lat eral courses in ad di tion to
the pre scribed courses of a pro gram. Credits earned in col lat eral
courses do not count to ward the min i mum credit re quire ments for
a de gree.

De layed En roll ment

If a per son files an ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion to a grad u ate pro -
gram for a spe cific se mes ter and is ac cepted but does not en roll
for that se mes ter, that per son may re new his or her ap pli ca tion
within a pe riod of one year. If af ter one year that per son still has
not reg is tered at Mich i gan State University, that per son must file a
new ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion. 

Dual En roll ment by Un der grad u ates

Dual en roll ment pro vides an op por tu nity for ac a dem i cally tal -
ented un der grad u ate stu dents to en roll in grad u ate courses and
con duct re search to wards a grad u ate de gree while com plet ing
the last two years of their bach e lor’s de gree(s) pro grams.

To be con sid ered for dual en roll ment, the stu dent must first file
an Ap pli ca tion for Ad mis sion to Grad u ate Study, as in di cated un -
der Ap pli ca tion Pro ce dure in this sec tion of the cat a log and be ad -
mit ted into a grad u ate pro gram.  Sub se quent to ad mis sion to a
grad u ate pro gram, in reg u lar sta tus, the stu dent must com plete a
Re quest for Dual En roll ment Sta tus form, avail able from the Of -
fice of the Reg is trar.  A stu dent who is ac cepted for dual en roll -
ment can be ad mit ted to both the un der grad u ate and grad u ate
de gree pro gram upon reach ing ju nior stand ing.

Within the first se mes ter of dual en roll ment, the stu dent’s grad -
u ate de gree pro gram ad viser must be iden ti fied and the ap pro pri -
ate grad u ate de gree guid ance com mit tee es tab lished. The
ad viser and com mit tee as sist the stu dent in de vel op ing a pro gram 
of study for the grad u ate de gree.  Ad mis sion to grad u ate study
and the Re quest for Dual En roll ment Sta tus form must both be ap -
proved be fore work to ap ply to ward a grad u ate de gree pro gram is
un der taken. Cred its com pleted prior to ad mis sion to grad u ate
study can not be ap plied to ward a grad u ate de gree pro gram.

A stu dent will be clas si fied as an un der grad u ate un til the min i -
mum num ber of cred its re quired for a first bach e lor’s de gree is
com pleted. When the stu dent is clas si fied as a grad u ate stu dent,

el i gi bil ity be gins for grad u ate assistantships, other forms of
grad u ate stu dent fi nan cial aid, or those ser vices and pre rog a tives 
nor mally reserved for graduate students. 

A stu dent pays un der grad u ate tu i tion up to the to tal num ber of
cred its re quired for a first bach e lor’s de gree(s) in his/her ma jor(s), 
at which point grad u ate tu i tion is ap pli ca ble and stu dents are el i gi -
ble for grad u ate fel low ships and assistantships. If ap proved by
the grad u ate pro gram, a max i mum of nine cred its, at the
400-level or higher, from the un der grad u ate de gree pro gram can
be ap plied to ward the re quire ments for the grad u ate de gree pro -
gram for cred its completed after admission to graduate study.

In se mes ters when the stu dent is du ally en rolled, fed eral fi nan -
cial aid des ig nated for the first bach e lor’s  de gree (Fed eral Pell
Grant and Fed eral Sup ple men tal Ed u ca tional Op por tu nity Grant
(SEOG)) will be de ter mined based upon the num ber of un der -
grad u ate cred its only.  Awards will be man u ally ad justed as nec -
es sary once the stu dent is reg is tered.  Stu dents are not el i gi ble
for fi nan cial aid as a grad u ate stu dent un til the se mes ter af ter the
min i mum num ber of cred its re quired for the first bach e lor’s de -
gree has been earned.

Fac ulty Mem bers of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Ad mis -
sion to Grad u ate Study

A fac ulty mem ber with the rank of pro fes sor, as so ci ate pro fes sor,
or as sis tant pro fes sor may not earn a doc toral de gree from Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity. Any waiver of this reg u la tion may be made
only by agree ment of the Uni ver sity Com mit tee on Grad u ate
Studies and the pro vost prior to the be gin ning of the pro gram. A
fac ulty mem ber may earn a mas ter’s de gree at Michigan State
University.

Housing

New stu dents may ap ply for hous ing af ter the no tice of ac cep -
tance for ad mis sion is is sued. Spe cific in struc tions are pro vided
with the no tice of ac cep tance. For mer stu dents may ap ply for
hous ing fa cil i ties af ter their ap pli ca tions for re ad mis sion have
been ac cepted. Al though ad di tional stu dents may be ac com mo -
dated in university hous ing, hous ing res er va tions are guar an teed
only for fresh men. See Housing and the Uni ver sity Housing Pol -
icy in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la -
tions sec tion of this cat a log for more in for ma tion on university
hous ing reg u la tions and fa cil i ties.

Re ad mis sion to Orig i nal Pro gram

Grad u ate stu dents whose en roll ment at Mich i gan State Uni ver -
sity is in ter rupted for any rea son so that they have not been en -
rolled for three con sec u tive se mes ters, in clud ing the sum mer
Ses sions, must ap ply for re ad mis sion via the web at
www.reg.msu.edu at least two months prior to the first day of reg -
is tra tion for the se mes ter in which the stu dent ex pects to re sume
grad u ate stud ies. Fac ulty will eval u ate the ap pli ca tion to de ter -
mine ad mis sion.

Re ad mis sion with Change of Pro gram

A grad u ate stu dent wish ing to pur sue a de gree or pro gram other
than the one orig i nally sought, and who has not been en rolled for
three con sec u tive se mes ters, in clud ing the sum mer Ses sions, or
who has com pleted prior courses of study, must file a new grad u -
ate ap pli ca tion as noted in the Ap pli ca tion Pro ce dure sec tion of
this cat a log.
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IN TER NA TIONAL STU DENT AD MIS SION

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity wel comes ap pli ca tions from in ter na -
tional stu dents and is au tho rized by the U.S. gov ern ment to is sue
Forms I-20 and DS-2019 to as sist non-im mi grants to ap ply for F
and J vi sas.

A pro spec tive in ter na tional stu dent should con tact the grad u -
ate de part ment to which they wish to ap ply and ask for the grad u -
ate ap pli ca tion in for ma tion packet.  We rec om mend that
pro spec tive stu dents ob tain ap pli ca tion in for ma tion well enough
in ad vance so that the com pleted ap pli ca tion can be sub mit ted
nine months be fore the pro gram’s start date.  One of fi cial copy of
all re cords of any pre vi ous school ing (mark sheets, tran scripts, di -
plo mas, cer tif i cates, etc.) must be sub mit ted as of fi cial doc u -
ments di rectly from each in sti tu tion.  These re cords must show
courses taken and grades earned, and must be trans lated into
Eng lish if the orig i nal re cords are in an other lan guage.  If a doc u -
ment is trans lated, it should be cer ti fied as ac cu rate and cor rect
by an ap pro pri ate pub lic or school of fi cial, or spon sor ing agency
or gov ern ment.  The orig i nal re cord should be also in cluded.  The
chief ac a demic of fi cer of the university has au thor ity to grant waiv -
ers of usual en trance re quire ments upon rec om men da tion of the
Dean of the Grad u ate School.

U.S. im mi gra tion reg u la tions re quire that non-im mi grants who
in tend to study in the United States hold a stu dent visa (F or J) and 
at tend the in sti tu tion that is sued the Form I-20 or DS-2019 they
used to ob tain their visa.  Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is re quired by
U.S. gov ern ment reg u la tions to ob tain ev i dence of a non-im mi -
grant stu dent’s fi nan cial abil ity to meet their ed u ca tional and liv ing 
ex penses for each year of their pro posed study be fore is su ing the
Form I-20.  Es ti mated ex penses may be found by vis it ing
http://ad mis sions.msu.edu/fi nances/tu i tion.asp. Thus, pro vid ing
writ ten ver i fi ca tion of the source and amount of fi nan cial sup port
avail able for at least the first year of study is part of the ap pli ca tion
pro cess.  This in for ma tion should be sent to the Of fice of Ad mis -
sions. It is com mon that a teach ing or re search assistantship
serves as the re quired ev i dence of fi nan cial sup port. If you are
awarded an assistantship, your de part ment will no tify the Of fice of 
Ad mis sions.

If the stu dent is ap proved for ad mis sion, the university will mail
a let ter of ac cep tance and the Form I-20 to the stu dent.  The stu -
dent will need to pres ent the Form I-20 and ev i dence of fi nan cial
sup port to a U.S. Con sular Of fi cer when ap ply ing for a stu dent
visa and later, to a U.S. im mi gra tion in spec tor at a U.S. port of en -
try.  If a stu dent must ob tain a J Ex change Vis i tor visa, he or she
should con tact their spon sor ing agency, or Mich i gan State
University’s Of fice for In ter na tional Stu dents and Schol ars
(http:oiss.isp.msu.edu) for in for ma tion about the is su ance of a
Form DS-2019.  

There can be lengthy de lays in the time it takes for the visa ap -
pli ca tion to be ap proved. We rec om mend non-im mi grant stu -
dents ap ply as far in ad vance as pos si ble for the stu dent visa. 
More in for ma tion about the pro cess to ob tain a U.S. stu dent visa
can be found at: http://travel.state.gov/con tent/vi sas/eng -
lish/study-ex change/stu dent.html.  

A stu dent who cur rently at tends an other in sti tu tion in the U.S.
will need to no tify the U.S. gov ern ment of their school trans fer.  An 
in ter na tional stu dent ad vi sor can pro vide the in for ma tion about
the pro ce dures to trans fer a stu dent’s visa spon sor ship from one
in sti tu tion to an other.

Eng lish Lan guage Pro fi ciency

All in ter na tional ap pli cants and ap pli cants for grad u ate pro grams
whose first lan guage is not Eng lish must be able to dem on strate
their Eng lish lan guage proficiency. Those ap pli cants who do not
dem on strate Eng lish lan guage pro fi ciency must ful fill the re quire -
ments stated be low as part of the ad mis sions pro ce dure. Grad u -

ate stu dents may be ad mit ted on reg u lar sta tus or on pro vi sional
sta tus. 

Min i mum Re quire ment For Reg u lar Ad mis sion

All in ter na tional ap pli cants and ap pli cants whose first lan guage is
not Eng lish must be able to be pro fi cient in Eng lish as a con di tion
for reg u lar ad mis sion to Mich i gan State University.  Such ap pli -
cants will be re quired to dem on strate their pro fi ciency by meet ing
cer tain min i mum stan dards on any one of the following tests:
1. Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan guage (TOEFL). A to tal

score of 550 with no subscores be low 52 (pa per ver sion), or
80 with no subscore be low 19 (22 for writ ing sec tion)
(internet-based ver sion) is re quired.  The of fi cial re port must
be re ceived by the Of fice of Ad mis sions di rectly from Ed u ca -
tional Test ing Ser vice.

2. Mich i gan Eng lish Lan guage As sess ment Bat tery (MELAB)
(Testing and Cer tif i ca tion Di vi sion, The Eng lish Lan guage
In sti tute, The Uni ver sity of Mich i gan, Ann Ar bor, Mich i gan
48109, USA). An av er age score of 83 or higher with no
subscores be low 80 is re quired for the main test parts. A
MELAB speak ing score of at least 3 is also re quired. The of fi -
cial re port must be re ceived by the Of fice of Ad mis sions di -
rectly from the Uni ver sity of Mich i gan Eng lish Lan guage
Institute.

3. In ter na tional Eng lish Lan guage Test ing Sys tem (IELTS). A
score of at least 6.0 is re quired. The of fi cial re port must be re -
ceived by the Of fice of Ad mis sions di rectly from IELTS.

4. Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Eng lish Lan guage Test (Eng lish
Lan guage Cen ter [ELC], Mich i gan State Uni ver sity, East
Lan sing, Mich i gan, 48824–1035, USA). An av er age score of
80 to 85 with no subscores be low 80, or a minimum av er age
score of 85 with no subscores be low 78 is re quired.

