
AD MIS SION

An un der grad u ate stu dent at Mich i gan State University may
choose a ma jor field of study from among more than 150 pro -
grams. To earn a bach e lor's de gree, stu dents must com plete re -
quire ments pre scribed by the university, their col leges, and their
de part ments.  Care ful plan ning of elec tives and choice of
selectives per mit de sign of a pro gram of study around the stu -
dent's par tic u lar in ter ests and abil i ties. 

In re cent years, many stu dents en ter ing the university as
first-time fresh men have taken more than four years to com plete
the re quire ments for the bach e lor's de gree. This is a na tional
trend in all uni ver si ties and has many causes.

A list of the col leges, schools, and de part ments of in struc tion,
the pro grams and areas of study, the de grees of fered, and the
course des ig na tions are shown in The Ac a demic Pro gram sec tion 
of this cat a log. Some in struc tional units do not have pro grams
which lead to de grees for un der grad u ates, but of fer courses, e.g.,
Aero space Stud ies,  Large An i mal Clin i cal Sci ences, Mil i tary Sci -
ence, and Phar ma col ogy and Tox i col ogy. 

In for ma tion re lat ing to en roll ment, pay ment of fees, cred its,
changes in en roll ment, the grad ing sys tem, fa cil i ties, and other
gen eral in for ma tion is given in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies,
Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions sec tion of this cat a log.

Stu dent Com puter Pol icy

All un der grad u ate stu dents at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity are re -
quired to have a com puter that can con nect to the Internet us ing a
high speed con nec tion.

All stu dents should check with their pro spec tive ma jor col lege
and de part ment to de ter mine if their pro gram has spe cific com -
puter re quire ments for their ac a demic programs. Some pro grams 
re quire all of their stu dents to have a lap top com puter. Oth ers

strongly rec om mend us ing par tic u lar com puter op er at ing sys -
tems.

If there are no spe cific com puter re quire ments for the stu dent’s
pro gram of study, then the com puter may be ei ther a desk top or a
lap top. The stu dent’s com puter may be any brand run ning any
op er at ing sys tem. Stu dents will want to be sure the com puter will
run the ap pli ca tions soft ware, e.g. of fice ap pli ca tions, they will
use for their courses.  The com puter must be able to con nect di -
rectly to Mich i gan State University's cam pus net work and the
Internet us ing a high-speed Ethernet con nec tion. Handheld de -
vices, such as web-en abled per sonal dig i tal as sis tants or cell
phones, do not meet this requirement.

If a lap top com puter is cho sen, stu dents should con sider hav -
ing a ma chine that is equipped not only with an Ethernet card, but
also with a wire less card to communicate wirelessly with the Mich -
i gan State University net work. The Mich i gan State University
wire less net work sup ports all cur rent wire less com mu ni ca tion
pro to cols (i.e. 802.11a, b, g, and n).

It is cru cially im por tant that all com puters be equipped with vi -
rus pro tec tion and firewall soft ware, and that the soft ware be in -
stalled and run ning prior to con nect ing a com puter to the
Mich i gan State University net work.

Some course sec tions may be taught with the ex pec ta tion that
stu dents use lap top com put ers in class. For each sec tion, this is
noted in the Sched ule of Courses. There fore, a lap top may pro -
vide ex panded in struc tional op por tu ni ties for students.

Costs re lated to this re quire ment will be in cluded in the cal cu la -
tion of fi nan cial aid el i gi bil ity for need-based aid or fed eral or pri -
vate loans.

For the lat est in for ma tion on Mich i gan State University com put -
ing ser vices, hard ware and soft ware, visit www.tech.msu.edu.
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UN DER GRAD U ATE AD MIS SION 
TO THE UNI VER SITY  

Ad mis sion Ap pli ca tion Dead lines

Reg u lar Ap pli cants. The ap pli ca tion dead line for un der grad u ate 
ap pli ca tions is nor mally 30 days be fore the be gin ning of the se -
mes ter; how ever, the dead line is sub ject to ear lier clos ing with out
no tice es pe cially for fall se mes ter. In re cent years, the num ber of
qual i fied fresh man ap pli cants has ex ceeded avail able spaces.
Those per sons who qual ify for ad mis sion af ter hav ing com pleted
the elev enth grade fill the fresh man class ini tially. For full est con -
sid er ation, ap ply as early as pos si ble dur ing the se nior year of
high school.