5. Pearson Test of Eng lish Ac a demic (PTE A). Min i mum over -
all score of 53; no subscore be low 51 for read ing, lis ten ing,
and speak ing; no writ ing subscore be low 59.

6. Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Cer tif i cate of Eng lish Lan guage
Pro fi ciency (CELP). Reg u lar ad mis sion: score of 65 with no
subscore be low 15 (17 for writ ing sec tion). Pro vi sional ad -
mis sion: score of 60. http://elc.msu.edu/test ing/abroad/

All of the above tests must have been taken within two years of
a stu dent's ap pli ca tion.

Min i mum Scores For Pro vi sional Ad mis sion

In ter na tional ap pli cants who have ac cept able ac a demic cre den -
tials may be ad mit ted to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity on a pro vi -
sional ba sis with av er age TOEFL scores of at least 520 (pa per
ver sion) or at least 70 (Internet-based ver sion), or an av er age
score of at least 72 on the MELAB, or 6 on the IELTS, or 72 on the
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Eng lish Lan guage Test (MSUELT), or
48 on the Pearson Test of Eng lish Ac a demic (PTE A). 

Pro vi sion ally ad mit ted stu dents must take classes at the Eng -
lish Lan guage Cen ter, and re stric tions are placed on the num ber
of ac a demic courses that they may take. Any stu dent ad mit ted
pro vi sion ally be cause of an Eng lish lan guage de fi ciency must
cor rect that de fi ciency within one calendar year.

Re quired Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter At ten dance

As the lan guage re quire ment is a Uni ver sity pol icy, a de ci sion by
the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter (ELC) for a stu dent to en roll in its
pro gram is bind ing and is not ne go tia ble by the stu dent. Stu dents
who are re quired to at tend ELC classes are ob li gated to show
good class at ten dance and make an ear nest ef fort to re move the
lan guage de fi ciency as soon as pos si ble. The ELC pro gram must
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be com pleted sat is fac to rily be fore reg u lar ad mis sion sta tus may
be granted.

Teaching As sign ments

All stu dents whose first lan guage is not Eng lish and who are ad -
mit ted to grad u ate stud ies at Mich i gan State University with
teach ing assistantships in volv ing rec i ta tions, dis cus sions, or lab -
o ra tory sec tions will be given the Speak ing Pro fi ciency Eng lish
As sess ment Kit (SPEAK) test by the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter
upon ar rival on cam pus. Stu dents may sub mit a cur rent (within
two years) Test of Spo ken Eng lish (TSE) in lieu of the SPEAK test. 
Stu dents who do not pass the ini tial SPEAK test or TSE may not
as sume teach ing re spon si bil i ties un til they com plete Eng lish 097, 
an oral skills course for in ter na tional teach ing as sis tants, and
pass the In ter na tional Teaching As sis tant oral in ter view or pass a
sub se quent SPEAK or TSE test. The chair per son of the stu dent's
teach ing as sign ment de part ment may re quest an op por tu nity for
a spe cial re view by the In ter na tional Teaching As sis tant Oral Re -
view Board if the stu dent does not pass the ini tial screen ing. The
Board de ter mines whether the stu dent may be cleared for teach -
ing du ties. If the stu dent fails to pass the min i mum all–Uni ver sity
stan dard of Eng lish pro fi ciency for reg u lar ad mis sion sta tus, he or
she may not be as signed to do any class room teach ing,  in clud ing
lab o ra tory in struc tion and rec i ta tion or dis cus sion sec tions, with -
out ap proval of the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter. Units may hold a
higher–than–min i mum per for mance cri te rion if they so choose if
the con tent and/or the teach ing mod els war rant. 

See Costs in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures
and Reg u la tions sec tion and Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter in the Col -
lege of Arts and Let ters sec tion of this cat a log for ad di tional in for -
ma tion.

In ter na tional Stu dent Ac ci dent and Health In sur ance

In ter na tional stu dents are re quired to have health and ac ci dent in -
sur ance. Stu dents are re quired to pur chase the Mich i gan State
University Stu dent Ac ci dent and Health In sur ance Plan un less
they have ev i dence of al ter na tive in sur ance equal in ben e fits and
pro vi sions to the Mich i gan State University plan. Fees for the stu -
dent's in sur ance are in cluded with the bill for tu i tion and fees dur -
ing reg is tra tion. Waivers to al low pur chase of al ter na tive plans
must be ap proved by the Hu man Re sources Of fice, Hu man Re -
sources, 110 Nisbet Build ing.

EN ROLL MENT and 
REG IS TRA TION

Ac a demic Ad vise ment

Each stu dent is as signed a mem ber of the fac ulty who serves as
the ac a demic ad vi sor. The name of the ad vi sor is in cluded with
other in for ma tion which is mailed to the stu dent be fore reg is tra -
tion. Each stu dent's pro gram is planned with, and must be ap -
proved by, the ad vi sor, and changes may be made only with the
ad vi sor's ap proval. 

The stu dents should re port first to the of fice of the as signed ac -
a demic ad vi sor in or der to plan the sched ule of courses for the se -
mes ter.

En roll ment, Fees, and Gen eral In for ma tion

In for ma tion re lat ing to en roll ment, pay ment of fees, cred its,
changes in en roll ment, the grad ing sys tem, and other gen eral in -

for ma tion is given in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies,
Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions sec tion of this cat a log.

Pe riod Covered by Reg is tra tion

Re fer to the state ment on Pe riod Covered by Reg is tra tion in The
Ac a demic Pro gram sec tion of this cat a log. 

MAX I MUM AND MIN I MUM CREDITS

All Stu dents

MAX I MUM. Grad u ate stu dents may carry up to 16 cred its each se -
mes ter. The max i mum num ber of cred its, how ever, is de ter mined
by the de part ment or school. A stu dent load above 16 cred its re -
quires ap proval by the stu dent's dean.  En roll ment in doc toral dis -
ser ta tion re search (course num ber 999) cred its need not be
counted in de ter min ing max i mum cred its.

For Ph.D. stu dents, a max i mum to tal of 36 cred its of doc toral
dis ser ta tion re search (course num ber 999) are per mit ted.

MIN I MUM. All stu dents us ing Uni ver sity ser vices (fac ulty con sul ta -
tion in cluded) for grad u ate work must be reg is tered each se mes -
ter. Min i mum reg is tra tion con sists of one course of 1 credit. 

Full-Time Stu dents

In or der to be con sid ered full-time for ac a demic pur poses, stu -
dents must carry the min i mum num ber of cred its per se mes ter or
sum mer session as de fined be low: 

Mas ter's level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 cred its
Doc toral level (pre-comps) . . . . . . . 6 cred its
Doc toral level (post-comps) . . . . . . . 1 credit
Grad u ate–Pro fes sional level . . . . . . 12 cred its

All grad u ate as sis tants are clas si fied as full time stu dents dur -
ing the se mes ter (s) of their ap point ments as long as they are en -
rolled for the min i mum re quired cred its for the assistantship.

Full- time sta tus for doc toral stu dents is de fined as a min i -
mum of 1 credit for those stu dents who:
1. have suc cess fully com pleted all com pre hen sive ex ams and

are ac tively en gaged in dis ser ta tion re search; or
2. are do ing de part ment-ap proved off-cam pus field work re -

lated to prep a ra tion of their dis ser ta tion.
Fed eral agen cies such as the De part ment of Ed u ca tion, De -

part ment of Vet er ans Af fairs, and De part ment of Home land Se -
cu rity may have sep a rate and dis tinct full-time sta tus
requirements. 

Grad u ate As sis tants

Grad u ate assistant is a ge neric term re fer ring to a grad u ate stu -
dent who is sup ported on a grad u ate assistantship. Grad u ate as -
sis tants are in one of three cat e go ries as they re late to pol icy in
this sec tion: re search as sis tants, teach ing as sis tants rep re -
sented by the Grad u ate Em ployees Un ion (GEU), and teach ing
as sis tants not rep re sented by the GEU.

Grad u ate assistantships are avail able only to grad u ate stu -
dents who are ac tively pur su ing grad u ate de gree pro grams and
who are mak ing sat is fac tory prog ress to ward their de grees, in -
clud ing main tain ing at least a 3.00 grade–point av er age. Col -
leges, de part ments, or schools may set higher or ad di tional
stan dards. 

Grad u ate as sis tants are ap pointed on a quar ter–time,
half–time, or three–quar ter time ba sis. There are two ap point -
ment pe ri ods:  Au gust 16—De cem ber 31 and Jan u ary 1—May
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15.  Dur ing each ap point ment pe riod a grad u ate as sis tant's du ties 
to the university re quire an av er age of:
1. 10 hours per week for a quar ter–time sti pend. 
2. 20 hours per week for a half–time sti pend. 
3. 30 hours per week for a three–quar ter–time sti pend.

Sum mer ap point ments cover the pe riod from ap prox i mately
May 15—Au gust 20.  The ap point ing unit is re spon si ble for in -
form ing the grad u ate as sis tant of the dis tri bu tion of du ties that are
re lated to the sum mer ap point ment.

Grad u ate as sis tants must be reg is tered each se mes ter in
which they hold assistantships. The min i mum and max i mum
credit loads are as fol lows: 

For a quar ter–time grad u ate as sis tant, min i mum en roll ment is
6 cred its for mas ter’s de gree stu dents and 3 cred its for doc toral 
stu dents (in clud ing cred its in courses num bered 899 or 999);
max i mum en roll ment is 16 cred its (ex clud ing cred its in courses
num bered 899 or 999). 

For a half–time as sis tant min i mum en roll ment is 6 cred its for
mas ter’s de gree stu dents and 3 cred its for doc toral stu dents (in -
clud ing cred its in courses num bered 899 or 999); max i mum en -
roll ment is 12 cred its (ex clud ing cred its in courses num bered 899
or 999).

For a three–quar ter–time as sis tant, min i mum en roll ment is 3
cred its (in clud ing cred its in courses num bered 899 or 999); max i -
mum en roll ment is 8 cred its (ex clud ing cred its in courses num -
bered 899 or 999).

Min i mum en roll ment for doc toral stu dents who have suc -
cess fully com pleted all com pre hen sive ex ams is 1 credit.

De vi a tion from the min i mum en roll ment re quire ments listed
above is per mit ted only dur ing:
1. sum mer ses sion, when a 3–credit min i mum en roll ment is al -

lowed for all types of as sis tants, with 1-credit min i mum for
doc toral stu dents suc cess fully com plet ing all com pre hen -
sive exams.

2. the se mes ter in which the de gree is granted, when all types of 
as sis tants must en roll for at least the num ber of cred its re -
quired to com plete the de gree or meet the university min i -
mum reg is tra tion re quire ment.

Any de vi a tion from the max i mum en roll ment re quire ments
listed above must have the ap proval of the dean of the col lege
prior to en roll ment.

In meet ing the credit re quire ments, grad u ate as sis tants should
be en rolled in courses that are rec og nized as be ing of grad u ate
level un less the stu dent's de part ment or school has granted writ -
ten per mis sion for course work con sti tut ing an ex cep tion to this
rule. Vis i tor cred its may count as part of a grad u ate as sis tant's
credit load, if ap proved, in writ ing, by the stu dent’s de part ment
chair or unit di rec tor and the Dean of the Grad u ate School. 

Grad u ate As sis tant (not cov ered by the Grad u ate
Em ployees Un ion Con tract)  Ill ness, In jury, and 
Preg nancy Leave Pol icy

A grad u ate as sis tant un able to ful fill the du ties of his or her ap -
point ment be cause of ill ness or in jury shall no tify the ad min is tra -
tor of his or her ma jor unit as soon as cir cum stances per mit.
Sim i larly, a grad u ate as sis tant un able to ful fill the du ties of her ap -
point ment be cause of preg nancy shall no tify the ad min is tra tor of
her ma jor unit as soon as cir cum stances per mit.

Dur ing the ill ness, in jury, or preg nancy the ma jor unit shall ad -
just (re duce, waive, or re sched ule) the grad u ate as sis tant's du ties 
as those du ties and the as sis tant's phys i cal cir cum stances rea -
son ably dic tate.  If to tal ab sence from du ties be comes nec es sary,
the ma jor unit shall main tain the sti pend of the ap point ment, pro -
vided the grad u ate as sis tant is still en rolled, for a pe riod of two
months, or to the end of the ap point ment pe riod or of the se mes -
ter, which ever should oc cur first.

The grad u ate as sis tant shall have the right to re turn to the
assistantship, within the orig i nal terms of the ap point ment, at
such time as he or she is able to re as sume the du ties of the po si -
tion.

Grad u ate Fel lows

Most fel low ships re quire full–time pur suit of a grad u ate pro gram.
Un less the fel low ship car ries spe cific re quire ments for de ter min -
ing el i gi bil ity, the de part ment or school is re spon si ble for de ter -
min ing and cer ti fy ing the full–time sta tus of the stu dent. All
predoctoral grad u ate fel lows paid through the university must be
reg is tered dur ing the pe riod for which pay ment is made. 

FI NAN CIAL AID for
GRAD U ATE STU DENTS

Fi nan cial aid for grad u ate stu dents is avail able in sev eral forms. A 
num ber of schol ar ships and fel low ships are awarded each year
by the Grad u ate School to the col leges, and there are many op -
por tu ni ties for grad u ate as sis tant ap point ments for part–time
teach ing or re search. The ap pli cant should re fer to the grad u ate
ap pli ca tion in struc tion sheet that ac com pa nies the ap pli ca tion for
ad mis sion for de tails on ap ply ing for fi nan cial as sis tance. 

Stu dents al ready ad mit ted to reg u lar grad u ate sta tus at Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity and seek ing an assistantship or other fi nan -
cial aid should con sult the de part ment, school, or col lege
con cerned. Since grad u ate assistantships and fel low ships are
usu ally awarded be gin ning in Feb ru ary for the fol low ing aid year,
it is es sen tial that ap pli ca tions and sup port ing doc u ments be sub -
mit ted in De cem ber or early in Jan u ary to as sure ad e quate con -
sid er ation. In di vid ual grad u ate pro grams may spec ify an ear lier
date.

GRAD U ATE ASSISTANTSHIPS

Grad u ate assistantship is a ge neric term re fer ring to fi nan cial
sup port of grad u ate stu dents that re sults in a sti pend and com -
pen sa tion and for which per for mance of de fined du ties is ex -
pected. Spe cific grad u ate as sis tant ap point ments are made in
one of three cat e go ries: re search as sis tants, teach ing as sis tants
rep re sented by the Grad u ate Em ployees Un ion, and teach ing as -
sis tants not rep re sented by the MSU - Grad u ate Em ploy ees Un -
ion Col lec tive Bar gain ing Agreement.

More than 3,000 assistantships in var i ous fields are avail able to 
el i gi ble grad u ate stu dents. Grad u ate as sis tants must be ac tively
pur su ing de gree pro grams and mak ing sat is fac tory prog ress to -
ward their de grees. There are two ap point ment pe ri ods dur ing the 
fall and spring:  Au gust 15–De cem ber 31 and Jan u ary 1–May 15.
Dur ing each ap point ment pe riod a grad u ate as sis tant's re spon si -
bil i ties re quire an av er age of 10 hours per week for a quar ter–time 
ap point ment,  20 hours per week for a half–time ap point ment, and 
30 hours per week for a three–quar ter–time ap point ment.  Sum -
mer ap point ments cover the in ter ven ing pe riod but the dis tri bu -
tion of du ties may vary.  An tic i pated dis tri bu tion of du ties over the
weeks of a se mes ter should be com mu ni cated to the grad u ate
as sis tant by the ap point ing unit at the time of ap point ment.

To the ex tent that cur rent pol i cies and pro ce dures con tain pro -
vi sions about wages, ben e fits, or other terms and con di tions of
em ploy ment, they are, for teach ing as sis tants in cluded in the col -
lec tive bar gain ing agree ment be tween Mich i gan State University
and the Grad u ate Em ploy ees Union.
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Re search As sis tant and Teach ing As sis tant Ex cluded
(TE) (i.e. Not represented by the MSU Grad u ate Em ploy -
ees Un ion Col lec tive Bar gain ing Agree ment (GEU))

Assistantship Lev els

The fol low ing lev els of assistantships are avail able for re search
as sis tants and teach ing as sis tants not rep re sented by the GEU: 

GRAD U ATE AS SIS TANTS, LEVEL 1. These grad u ate stu dents
have the bach e lor's de gree and have less than one year's ex pe ri -
ence as grad u ate as sis tants or as full-sup port fellows. They
teach, do re search, or are as signed such su per vised as sis tant's
du ties as read ing and grad ing pa pers. 

GRAD U ATE AS SIS TANTS, LEVEL 2. These grad u ate stu dents
have a rel e vant mas ter's de gree, or equiv a lent, and/or one year's
ex pe ri ence as grad u ate as sis tants or as full-sup port fellows in the
ap point ing de part ment or school or in a unit con sid ered rel e vant
by the chair per son of the ap point ing de part ment or school. They
teach, do re search, or per form ad min is tra tive tasks with mod er -
ate su per vi sion. Ad vance ment from Level 1 to Level 2 is usu ally
rou tine. 

GRAD U ATE AS SIS TANTS, LEVEL 3. (1) Six se mes ters of ex pe ri -
ence as a grad u ate re search as sis tant or teach ing assistant at
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity, or equiv a lent. The def i ni tion of equiv a -
lent ex pe ri ence as a re search as sis tant or teach ing assistant
should be left to the dis cre tion of the chair per son of the ap point ing 
unit, but it is ex pected that only ex pe ri ence in re search-ori ented
as sign ments would count to ward the six se mes ters of ex pe ri ence
as an re search assistant. (Con sis tent with cur rent prac tice,
1/4-time and 3/4-time ap point ments count the same as 1/2-time
ap point ments, and sum mer se mes ters count the same as fall and
spring se mes ters.) (2) Suc cess ful com ple tion of doc toral com pre -
hen sive ex ams, as de fined by the de part ment in which the stu dent 
is en rolled.

Sti pends and Benefits

The in for ma tion listed be low is sub ject to yearly change. Please
con sult the Grad u ate School home page for the lat est in for ma tion
at www.grad.msu.edu.

Sti pend ranges for 2015-2016 for half–time, two–se mes ter ap -
point ments are as fol lows:  Level 1, $13,032 to $23,361; Level 2,
$14,400 to $24,998; Level 3, $15,048 to $34,249.

Checks are dis trib uted on a bi weekly basis. Grad u ate as sis -
tants at any of the three lev els may be ap pointed on a  quar -
ter–time, half–time,  or three–quar ter–time ba sis with an
ap pro pri ate ad just ment in the sti pend. Changes in level, sti pend,
or per cent age of time be come ef fec tive only at the be gin ning of a
se mes ter. Ad di tional ben e fits, even though the grad u ate stu dent
does not en roll for 10 cred its or more, in clude the fol low ing:
1. Tu i tion waiver in the amount of 9 cred its for fall se mes ter, 9

cred its for spring se mes ter, and five cred its for sum mer ses -
sion.  The tu i tion waiver will be pro vided dur ing the pe riod of
the assistantship, to a max i mum of 23 cred its per year. For
Ph.D. stu dents past com pre hen sive ex ams with a sum mer
re search assistantship (only) fol  low ing a spring
assistantship, there is a 1 credit tu i tion ben e fit. Stu dent
health in sur ance car ries over un til Au gust 31.

2. Ex emp tion from out–of–state res i dent tu i tion. This ex emp -
tion ap plies to a sum mer ses sion that pre cedes or fol lows
con sec u tive fall and spring appointments, re gard less of
whether the stu dent was pre vi ously en rolled at Mich i gan
State University. If the stu dent does not have a grad u ate
assistantship form completed be fore reg is ter ing for sum mer
ses sion, he or she will pay out–of–state res i dent course fees
and tu i tion. If an ap point ment form is sub mit ted prior to the
mid dle of the sub se quent fall se mes ter, the Of fice of the Reg -

is trar will re fund the full amount of out–of–state tu i tion that
the stu dent paid for the sum mer ses sion. 

3. Specific col lege or pro gram fees, ap pli ca ble to all grad u ate
stu dents en rolled in a spe cific col lege or pro gram, may ap ply
and are not waived.

4. Health In sur ance. Grad u ate as sis tants (do mes tic and in ter -
na tional) are au to mat i cally en rolled in a health in sur ance
plan, the pre mium of which is paid by the university. The plan
pro vides the fol low ing cov er age:
a. Fall ap point ment only: cov er age from Au gust 15 to Feb -

ru ary 14 of the fol low ing year.
b. Fall and spring ap point ments—cov er age from Au gust

15 to Au gust 14 of the fol low ing year.
c. Spring ap point ment only—cov er age from Jan u ary 1 to

Au gust 31.
d. Sum mer ap point ment only—cov er age from ap prox i -

mately May 12 to Au gust 14.
En rolled stu dents may also in sure their el i gi ble spouse

and/or de pend ent chil dren (re sid ing with the in sured). For
ques tions re gard ing cov er age, en roll ment or pre mium pay -
ment,  con tact  Aetna Stu dent Health di  rect ly at
1-800-859-8452.

For ques tions re gard ing cov er age, en roll ment or pre mium
pay ment, con tact Aetna Stu dent Health di rectly at 1-800-
859-8452. For ques tions con cern ing waiver pro cess ing or
gen eral in for ma tion, con tact the Mich i gan State University
Hu man Re sources Of f ice at  1-517-353-4434 or
1-800-353-4434,  or by e-mai l  at :
solutionscenter@hr.msu.edu. The Hu man Re sources Of fice 
is lo cated at 1407 S. Har ri son Road, Suite 140A (Nisbet
Build ing), East Lan sing, MI 48823 and on the web at
www.hr.msu.edu/ben e fits/studenthealth; or visit Aetna Stu -
dent Health at www.aetnastudenthealth.com/msu2.

5. El i gi bil ity for treat ment at Olin Health Cen ter. 

Ad di tional Ben e fits, Other In for ma tion

Li brary priv i leges, in tra mu ral and recreative fa cil i ties privileges,
and el i gi bil ity to join the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Fed eral Credit
Un ion.

El i gi bil ity for stu dent dis counts on foot ball, bas ket ball, and/or
hockey sea son tick ets for them selves and their spouses.

El i gi bil ity for free ad mis sion to other reg u larly sched uled Mich i -
gan State University ath letic events when pre sent ing a valid stu -
dent ID card.

El i gi bil ity for stu dent dis counts on se ries tick ets to pro fes sional
per form ing arts events at the Whar ton Cen ter for Per form ing Arts
and In sti tute for Arts and Cul ture, in clud ing one guest ticket at the
stu dent rate. 

Ex emp tion from pay ment of the So cial Se cu rity tax on the sti -
pend if the stu dent is en rolled for the min i mum num ber or re -
quired cred its. Sti pends are sub ject to in come taxes with few
ex cep tions. The tax abil ity of sti pends is sub ject to re view by the
In ter nal Rev e nue Ser vice. Please call the Pay roll Of fice for more
in for ma tion 1-517-355-5010. Please note that tax laws are sub -
ject to con tin u ing re vi sion and stu dents should ver ify their tax li a -
bil ity each year.

Reg is tra tion and Credit Load Re quire ments

Grad u ate as sis tants must be reg is tered each se mes ter in which
they hold an assistantship.  Spe cific in for ma tion on max i mum and 
min i mum credit loads is found un der the Grad u ate As sis tants
head ing in this sec tion of this cat a log.
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Ac a demic Achieve ment Grad u ate Assistantships

These grad u ate assistantships pro vide fi nan cial sup port for stu -
dents who are ac cepted into a mas ter’s or a doc toral de gree pro -
gram and whose en roll ment will en hance the inclusiveness of the
stu dent body of the pro gram into which they are ad mit ted. This re -
cruit ment pro gram is de signed to as sist ac a demic units in at tract -
ing a co hort of stu dents who have tra di tion ally not par tic i pated in
grad u ate pro grams in their units.

GRAD U ATE-PRO FES SIONAL STU DENT
SCHOL AR SHIPS

Col lege of Hu man Med i cine Schol ar ship Fund

To aid stu dents in the Col lege of Hu man Med i cine.

Ingham County Med i cal So ci ety

To as sist stu dents in the Col lege of Hu man Med i cine.

Col lege of Os teo pathic Med i cine Schol ar ship Fund

To aid stu dents in the Col lege of Os teo pathic Med i cine.

Woman's Aux il iary Wayne County Med i cal So ci ety

To pro vide schol ar ships for needy stu dents in the Col lege of Hu man Med i cine.

FEL LOW SHIPS

A va ri ety of grad u ate fel low ships are avail able to Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity stu dents. Sti pends and sources of sup port vary widely.
In ad di tion to ap ply ing for fel low ships of fered by the university and
through the university by out side agen cies, stu dents are en cour -
aged to ap ply for any out side sources of funds for which they may
be el i gi ble. Stu dents are en cour aged to con sult such pub li ca tions.

You can f ind a sum mary by vis i t  ing:
http://staff.lib.msu.edu/harris23/grants/3gradinf.htm.

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity an nu ally awards a num ber of fel low -
ships and tu i tion schol ar ships to en cour age and as sist high-
achiev ing stu dents to pur sue study lead ing to a grad u ate de gree.
A re cip i ent of one of these awards must be en rolled in a de gree
pro gram but is not re quired to give for mal ser vice to the university
or to the de part ment or school. 

For a stu dent not cur rently en rolled in a grad u ate pro gram at
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity, the ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion also
serves as an ap pli ca tion for these awards. A stu dent cur rently en -
rolled may ap ply through the re spec tive de part ment, school, or
col lege.

Reg is tra tion and Credit Load Re quire ments

Spe cific in for ma tion on reg is tra tion re quire ments for fel low ship
re cip i ents is given un der Max i mum and Min i mum Credits head ing 
in this sec tion of this cat a log.

Ed u ca tion Op por tu nity Fel low ships

To be el i gi ble for this fel low ship, Ed u ca tion Op por tu nity Fel low ship (EOF) ap pli cants 
must 1) dem on strate a need for fi nan cial as sis tance and 2) have a min i mum un der -
grad u ate fed eral loan in debt ed ness of $25,000, both as de ter mined by the Mich i gan
State University Of fice of Fi nan cial Aid.  Ex act awards will vary de pend ing on need. 
Stu dents must be in good ac a demic stand ing meet ing de part ment, col lege, and uni -
ver sity stan dards. En roll ment re quire ments in clude a min i mum of 6 cred its each se -
mes ter.  Ap pli ca tions are only avail able be tween mid-Jan u ary and mid-March for the 
next aid year.  Ap pli ca tions must be re newed each year.  Funds are al lo cated on a
first-come, first-served ba sis un til all are dis bursed.

Grad u ate School Dis ser ta tion Com ple tion Fel low ships

These fel low ships al low stu dents to de vote full time to writ ing the doc toral dis ser ta -
tion. Sti pend is $6,000 for the se mes ter. This fel low ships pro gram is for stu dents in
the fi nal months of their pro grams. About 200 fel low ships are awarded each year.
Ap pli ca tion must be made di rectly to your de part ment, school, or program
http://grad.msu.edu/fel low ships/dis ser ta tion.aspx.

Spon sored Fel low ships

Fel low ships spon sored by in dus tries, foun da tions, and gov ern ment agen cies are
avail able to high-achiev ing stu dents for grad u ate study in var i ous de part ments or
schools at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. These fel low ships are awarded through in di -
vid ual de part ments or schools. In for ma tion on avail able fel low ships and the pro ce -
dure for ap ply ing may be ob tained by writ ing to the de part ment or school con cerned.

Uni ver sity Dis tin guished and Uni ver sity En rich ment
Fel low ship Pro grams

The Grad u ate School of fers fel low ship pro grams that pro vide fi nan cial sup port for
out stand ing stu dents who plan to en roll in a doc toral or mas ter of fine arts pro gram.
We are par tic u larly aware of the spe cial role that grad u ate ed u ca tion plays in train -
ing the next gen er a tion of lead ers in ac a de mia, gov ern ment and the pri vate sec tor. 
In as sist ing Mich i gan State Uni ver sity achieve its ed u ca tional mis sion, our goal is to
fos ter an in tel lec tu ally vi tal and in clu sive ed u ca tional com mu nity that will pre pare
grad u ate stu dents to as sume their pro fes sional roles in a di verse so ci ety. The Grad -
u ate School’s re cruit ment fel low ships as sist de part ments and pro grams in at tract -
ing a co hort of stu dents who: have dem on strated ac a demic ex cel lence; ar tic u late
their com mit ment to re search goals well matched to de part ment or pro gram doc toral 
em pha sis ar eas; show ev i dence of lead er ship po ten tial or  the ca pac ity to make a
dis tinc tive pro fes sional or schol arly con tri bu tion; con trib ute to an inclusive ed u ca -
tional com mu nity, as ev i denced in per sonal his tory and ex pe ri ence, re search goals,
or the pro mo tion of un der stand ing among per sons of dif fer ent back grounds and
ideas; have dif fer ent ra cial, eth nic, gen der, socio-eco nomic, geo graphic, and dis ci -
plin ary back grounds. Visit http://grad.msu.edu/universityfellowships.

Two kinds of fel low ship awards are avail able:
Uni ver sity Dis tin guished Fel low ships, rec og niz ing ac a demic achieve ment, re -
search goals, dem on strated lead er ship po ten tial, and con tri bu tion to a di verse ed u -
ca tional community. 
Uni ver sity En rich ment Fel low ships, rec og niz ing ac a demic achieve ment, re -
search goals, con tri bu tion to a di verse ed u ca tional com mu nity, and a re cord of over -
com ing obstacles.  

Fel low ship re cip i ents be gin ning study in Fall 2015 will re ceive a 12-month sti pend of
$27,000, plus a sup ple ment for health in sur ance.  In ad di tion, tu i tion and re lated
fees will be waived up to a max i mum of ten cred its dur ing fall and spring se mes ters
(up to three cred its/se mes ter in fifth year) and one to three cred its dur ing sum mer
session.  The first and fifth years are funded by the Grad u ate School, with no teach -
ing or re search ser vice re quired of the stu dent.  Dur ing the sec ond, third and fourth
years of sup port, stu dents re ceive a de part men tal assistantship that may re quire
them to as sist in teach ing or re search.  Mas ter of Fine Arts stu dents are jointly sup -
ported by the Grad u ate School and their departments for three years.

Uni ver sity Grad u ate Recruiting Fel low ships and 
Uni ver sity Grad u ate Fellowships

These awards are for re cruit ing new mas ter’s or doc toral stu dents or for out stand ing 
mas ter’s or doc toral stu dents who are mak ing good prog ress to ward their de grees.
Stu dents must be U.S. citizens or per ma nent res i dents. Sti pend lev els are set by
col leges.

DUAL DE GREE PRO GRAM

A dual de gree pro gram is a grad u ate pro gram of study of fered col -
labor atively by Mich i gan State Uni ver sity and one or more do -
mes tic or in ter na tional in sti tu tions in or der to award a sep a rate
de gree from each in sti tu tion.

For a dual de gree, there is a di ploma is sued from each par tic i -
pat ing in sti tu tion.
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GRAD U ATE CER TIF I CATE
PRO GRAMS

Grad u ate certificate pro grams are con structed in se lected fields
as com ple ments to de gree pro grams or as dis tinct of fer ings. The
is su ance of a grad u ate cer tif i cate sig ni fies that the cer tif i cate
holder has com pleted spec i fied course work or pro fes sional train -
ing or pos sesses spec i fied skills or com pe tency lev els. Four types 
of grad u ate cer tif i cate pro grams are of fered at Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity:  Type 1 - di rectly re lated to a de gree pro gram; Type 2 -
dis tinct en ti ties that are transcriptable; Type 3 - dis tinct en ti ties
that are not transcriptable; and Type 4 - university-level cer tif i cate
pro grams.  Grad u ate certificate pro grams that ap pear on the tran -
script have been ap proved via ac a demic governance.

The min i mum num ber of cred its for a Type 2 Grad u ate Cer tif i -
cate is nine. More than half of the cred its of the to tal re quired for a
grad u ate cer tif i cate must be taken in courses at the 800 and 900
lev els. For ad di tional in for ma tion on grad u ate cer tif i cate pro -
grams, visit www.reg.msu.edu/Read/UCC/gradcert.pdf.

Uni ver sity Grad u ate Cer tif i ca tion in Col lege Teach ing

In part ner ship with col leges that have ap proved pro grams (Ag ri -
cul ture and Nat u ral Re sources, Arts and Let ters, Com mu ni ca tion
Arts and Sci ences, En gi neer ing, Mu sic, Nat u ral Sci ence, Nurs -
ing, So cial Sci ence), the Grad u ate School over sees a pro fes -
sional de vel op ment pro gram, the Uni ver sity Grad u ate
Cer tif i ca tion in Col lege Teach ing (Type 4), for grad u ate stu dents
who wish to pur sue ad di tional ac tiv i ties re lated to ped a gogy and
prep a ra tion for fac ulty ca reers. Visit www.grad.msu.edu/teach -
ing.htm. 

Uni ver sity Grad u ate Cer tif i ca tion in Com mu nity
En gage ment

In part ner ship with the Grad u ate School, the Of fice of Uni ver sity
Out reach and En gage ment over sees the Uni ver sity Grad u ate
Cer tif i ca tion in Com mu nity En gage ment (Type 4) for interested
grad u ate and graduate-pro fes sional stu dents who wish to fur ther
their un der stand ing and prac tice of en gaged schol ar ship and re -
search, en gaged teach ing, and en gaged ser vice in lo cal, na -
tional, and in ter na tional com mu ni ties.

Con tact the Of fice of Uni ver sity Out reach and En gage ment,
www.out reach.msu.edu/gradcert or call 1-517-353-8977.

Ac a demic Stan dards

A 3.00 cu mu la tive grade–point av er age for all courses count ing
to ward the Grad u ate Cer tif i cate is the min i mum uni ver sity stan -
dard; how ever, col leges, de part ments, or schools may es tab lish a 
higher minimum standard.

Each col lege and de part ment or school de ter mines whether
the min i mum stan dards must be at tained at the com ple tion of a
cer tain num ber of cred its or by a spec i fied in ter val af ter the stu -
dent's first en roll ment in the grad u ate cer tif i cate pro gram. Some
col leges, de part ments, and schools will not per mit a stu dent to re -
main in a cer tif i cate pro gram if there is an ac cu mu la tion of more
than a spec i fied num ber of grad u ate cred its with lower than a 3.0
grade even though the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age is 3.00.

Trans fer Cred its

As many as 9 se mes ter cred its of grad u ate course work taken at
the Grad u ate Cer tif i ca tion (GC) level may be trans ferred into a
30-credit mas ter’s de gree pro gram from other postsecondary ac -

cred ited in sti tu tions of com pa ra ble ac a demic qual ity, if they are
ap pro pri ate to a stu dent’s pro gram and pro vided they were com -
pleted within the time lim its ap proved for the earn ing of the de gree 
de sired at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. Each pro gram may de cide
how many cred its of grad u ate course work taken at the grad u ate
cer tif i ca tion (GC) level (up to 9 se mes ter cred its or for the Col lege
of Ed u ca tion 12 se mes ter cred its) may be trans ferred from in sti tu -
tions ex ter nal to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity and may be ap plied to
a Grad u ate Cer tif i cate. The de part ment or school chair per son or
di rec tor and dean must grant ap proval. Only courses in which at
least a 3.0 grade or its equiv a lent was re ceived will be con sid ered
for trans fer. The Col lege of Ed u ca tion may trans fer 12 se mes ter
cred its taken at the Grad u ate Cer tif i ca tion (GC) level un der the
terms listed above. Some col leges with pro grams that re quire
more than 30 cred its for the mas ter's de gree may ap ply more than 
9 cred its to ward the mas ter's de gree but not more than 30% of the 
to tal num ber of cred its re quired for the mas ter's de gree. There is
no limit to the num ber of cred its taken at the grad u ate cer tif i ca tion
level at MSU that can be ap plied to graduate degree programs.
Credits applied to a master's degree are not eligible to be applied
to any other graduate degree program.

JOINT DE GREE PRO GRAM

A joint de gree pro gram is a grad u ate pro gram of study of fered col -
labor atively by Mich i gan State Uni ver sity and at least one other
do mes tic or in ter na tional in sti tu tion in or der to award a sin gle de -
gree is sued in the names of the participating in sti tu tions.

For a joint de gree, there is one di ploma with the seal of each in -
sti tu tion.

For a joint de gree, each tran script would carry a no ta tion to in di -
cate the award ing of the joint de gree.

MASTER'S PRO GRAMS

Grad u ate pro grams lead ing to a mas ter's de gree are of fered by
most col leges, de part ments and schools at Mich i gan State Uni -
ver sity. A stu dent's pro gram of study is ad min is tered by the of fi -
cially des ig nated unit and is  sub ject to ap proval by the dean of the 
col lege. Some vari a tions ex ist in the re quire ments of the sev eral
mas ter's de gree pro grams. It is im por tant, there fore, for the stu -
dent to be come ac quainted with all of the ap pli ca ble university
and unit re quire ments. The fol low ing de scrip tion cov ers the
all–university re quire ments, and most of the reg u la tions, and will
serve as a gen eral guide.

Mas ter's De grees Granted at Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity and Min i mum Credit Re quire ments

Fol low ing is a list of ti tles of mas ter's de grees granted at Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity. 

Mas ter of Arts M.A.
Mas ter of Arts for Teachers M.A.T.
Mas ter of Busi ness Ad min is tra tion M.B.A.
Mas ter of Fine Arts M.F.A.
Mas ter of In ter na tional Plan ning Stud ies M.I.P.S.
Mas ter of Hu man Resources

and La bor Relations M.H.R.L.
Mas ter of Mu sic M.Mus.
Mas ter of Sci ence in Nursing M.S.N.
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Mas ter of Pub lic Policy M.P.P.
Mas ter of Sci ence M.S.
Mas ter of So cial Work M.S.W. I
Mas ter of So cial Work M.S.W. II
Mas ter in Ur ban and Re gional Planning M.U.R.P.

Credit Re quire ments

The min i mum num ber of cred its re quired for a mas ter's de gree
pro gram is 30 be yond the bach e lor's de gree. Spe cific, approved
pro grams, how ever, have different credit re quire ments. See the
spe cific pro gram sec tions in this catalog. 

Res i dence

A min i mum of 6 cred its in the de gree pro gram must be earned in
res i dence on the East Lan sing cam pus or at ap proved Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity in struc tional sites (e.g. Dubai), but many pro -
grams re quire more. Re quests for waiv ers of this re quire ment
must be sub mit ted by the de part ment or school re spon si ble for
the de gree pro gram to the ap pro pri ate col lege and then to the
Dean of  the Grad u ate School.

Cer tain off-cam pus and on line mas ter’s pro grams do not re -
quire the min i mum res i dence. Con tact the de part ment, school, or
col lege of fer ing a spe cific pro gram for ad di tional in for ma tion.

Planning a Mas ter's Pro gram 
and the Ap point ment of an Ac a demic ad vi sor

An ac a demic ad vi sor for each stu dent is as signed by the re spon -
si ble unit in which the stu dent takes the ma jor work. The ad vi sor
alone, or in con sul ta tion with the stu dent's ad vi sory com mit tee,
will as sist the stu dent in plan ning a pro gram sat is fac tory to the
needs of the stu dent and ac cept able to the re spon si ble unit.
Changes in pro gram plans may be made only with the ap proval of
both the ad vi sor and the re spon si ble unit ad min is tra tor, and, in
some cases, the dean of the col lege. 

Pro grams of Study

Two types of pro grams are avail able: 

Plan A con sist ing of pre scribed course work, re search,
the sis, and a fi nal oral ex am i na tion. 

Plan B con sist ing of pre scribed course work, with out a
the sis, and with a fi nal ex am i na tion or eval u a tion.

 
Some col leges, de part ments, and schools of fer pro grams only

un der Plan A or only un der Plan B. Un less such lim i ta tion is ex -
plic itly stated in the cat a log de scrip tion of a pro gram, both Plan A
and Plan B are avail able.

Course Work

Courses taken to ward a mas ter's de gree should fit into a uni fied
plan aimed at pro vid ing the stu dent with both a com pre hen sive
back ground and a depth of un der stand ing in a ma jor field. The
num ber of course cred its re quired in a ma jor area is de ter mined
by each re spon si ble unit. Some pro grams re quire a mi nor.
Whether a mi nor area of study is re quired, op tional, or not ac -
cepted to ward a de gree de pends on the stu dent's ma jor pro gram.
In any case, the de tailed course re quire ments are left to the judg -
ment of the ac a demic ad vi sor and/or com mit tee sub ject to the ap -
proval of the re spon si ble unit ad min is tra tor and the dean of the
col lege. More than half of the cred its of the to tal re quired for a

mas ter's de gree must be taken in courses at the 800 and 900 lev -
els ex cept as spe cif i cally ex empted by the dean of the col lege.

Re search and The sis Plan A

A min i mum of 4 cred its in mas ter’s the sis re search (course num -
ber 899) is re quired; some pro grams re quire more. The the sis, an
ab stract of the the sis, and an ab stract ti tle page must be pre pared
in ac cor dance with the spec i fi ca tions in The For mat ting
Guide-Mas ter’s The ses and Doc toral Dis ser ta tions, a hand book
that is avail able, along with a packet of re quired forms re lat ing to
the the sis on line at www.grad.msu.edu/etd.

Af ter the the sis ad vi sor—and, if re quired by unit by laws, mem -
bers of the guid ance or ex am i na tion com mit tee—in di cate(s) that
the the sis is ac cept able for ex am i na tion within the time frame de -
ter mined by the de part ment the se mes ter in which grad u a tion is
an tic i pated, the stu dent must sub mit cop ies of the the sis and ab -
stract for dis tri bu tion to the the sis ad vi sor and other ex am in ers.
The the sis must be in com pleted form, with fin ished di a grams,
etc. It must not, how ever, be bound. The oral ex am i na tion in de -
fense of the the sis must be sched uled within the time frame de ter -
mined by the de part ment the se mes ter in which grad u a tion is
an tic i pated. Af ter the ex am in ers have re viewed and ap proved the 
the sis and voted to pass the stu dent on the fi nal oral ex am i na tion
in its de fense, the stu dent must in cor po rate into the the sis any
rec om mended change(s) and cor rec tions be fore pre sent ing it to
the the sis ad vi sor for fi nal re view and sig na ture of the ap proval
form. Not later than the dead line date in di cated by the Grad u ate
School the se mes ter in which grad u a tion is ex pected, the stu dent
must sub mit to the Grad u ate School a fi nal elec tronic copy of the
the sis on line at http://www.etdadmin.com/grad.msu and the ap -
proval form signed by the the sis ad vi sor. Some de part ments,
schools, or col leges re quire ad di tional cop ies of the the sis, and it
is the stu dent’s re spon si bil ity to pro vide such cop ies to them. In
some col leges the mas ter’s the sis is first ap proved in the dean’s
of fice be fore the stu dent sub mits it to the Grad u ate School.

An elec tronic copy of the the sis will re side in the MSU li brary
and the ab stract will be pub lished on line at www.proquest.com
un der Mas ter’s Ab stracts. The stu dent may or der bound pa per
cop ies for the de part ment, the the sis di rec tor, or oth ers through
ProQuest-UMI, or may make other ar range ments for ob tain ing
ad di tional bound cop ies.

A fee is charged by ProQuest-UMI if the the sis is to be copy -
righted. 

Ex am i na tions

Stu dents in a Plan A mas ter's de gree pro gram are re quired to
pass an oral ex am i na tion in de fense of the the sis. How ever, stu -
dents in cer tain pro grams are re quired to pass an oral ex am i na -
tion that cov ers both a de fense of the the sis and course work.
This ex am i na tion must be sched uled within the time frame de ter -
mined by the de part ment the se mes ter in which grad u a tion is an -
tic i pated. The ex am i na tion for a Plan A mas ter's de gree is
ad min is tered by an ex am in ing com mit tee con sist ing of at least
three Mich i gan State Uni ver sity reg u lar fac ulty mem bers (as de -
fined in the Fac ulty Hand book).

“ The ‘reg u lar fac ulty’ of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity shall con sist
of all per sons ap pointed un der the rules of ten ure and hold ing the
rank of pro fes sor, as so ci ate pro fes sor, as sis tant pro fes sor, or in -
struc tor, and per sons ap pointed as li brar i ans. In ad di tion, the
prin ci pal ad min is tra tive of fi cer of each  ma jor ed u ca tional and re -
search unit of the university shall be a mem ber of the ‘reg u lar fac -
ulty.’ ”

An ex cep tion may be granted by the Dean of the Grad u ate
School to al low a non–ten ure stream fac ulty mem ber or an Ac a -
demic Spe cial ist to serve on a mas ter's stu dent's ex am i na tion
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com mit tee as one of the three re quired fac ulty mem bers or as the
chair per son of a mas ter's stu dent's ex am i na tion com mit tee or as
the the sis ad vi sor. With the ap proval of the chair per son or di rec tor 
of the de part ment or school, an ex cep tion may be granted to al low 
an Emer i tus fac ulty mem ber to serve as one of the three re quired
fac ulty mem bers on a mas ter's stu dent's ex am i na tion com mit tee;
in ad di tion, an Emer i tus fac ulty mem ber may con tinue to serve as
the chair per son of an ex am i na tion com mit tee.  At the dis cre tion of
the ex am in ing com mit tee, the pre sen ta tion and de fense of the
the sis may be open to mem bers of the ac a demic com mu nity. The
the sis and the stu dent's per for mance on the oral ex am i na tion
must be ap proved by a ma jor ity vote of the ex am in ing com mit tee. 

A fi nal ex am i na tion or eval u a tion is re quired for stu dents in a
Plan B mas ter's de gree pro gram with the fol low ing ex cep tions:
the Plan B pro grams of study that lead to the Mas ter of Busi ness
Ad min is tra tion de gree, the Mas ter of Hu man Re sources and La -
bor Relations de gree, the Mas ter of So cial Work de gree, and the
Mas ter of Sci ence de gree in Ac count ing. The ex am i na tion or
eval u a tion is  ad min is tered in ac cor dance with de part ment or
school and col lege rules by a com mit tee con sist ing of at least two
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity reg u lar fac ulty mem bers (as de fined in
the Fac ulty Hand book).

“ The ‘reg u lar fac ulty’ of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity shall con sist
of all per sons ap pointed un der the rules of ten ure and hold ing the
rank of pro fes sor, as so ci ate pro fes sor, as sis tant pro fes sor, or in -
struc tor, and per sons ap pointed as li brar i ans. In ad di tion, the prin -
ci pal ad min is tra tive of fi cer of each  ma jor ed u ca tional and
re search unit of the university shall be a mem ber of the ‘reg u lar
fac ulty.’ ”

An ex cep tion may be granted by the Dean of the Grad u ate
School to al low a non–ten ure stream fac ulty mem ber or an Ac a -
demic Spe cial ist to serve on a mas ter's stu dent's com mit tee as
one of the two re quired fac ulty mem bers or as the chair per son of a 
mas ter's stu dent's com mit tee.  With the ap proval of the chair per -
son or di rec tor of the de part ment or school, an ex cep tion may be
granted to al low an Emer i tus fac ulty mem ber to serve as one of
the two re quired fac ulty mem bers on a mas ter's stu dent's  com -
mit tee; in ad di tion, an Emer i tus fac ulty mem ber may con tinue to
serve as a chair per son of a com mit tee.  In the event of sig nif i cant
dis crep ancy be tween the two as sess ments, the unit chair or co or -
di na tor would ar range for a third as sess ment to break the tie. The
con tent and for mat of the ex am i na tion or eval u a tion are spec i fied
by the de part ment or school and col lege. 

For both Plan A and Plan B, the stu dent must be reg is tered
dur ing the se mes ter in which the ex am i na tion or eval u a tion is ad -
min is tered (see Max i mum and Min i mum Credits). This re quire -
ment may be waived if the ex am i na tion is ad min is tered dur ing the
sum mer ses sion im me di ately fol low ing a spring se mes ter dur ing
which the stu dent was reg is tered and/or prior to a fall se mes ter in
which the stu dent will be reg is tered.

Ac a demic Stan dards

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is com mit ted to high ac a demic stan -
dards and ex pects all grad u ate stu dents to ex cel in their par tic u lar
ma jors. 

A 3.00 cu mu la tive grade–point av er age for all courses count ing 
to ward the mas ter's de gree is the min i mum university stan dard;
how ever, col leges, de part ments, or schools may es tab lish a
higher min i mum stan dard. 

Each col lege and de part ment or school de ter mines whether
the min i mum stan dards must be at tained at the com ple tion of a
cer tain num ber of cred its or by a spec i fied in ter val af ter the stu -
dent's first en roll ment in the de gree pro gram. Some col leges, de -
part ments, and schools will not per mit a stu dent to re main in a
pro gram if there is an ac cu mu la tion of more than a spec i fied num -
ber of grad u ate cred its with lower than a 3.0 grade even though

the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age is 3.00. A stu dent who fails to 
meet the stan dards set by the university, col lege, and de part ment 
or school will not be per mit ted to con tinue to en roll in the de gree
pro gram, and ap pro pri ate ac tion will be taken by the col lege, de -
part ment, or school. 

Trans fer Credits

As many as 9 se mes ter cred its of grad u ate course work (ex clud -
ing re search and the sis cred its) may be trans ferred into a
30-credit mas ter's de gree pro gram from other postsecondary ac -
cred ited in sti tu tions com pa ra ble ac a demic qual ity, if they are ap -
pro pri ate to a stu dent's pro gram and pro vided they were
com pleted within the time lim its ap proved for the earn ing of the
de gree de sired at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. Each pro gram may
de cide how many cred its trans ferred from in sti tu tions external to
MSU may be ap plied to a grad u ate cer tif i cate pro gram that is part
of the mas ter's de gree. The de part ment or school chair per son or
di rec tor and dean must grant ap proval. Only courses in which at
least a 3.0 grade or its equiv a lent was re ceived will be con sid ered
for trans fer. Ex cep tions to this pol icy (at least a 2.0 grade) have
been granted for the dual de gree pro grams be tween Mich i gan
State University and the Michigan State University College of
Law. 

Some col leges with pro grams that re quire more than 30 cred its
for the de gree may ac cept more than 9 cred its in trans fer, but not
more than one–third of the to tal num ber of cred its re quired for the
mas ter's de gree may be ac cepted in trans fer.

Stu dents in any mas ter's pro gram may ap ply a max i mum of 9
cred its earned through any com bi na tion of courses taken through 
life long ed u ca tion, or in trans fer from an other in sti tu tion. Each
pro gram may de ter mine if courses are ap pro pri ate for the mas -
ter's pro gram and may al low fewer than 9 cred its to be ap plied to
the spe cific mas ter's pro gram.

For pro grams re quir ing greater than 30 cred its, the limit on the
num ber of cred its trans fer able from life long ed u ca tion re mains
less than 30% of the to tal credits.

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity will al low the Col lege of Ed u ca tion or
any other col lege to rec om mend the ac cep tance of up to 6 cred its
to ward a Mich i gan State University mas ter’s de gree if these cred -
its are rec og nized on an of fi cial Amer i can Coun cil on Ed u ca tion
(ACE) tran script show ing com ple tion of the Na tional Board Pro -
fes sional Teaching Standards Certification.

See Credits in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures
and Reg u la tions sec tion of this cat a log for ad di tional in for ma tion.

Off–Cam pus Work

Credit for courses taken at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity off-campus
in struc tional cen ters is of equal value to credit for on–cam pus
courses. How ever, for the mas ter's de gree at least 6 cred its must
be earned in res i dence on the East Lansing cam pus or at ap -
proved Mich i gan State Uni ver sity in struc tional sites, al though
some pro grams may re quire more. A stu dent who plans to take
off–cam pus courses should dis cuss the pos si bil i ties of ac cep -
tance of such work to ward the de gree with the ac a demic ad vi sor,
de part ment or school chair per son or di rec tor, or dean. Such ap -
proval should be ob tained be fore en roll ing in an off–cam pus
course, just as is done for an on–cam pus course.

Online Learning

The uni ver sity of fers se lected de gree pro grams (pri mar ily, pro -
fes sional mas ter’s de gree pro grams), cer tif i cate pro grams, and
in di vid ual courses on line. All uni ver sity reg u la tions, pol i cies, and
pro ce dures de scribed in this cat a log that ap ply to on-cam pus pro -
grams also ap ply to on line pro grams, un less spec i fied oth er wise.
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For more in for ma tion about on line learn ing, visit the web at
http://www.reg.msu.edu/ucc/OnlinePrograms.asp.

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity courses of fered on line are con sid -
ered on-cam pus courses. Ap pli ca bil ity of spe cific on line Mich i gan 
State Uni ver sity courses is de ter mined by the re quire ments of
spe cific pro grams. For more in for ma tion about course for mats
and credt is ,  v is i t  the web at
https://www.reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Text.asp?Sec -
tion=112#S506.

Time Limit

Un less oth er wise spec i fied, the time limit for the com ple tion of the
re quire ments for the mas ter's de gree is five cal en dar years from
the date of en roll ment in the first course in cluded for de gree cer tif -
i ca tion. The col leges of Arts and Let ters, Hu man Med i cine, Nat u -
ral Sci ence, Nursing, Os teo pathic Med i cine, So cial Sci ence, and
Vet er i nary Med i cine per mit six years with the fol low ing ex cep tion:
the time limit for the com ple tion of the Mas ter of Fine Arts de gree
in the Col lege of Arts and Let ters is nine years. 

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity must re serve the right to mod ify or
elim i nate pro grams that are de scribed in this pub li ca tion. In the
event such an ac tion is taken, stu dents af fected will be ad vised by
their units of the op tions avail able to them to com plete their de -
grees. Ev ery rea son able ef fort will be made to per mit stu dents to
com plete these pro grams or sim i lar pro grams.

RE QUIRE MENTS FOR A SEC OND, JOINT,
OR DUAL MASTER'S DE GREE

A can di date for a sec ond mas ter's de gree, or for joint or dual mas -
ter's de grees, from Mich i gan State Uni ver sity may re quest the ap -
pli ca tion of up to 9 cred its, ap pro pri ate to both pro grams, from the
first mas ter's de gree pro gram to the sec ond or from one mas ter's
pro gram to an other. These 9 cred its must have been earned
within the time lim i ta tions of the col lege con cerned. Cred its used
to sat isfy the re quire ments of one mas ter's de gree may not be
used to sat isfy the res i dency re quire ments of an other mas ter's
de gree. The can di date must ob tain writ ten ap proval from both
pro grams in di cat ing which 9 cred its will be shared. Some col -
lege's with pro grams that re quire more than 30 cred its for the
mas ter's de gree may ap ply more than 9 cred its to ward the mas -
ter's de gree but not more than 30% of the to tal num ber of cred its
re quired for the mas ter's de gree. Cred its ap plied to a Sec ond,
Joint, or Dual Mas ter's Degree Pro gram are not el i gi ble to be ap -
plied to any other grad u ate de gree pro gram.

RE QUIRE MENTS FOR A LINKED
BACH E LOR'S-MAS TER'S DE GREE

A can di date for a Linked Bach e lor's-Mas ter's De gree from Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity may re quest the ap pli ca tion of up to 9 cred its
to ward the mas ter's pro gram for qual i fy ing 400-level and above
course work taken at the un der grad u ate level at Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity or an other postsecondary ac cred ited in sti tu tion of
com pa ra ble ac a demic qual ity. The num ber of ap proved cred its,
not to ex ceed 9, are ap plied to ward the credit re quire ment of the
mas ter's de gree. Some col leges with pro grams that re quire more
than 30 cred its for the mas ter’s de gree may ap ply more than 9
cred its to ward the mas ter’s de gree but not more than one-third of
the to tal num ber of cred its re quired for the mas ter’s de gree. Cred -
its ap plied to the Linked Bach e lor's-Mas ter's Pro gram are not el i -
gi ble to be ap plied to any other grad u ate de gree pro gram.

RE QUIRE MENTS FOR A JOINT MASTER'S
DE GREE AND MED I CAL DE GREE

A stu dent who is en rolled in a grad u ate–pro fes sional pro gram in
Mich i gan State University's Col lege of Hu man, Os teo pathic, or
Vet er i nary Med i cine, and who is also en rolled in a mas ter's de -
gree pro gram at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity may re quest the ap pli -
ca tion of up to 9 cred its, ap pro pri ate to both pro grams, from the
grad u ate–pro fes sional pro gram to the mas ter's de gree pro gram,
as well. These cred its must have been earned within the time limit
for com plet ing the mas ter's de gree pro gram in which the stu dent
is en rolled. Some col lege's with pro grams that re quire more than
30 cred its for the mas ter's de gree may ap ply more than 9 cred its
to ward the mas ter's de gree but not more than 30% of the to tal
num ber of cred its re quired for the mas ter's de gree if ap proved by
the mas ter's de gree and grad u ate-pro fes sional de gree pro gram.
Cred its ap plied to a Joint Mas ter's De gree and Med i cal De gree
Pro gram are not el i gi ble to be ap plied to any other grad u ate de -
gree pro gram.

ED U CA TIONAL SPE CIAL IST PROGRAM1

For in for ma tion about the Ed u ca tional Spe cial ist pro gram, re fer to 
the Ed u ca tional Spe cial ist state ment in the Col lege of Ed u ca tion
sec tion of this cat a log.

DOC TORAL PRO GRAMS

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity of fers pro grams lead ing to the de grees
of Doc tor of Ed u ca tion (Ed.D.), Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice
(D.N.P.), Doc tor of Phi los o phy (Ph.D.), Doc tor of Mu si cal Arts
(D.M.A.), Doc tor of Med i cine (M.D.), Doc tor of Os teo pathic Med i -
cine (D.O.), and Doc tor of Vet er i nary Med i cine (D.V.M.). 

Pro grams of study for doc toral de grees are ad min is tered by
guid ance com mit tees, de part ments, schools, di vi sions, and col -
leges sub ject to pol i cies ap proved by the Uni ver sity Com mit tee
on Grad u ate Studies. 

Spe cific information about the pro grams lead ing to doc toral de -
grees of fered by the col leges of Ed u ca tion, Hu man Med i cine,
Nurs ing, Os teo pathic Med i cine, Vet er i nary Med i cine, and the
Col lege of Law may be ob tained from the spe cific college sec -
tions of this cat a log. The fol low ing in for ma tion ap plies only to the
Ph.D. and D.M.A. degrees.

Credit Re quire ments

Nor mally six or more semesters of study and re search be yond the 
bach e lor's de gree are needed to com plete a Ph.D. or D.M.A. pro -
gram, al though time is less im por tant than schol arly achieve -
ment. The min i mum num ber of courses or course cred its re quired 
for a doc toral de gree is de ter mined by in di vid ual col leges and/or
de part ments or schools. 

Res i dence

One year of res i dence on cam pus af ter first en roll ment for doc -
toral de gree credit is re quired to per mit the stu dent to work with
and un der the di rec tion of the fac ulty, and to en gage in in de pend -
ent and co op er a tive re search uti liz ing university fa cil i ties. A year
of res i dence will be made up of two con sec u tive se mes ters, in -
volv ing the com ple tion of cred its at the level of full-time sta tus of
grad u ate work each se mes ter. 
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Planning a Doc toral Pro gram and 
Ap point ment of a Guid ance Com mit tee

Each grad u ate stu dent ad mit ted to a doc toral pro gram has the re -
spon si bil ity to form a guid ance com mit tee with the ap proval and
the as sis tance of the de part ment or school chair per son or di rec tor 
or des ig nated rep re sen ta tive. The guid ance com mit tee will con -
sist of at least four Mich i gan State Uni ver sity reg u lar fac ulty at
least three of whom, in clud ing the com mit tee chair per son, pos -
sess an earned doc toral de gree, pref er a bly of the same type that
the stu dent is seek ing (for ex am ple, Ph.D.). For the D.M.A. de -
gree, the guid ance com mit tee will con sist of at least four reg u lar
MSU fac ulty, at least two of whom, in clud ing the com mit tee chair -
per son, pos sess the D.M.A. de gree. As de fined in the Fac ulty
Hand book:  “ The ‘reg u lar fac ulty’ of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
shall con sist of all per sons ap pointed un der the rules of ten ure
and hold ing the rank of pro fes sor, as so ci ate pro fes sor, as sis tant
pro fes sor, or in struc tor, and per sons ap pointed as li brar i ans. In
ad di tion, the prin ci pal ad min is tra tive of fi cer of each  ma jor ed u ca -
tional and re search unit of the university shall be a mem ber of the
‘reg u lar fac ulty.’ “

An ex cep tion may be granted by the Dean of the Grad u ate
School to al low a non–ten ure stream fac ulty mem ber or an Ac a -
demic Spe cial ist to serve on a doc toral stu dent's guid ance com -
mit tee as one of the four re quired fac ulty mem bers or as the
chair per son of a doc toral stu dent's guid ance com mit tee. With the
ap proval of the chair per son or di rec tor of the de part ment or
school, an ex cep tion may be granted to al low an Emer i tus fac ulty
mem ber to serve as one of the four re quired fac ulty mem bers on a 
doc toral stu dent's guid ance com mit tee; in ad di tion, an Emer i tus
fac ulty mem ber may con tinue to serve as the chair per son of a
guid ance com mit tee. More than four per sons may be mem bers of
the guid ance com mit tee. Per sons who are not Mich i gan State
University reg u lar fac ulty who can con trib ute to the stu dent's pro -
gram may serve as mem bers of the guid ance com mit tee and as -
sist in the work of the com mit tee, pro vid ing that the num ber of
such per sons does not ex ceed the num ber of reg u lar fac ulty on
the com mit tee. In con sul ta tion with the stu dent, the guid ance
com mit tee plans the en tire pro gram, in clud ing ex am i na tions, and
there af ter su per vises it, mak ing mod i fi ca tions as needed un til the
de gree is com pleted. 

The guid ance com mit tee shall be formed no later than the third
semester of doc toral study, or within two se mes ters be yond the
mas ter's de gree or its equiv a lent. Within one se mes ter af ter the
com mit tee has met, the chair per son of the guid ance com mit tee
shall file a guid ance com mit tee re port via GradPlan with the dean
of the col lege, list ing all de gree re quire ments. A copy of this guid -
ance com mit tee re port shall also be given to the grad u ate stu dent
or be gen er ated by the stu dent in GradPlan. This guid ance com -
mit tee re port, as changed or amended in full con sul ta tion be -
tween the grad u ate stu dent and the com mit tee and ap proved by
the ap pro pri ate de part ment or school chair per son or di rec tor and
the dean of the col lege, shall be re garded as the state ment of pro -
gram re quire ments. The pro gram will not be con sid ered bind ing
un less signed by the stu dent. Prep a ra tion of this guid ance com -
mit tee re port should be com pleted us ing GradPlan which is a
web-in ter ac tive sys tem for Ph.D. stu dents to cre ate and store
their Ph.D. de gree plans and sub se quent grad u ate pro gram ac -
tiv i ties. The re port of the guid ance com mit tee is cre ated and ap -
proved elec tron i cally, and stored in GradPlan along with all other
de gree re quire ments. Visit https://gradplan.msu.edu.  

The guid ance com mit tee re port in cludes a state ment of the stu -
dent's pro posed pro gram, with a time ta ble and ten ta tive dis ser ta -
tion topic. In the re port, the com mit tee also rec om mends whether
to ac cept any grad u ate credit be yond the mas ter's de gree level
that was taken at other in sti tu tions; whether any study may be
done in ab sen tia, and un der what con di tions; what lan guage ex -
am i na tions or al ter na tive pro gram, if any, the stu dent must com -

plete; and which mem ber of the com mit tee should later di rect the
re search that is to form the ba sis of the stu dent's dis ser ta tion. 

Once des ig nated, the guid ance com mit tee has the re spon si bil -
ity to meet pe ri od i cally to over see the grad u ate stu dent's prog -
ress for as long as the grad u ate stu dent con tin ues in good
stand ing. Any de sired or re quired changes in the mem ber ship of
the guid ance com mit tee may be made by the grad u ate stu dent
with the con cur rence of the unit chair per son or di rec tor or des ig -
nated rep re sen ta tive, or by the unit with the con cur rence of the
grad u ate stu dent in ac cor dance with university, col lege, and unit
pol icy. The mem ber ship of the guid ance com mit tee, with the con -
cur rence of the grad u ate stu dent, may be changed as ap pro pri ate 
to the dis ser ta tion topic. Guid ance com mit tee chair per sons on
leave shall pro vide for the nec es sary guid ance of their advisees
dur ing their ab sence. 

The guid ance com mit tee is re spon si ble for in sur ing the ad e -
quacy of the over all pro gram, in keep ing with the gen eral pol icy
that six or more semesters of study and re search be yond the
bach e lor's de gree are re quired.

Pro gram of Study

Dur ing the course of study lead ing to the com ple tion of the doc tor -
ate, a stu dent will meet university, col lege, and de part ment or
school re quire ments, in clud ing: 
1. taking cer ti fy ing or qual i fy ing ex am i na tions as re quired by

the de part ment, school, or col lege. 
2. com pleting courses in the ma jor and re lated fields as pre -

scribed by a guid ance com mit tee. 
3. ful filling any col lege or de part men tal or school lan guage re -

quire ments. 
4. meet ing the ac a demic stan dards, in clud ing main tain ing a

3.00 cu mu la tive grade–point av er age, re quired by
university, col lege, and de part ment or school pol i cies. 

5. pass ing doc toral com pre hen sive ex am i na tions cov er ing the
ma jor and re lated fields. 

6. pre paring a dis ser ta tion that is ac cept able to the guid ance
com mit tee and that is based on orig i nal re search which
makes a sig nif i cant con tri bu tion to knowl edge. 

7. pass ing a fi nal oral ex am i na tion in de fense of the dis ser ta -
tion. 

Ex am i na tions Other Than Com pre hen sives

Cer tain col leges, de part ments, or schools may re quire that a stu -
dent early in the pro gram take some form of cer ti fy ing or qual i fy -
ing ex am i na tion. The re sults are used to de ter mine if the stu dent
should be en cour aged to pro ceed in a doc toral pro gram, and, if
so, to de ter mine any weak ness that ex ists in back ground knowl -
edge which may be strength ened by in clud ing ap pro pri ate
courses in the doc toral pro gram. 

Course Re quire ments

Courses (in ad di tion to those num bered 999 Doc toral Dis ser ta -
tion Research) will be pre scribed by the guid ance com mit tee to
in sure that the stu dent will have a com pre hen sive knowl edge of a
ma jor field and re lated sub jects. The courses that a stu dent is re -
quired to com plete will de pend upon prior ac a demic back ground
in re la tion to the se lected grad u ate pro gram.

Doc toral Com pre hen sive Ex am i na tions

When the pre scribed course work is sub stan tially com plete as de -
fined by the guid ance com mit tee, the doc toral stu dent is el i gi ble
to take the com pre hen sive ex am i na tions cov er ing the ma jor and
re lated fields. At least one com po nent of the com pre hen sive ex -
am i na tions must be writ ten and must be main tained in the de part -
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in the de gree pro gram, and ap pro pri ate ac tion will be taken by the
col lege, de part ment, or school.

Trans fer Credits

Grad u ate cred its may be trans ferred from other postsecondary
ac cred ited in sti tu tions of com pa ra ble academic qual ity if they are
ap pro pri ate to a stu dent's pro gram and pro vided they were com -
pleted within the time lim its ap proved for the earn ing of the de gree 
de sired at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. The de part ment or school
chair per son or di rec tor and dean must grant ap proval. Only grad -
u ate–level courses in which at least a 3.0 (B) grade was re ceived
will be con sid ered for trans fer. Ex cep tions to this pol icy (at least a
2.0 grade) have been granted for the dual de gree pro grams be -
tween Mich i gan State University and the Mich i gan State Uni ver -
sity Col lege of Law. 

A stu dent who is en rolled in a doc toral pro gram and who is also
en rolled in a mas ter's de gree pro gram at Mich i gan State Uni ver -
sity may re quest the ap pli ca tion of up to 9 cred its, ap pro pri ate to
both pro grams, from the doc toral pro gram to the mas ter's de gree
pro gram, as well. These cred its must have been earned within the 
time limit for com plet ing the mas ter's de gree pro gram in which the 
stu dent is en rolled.

See Credits in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures
and Reg u la tions sec tion of this cat a log for ad di tional in for ma tion.

Work in Ab sen tia

Can di dates for the doc toral de gree may, with the ap proval of the
guid ance com mit tee, carry on some of the work in ab sen tia. Ar -
range ments for reg is tra tion may be made by ap ply ing at the of fice
of the dean of the ap pro pri ate col lege.

Time Limit

For the Doc tor of Phi los o phy  and the Doc tor of Mu si cal Arts de -
grees, all of the com pre hen sive ex am i na tions must be passed
within five years and all re main ing re quire ments for the de gree
must be com pleted within eight years from the time when a stu -
dent be gins the first class at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity that ap -
pears on his or her doc toral pro gram of study. Ap pli ca tion for
ex ten sions of the eight-year pe riod of time to ward de gree must be 
sub mit ted by the de part ment/school for ap proval by the dean of
the col lege and the Dean of the Grad u ate School. Upon ap proval
of the ex ten sion, doc toral com pre hen sive ex am i na tions must be
passed again.

Dual Ma jor Doc toral De grees

All dual ma jor doc toral de grees must be ap proved by the Dean of
the Grad u ate School. A re quest for the dual ma jor de gree must be 
sub mit ted within one se mes ter fol low ing its de vel op ment and
within the first two years of the stu dent’s en roll ment at Mich i gan
State University. A copy of the guid ance com mit tee re port must be 
at tached. The fol low ing con di tions must pre vail. 
1. The in tent to re ceive the de gree in two ar eas must be out -

lined in the guid ance com mit tee re port. 
2. The con tent of the guid ance com mit tee re port must re flect

the re quired stan dards for both de part ments. 
3. The in te grated course work must be sat is fac tory to both de -

part ments. 
4. The com pre hen sive ex am i na tion must be passed to the sat -

is fac tion of both de part ments. 
5. A guid ance com mit tee in clud ing mem bers from both de part -

ments must be sat is fied that the dis ser ta tion rep re sents a
con tri bu tion meet ing the usual stan dards in both ar eas.

6. There must be a sin gle dis ser ta tion that rep re sents an in te -
gra tion of the dis ci plin ary ar eas.

7. Re spon si ble Con duct of Re search re quire ments will be as
de fined and ap proved by the guid ance com mit tee.

Spe cial Pro grams

The fol low ing reg u la tions per tain to (1) stu dents who hold a Doc -
tor of Phi los o phy (Ph.D.) de gree and wish to pur sue a sec ond
Ph.D. pro gram, or who wish to pur sue two Ph.D. pro grams si mul -
ta neously, and (2) stu dents who hold a pro fes sional doc toral de -
gree (e.g., M.D., D.O., D.V.M.) and wish to pur sue a Ph.D.
pro gram, or who wish to pur sue a pro fes sional doc toral pro gram
and an other doc toral de gree pro gram si mul ta neously.
1. Ad mis sion is de ter mined by the re spec tive col lege(s), de -

part ment(s), or school(s), within cur rent university guide -
lines. 

2. A guid ance com mit tee com posed of a chair per son and at
least three ad di tional mem bers is ap pointed by the unit in
which the stu dent is en rolled, and the ac a demic pro gram de -
vel oped in con sul ta tion with the stu dent. 

3. The re quest for the ac a demic pro gram must be sub mit ted to
the Grad u ate School, within one month fol low ing its de vel op -
ment by the guid ance com mit tee, for re view and ap proval. A
copy of the guid ance com mit tee re port must be at tached. 

4. The Grad u ate School re view in cludes ap pro pri ate ness of the 
guid ance com mit tee mem ber ship, the ac a demic pro gram,
and courses or cred its ap plied to the two pro grams.

DOC TOR OF ED U CA TION

For in for ma tion about the Doc tor of Ed u ca tion pro gram, re fer to
the Doc tor of Ed u ca tion state ment in the Col lege of Ed u ca tion
sec tion of this cat a log.

DOC TOR OF MU SI CAL ARTS

For in for ma tion about the Doc tor of Mu si cal Arts pro gram, re fer to
the Doc tor of Mu si cal Arts state ment in the Col lege of Music sec -
tion of this cat a log.

DOC TOR OF NURS ING PRAC TICE

For in for ma tion about the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice pro gram, re -
fer to the Doc tor of Nurs ing Prac tice state ment in the Col lege of
Nurs ing sec tion of this cat a log.

CIC COURSESHARE

Grad u ate stu dents at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity are el i gi ble to
par tic i pate in the CIC CourseShare pro gram, spon sored by the
Big Ten Uni ver si ties and the Uni ver sity of Chi cago through the
Com mit tee on In sti tu tional Co op er a tion (CIC).

CIC CourseShare is a sys tem for shar ing spe cial ized and
unique courses among CIC uni ver si ties. Courses taught us ing
tech nol ogy have been tar geted for CIC CourseShare, but
face-to-face courses, par tic u larly those taught in a non-tra di tional 
for mat such as sum mer in ten sive ses sions or week end sem i nars
are also can di dates.

On line and other non-tra di tion ally de liv ered courses that are
inter-in sti tu tion ally shared will be de ter mined and agreed upon by
the deans of the par tic i pat ing ac a demic de part ments. It is most
likely that CIC CourseShare courses will fo cus on shar ing grad u -
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ate and other very spe cial ized courses not of fered at ev ery CIC in -
sti tu tion.

A grad u ate stu dent from Mich i gan State Uni ver sity who en rolls
in a CIC CourseShare course will be reg is tered on the Mich i gan
State University cam pus, and fees will be col lected and kept by
this in sti tu tion. No ad di tional fees will be charged. Credit for work
taken un der this pro gram will be ac cepted at this Uni ver sity.

A grad u ate stu dent in ter ested in this pro gram should con tact
the Grad u ate School for in struc tions and for mal pro cess ing.

CIC TRAVELING SCHOLAR PRO GRAM

Doc toral stu dents at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity are el i gi ble to ap -
ply for ad mis sion to the “Traveling Scholar Pro gram,” spon sored
by the Big Ten Uni ver sities and Uni ver sity of Chi cago through the
Com mit tee on In sti tu tional Co op er a tion (CIC). 

The CIC Trav el ing Scholar pro gram en ables se lected doc toral
stu dents to take ad van tage of spe cial fa cil i ties avail able on the
cam pus of one of the par tic i pat ing uni ver si ties but not avail able on 
the home cam pus. Such fa cil i ties in clude spe cial course of fer -
ings, re search op por tu ni ties, lab o ra to ries, and li brary col lec tions.
Stu dents par tic i pat ing in this pro gram, known as "CIC Traveling
Scholars,'' are lim ited to two se mes ters or three quar ters on an -
other cam pus.

 A CIC Traveling Scholar from Mich i gan State Uni ver sity will be
reg is tered on the Mich i gan State University cam pus, and fees will
be col lected and kept by this in sti tu tion. No ad di tional fees will be
charged. Credit for work taken un der this pro gram will be ac -
cepted at this Uni ver sity. 

A doc toral stu dent in ter ested in this pro gram should con tact the 
Grad u ate School for in struc tions and for mal pro cess ing or visit
grad.msu.edu/cic. 

MICH I GAN IN TER COL LE GIATE GRAD U ATE
STUD IES PRO GRAM

The Mich i gan In ter col le giate Grad u ate Studies (MIGS) Pro gram
en ables grad u ate stu dents of Mich i gan in sti tu tions of fer ing grad u -
ate de gree pro grams to take ad van tage of unique ed u ca tional op -
por tu ni ties at other Mich i gan in sti tu tions of fer ing grad u ate
de grees. 

Any grad u ate stu dent in good stand ing in a mas ter's, ed u ca -
tional spe cial ist, or doc toral de gree pro gram is el i gi ble to par tic i -
pate. Stu dents on a MIGS en roll ment pay tu i tion and other fees at
the host in sti tu tion for the ser vices ren dered. All cred its earned
un der a MIGS en roll ment are ac cepted by a stu dent's home in sti -
tu tion as if of fered by that in sti tu tion. This type of en roll ment is lim -
ited to one se mes ter for mas ter's or ed u ca tional spe cial ist de gree
stu dents, and two se mes ters for doc toral de gree stu dents. 

Stu dents in ter ested in this pro gram should con tact the Grad u -
ate School for fur ther in for ma tion and in struc tions or visit
grad.msu.edu/migs. 

IN TER DE PART MEN TAL
PRO GRAMS

DOC TORAL PRO GRAM IN EN VI RON MEN TAL AND 
IN TE GRA TIVE TOX I CO LOG I CAL SCIENCES

The pur pose of the Doctoral Pro gram in En vi ron men tal and In te -
gra tive Tox i co log i cal Sci ences is to pro vide stu dents with ex cel -
lent train ing in a ba sic sci ence dis ci pline and train ing and
cre den tials in en vi ron men tal and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal sci -
ences.  Stu dents ac cepted into a dis ci plin ary Doc tor of Phi los o -
phy degree pro gram (e.g., zo ol ogy, bio chem is try and mo lec u lar
bi ol ogy) may ap ply sub se quently for ad mis sion to the en vi ron -
men tal and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal sci ences pro gram. Stu dents
who com plete this multidisciplinary course of study earn the
Ph.D. de gree in a ba sic sci ence dis ci pline with a dual ma jor in en -
vi ron men tal tox i col ogy.

The dis ci plin ary pro grams that co op er ate with the en vi ron men -
tal and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal sci ences pro gram are listed be -
low.  Each is rep re sented by train ing fac ulty af fil i ated with
Mich i gan State University’s In sti tute for In te gra tive Tox i col ogy,
through which the Doctoral  Pro gram in En vi ron men tal and In te -
gra tive Tox i co log i cal Sci ences is ad min is tered.  The pro gram al -
lows stu dents sub stan tial flex i bil ity in choos ing ar eas of study. 
Each stu dent’s course of study is planned with that in di vid ual’s
par tic u lar in ter ests, ca pa bil i ties, and pro fes sional goals in mind. 
For each multidisciplinary doc toral pro gram, the stu dent must
meet the re quire ments for the dis ci plin ary ma jor (e.g., zo ol ogy,
bio chem is try and mo lec u lar bi ol ogy) and the re quire ments for the
en vi ron men tal tox i col ogy dual major.

In par tial ful fill ment of the en vi ron men tal tox i col ogy ma jor, the
stu dent must com plete ei ther the en vi ron men tal track or the tox i -
col ogy track. Course re quire ments for the tox i col ogy track are de -
signed for doc toral stu dents in bio med i cal dis ci plines. Course
re quire ments for the en vi ron men tal track are de signed for doc -
toral stu dents in en gi neer ing, chem is try and other fields who may
have less back ground in mam ma lian bi ol ogy. When all re quire -
ments for the de gree have been met, both the chair per son of the
de part ment that ad min is ters the stu dent’s dis ci plin ary ma jor and
the di rec tor of the Doctoral Pro gram in En vi ron men tal and In te -
gra tive Toxicological Sciences program will recommend the
student for the de gree.

Where course re quire ments for a dis ci plin ary ma jor and for the
en vi ron men tal tox i col ogy ma jor over lap, a given course may be
counted to ward both re quire ments.

In ad di tion to meet ing the re quire ments of the university and of
the de part ment and col lege in which the stu dent is en rolled, the
stu dent must meet the re quire ments spec i fied be low.
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Ad mis sion 

A stu dent must be ac cepted for grad u ate study in one of the de -
part ments listed be low be fore ap ply ing for ad mis sion to the
Doctoral Pro gram in En vi ron men tal and In te gra tive Tox i co log i cal
Sci ences. Ad mis sion re quires the ap proval of the en vi ron men tal
and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal sci ences grad u ate com mit tee and
the pro gram di rec tor.  A stu dent seek ing ad mis sion must have
earned at least a bach e lor’s de gree; have com pleted, with a min i -
mum grade–point av er age of 3.0, suf fi cient cred its in the bi o log i -
cal, be hav ioral, and phys i cal sci ences to in di cate prob a ble
suc cess in the pro gram; and have been ac cepted as an advisee
by a mem ber of the en vi ron men tal and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal
sci ences train ing fac ulty af fil i ated with the In sti tute for In te gra tive
Tox i col ogy.  In spe cial cases, an ap pli cant with de fi cien cies in
back ground courses may be ad mit ted on a pro vi sional ba sis.  Stu -
dents ad mit ted on a pro vi sional ba sis will not be considered for an
advanced degree until they have fulfilled the provisional
requirements.

Guid ance Com mit tee 

At least two mem bers of the stu dent’s guid ance com mit tee must
be mem bers of the en vi ron men tal and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal
sci ences fac ulty.  At least one mem ber of the com mit tee must be
from a de part ment or dis ci plin ary pro gram other than the one that
ad min is ters the stu dent’s dis ci plin ary ma jor. 

Re quire ments for the En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Com po nent of the Doctoral Pro gram in En vi ron men tal
and In te gra tive Tox i co log i cal Sciences

1. The topic of the Ph.D. dis ser ta tion re search must be in the
broad area of en vi ron men tal and in te gra tive tox i co log i cal sci -
ences and be ac cept able to the en vi ron men tal and in te gra -
tive tox i co log i cal sci ences faculty.

2. The stu dent must com plete the re quire ments for ei ther the
en vi ron men tal track or the tox i col ogy track with a
grade–point av er age of at least 3.0.

3. The stu dent must at tend and par tic i pate in sem i nars in tox i -
co log i cal sciences. 

The multidepartmental doc toral pro grams in en vi ron men tal
tox i col ogy are listed be low by the units that ad min is ter them:

Col lege of Ag ri cul ture and Nat u ral Re sources
De part ment of An i mal Sci ence

An i mal Sci ence–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
De part ment of Crop and Soil Sci ences

Crop and Soil Sci ences–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
De part ment of Fish er ies and Wild life

Fish er ies and Wild life–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
De part ment of Food Sci ence and Hu man Nu tri tion

Food Sci ence–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Hu man Nu tri tion-En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy

De part ment of For estry
For estry–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy

Col lege of Nat u ral Sci ence
Cell and Mo lec u lar Bi ol ogy–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Ge net ics-En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Neu ro sci ence-En vi ron men tal Toxicology
De part ment of Bio chem is try and Mo lec u lar Bi ol ogy

Bio chem is try and Mo lec u lar Bi ol ogy–En vi ron men tal 
Tox i col ogy

De part ment of Chem is try
Chem is try–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy

De part ment of Geo log i cal Sci ences
En vi ron men tal Geosciences–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy

De part ment of In te gra tive Biology
Zo ol ogy–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy

Col lege of Vet er i nary Med i cine
Com par a tive Med i cine and In te gra tive Bi ol ogy

–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Mi cro bi ol ogy–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Pa thobiol ogy–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
Phar ma col ogy and Tox i col ogy–En vi ron men tal Tox i col ogy
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