If a per son submits an ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion to an un der -
grad u ate pro gram at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity for a spe cific se -
mes ter, and is ac cepted but does not en roll for that se mes ter, the
ap pli ca tion may be re ac ti vated within a pe riod of one year sub ject
to the dead line for fil ing ap pli ca tions for ad mis sion and a new ap -
pli ca tion re view will be conducted.  If, af ter one year, the per son
still has not en rolled at Mich i gan State, a new ap pli ca tion for ad -
mis sion must be submitted.

Ap pli ca tion Pro ce dure for High School Se niors

Ad mis sion to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is open to all can di dates
on the ba sis of ac a demic prep a ra tion and abil ity, and the avail abil -
ity of space in the de sired ac a demic pro gram, and with out re gard
to race, color, gen der, gen der iden tity, re li gion, na tional or i gin, po -
lit i cal per sua sion, sex ual ori en ta tion, gen der iden tity, mar i tal sta -
tus, dis abil ity, height, weight, vet eran sta tus, age, or (in the case
of U.S. cit i zens) fi nan cial need.

If you are a high school se nior ap ply ing for en trance as a fresh -
man, you should: 
1. Ap ply online at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu.

a. Com plete the online ap pli ca tion in clud ing your per sonal
statement.  The ap pli ca tion fee is re quired at the time
you sub mit the on line ap pli ca tion.  Pay ment must be
made us ing Visa, MasterCard, Dis cover, or Amer i can
Ex press, or by on line check. Re fer to Costs in the Gen -
eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions
sec tion of this cat a log. Ap pli ca tion fee waiv ers are avail -
able on line or from your high school for el i gi ble stu dents. 
In ter na tional ap pli cants are not el i gi ble for ap pli ca tion
fee waiv ers.

b. Sub mit your per sonal state ment elec tron i cally in your
ap pli ca tion for ad mis sion. You should only an swer one
question.

c. Have your ACT or SAT scores sent to Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity by the test ing agency. The ACT code is 2032;
the SAT code is 1465. You are re quired to sub mit the
writ ing por tion of ei ther ex am i na tion.

Ap pli ca tion Pro ce dure for Trans fer Stu dents  

If you have had some col lege-level work af ter high school
graduation and are ap ply ing as a trans fer stu dent, you should:
1. Ap ply online at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu. 

a. Com plete the online ap pli ca tion in clud ing your per sonal
statement.  In clude courses cur rently be ing taken and all 
an tic i pate course work prior to en roll ing at MSU.  The
ap pli ca tion fee is re quired at the time you sub mit the on -
line ap pli ca tion.  Pay ment must be made us ing Visa,
MasterCard, Dis cover, or Amer i can Ex press, or by us -
ing an on line check. Re fer to Costs in the Gen eral In for -
ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions sec tion of 
this cat a log. Ap pli ca tion fee waiv ers are avail able on line

for el i gi ble stu dents. In ter na tional ap pli cants are not el i -
gi ble for ap pli ca tion fee waiv ers.

b. Af ter your ap pli ca tion is re ceived and en ti ties at tended
ver i fied, you will be asked to self-re port your ac a demic
re cord for all U.S. in sti tu tions of higher ed u ca tion for ad -
mis sion con sid er ation. Do not self-re port course
work for in ter na tional in sti tu tions. Sealed of fi cial pa -
per tran scripts from all in ter na tional in sti tu tions must be
sub mit ted.
(1) Upon ad mis sion, all trans fer stu dents are re quired

to pro vide cur rent, of fi cial tran scripts from all in sti -
tu tions at tended.

(2) Ap pli cants who have ac cu mu lated fewer than 28
trans fer able cred its must also sub mit an of fi cial
high school tran script and stan dard ized test
scores.

FRESH MAN AD MIS SION 

A high school stu dent plan ning to ap ply as a freshman should
sub mit an ap pli ca tion as soon as pos si ble at the be gin ning of the
se nior year. There are many ad van tages to ap ply ing early. For ex -
am ple, some pro grams are filled on a first-ad mit ted ba sis. Stu -
dents in ter ested in be ing con sid ered for merit schol ar ships
should ap ply by No vem ber 1, and all stu dents are strongly en -
cour aged to ap ply by Jan u ary 1. Students should ap ply us ing the
on line ap pli ca tion avail able at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu. Fresh -
man ap pli cants are also re quired to sub mit a per sonal state ment,
of fi cial ACT or SAT scores, and of fi cial tran scripts from all high
schools and col leges attended. 

The university seeks to ad mit stu dents who pro vide ev i dence of 
in tel lec tual per for mance, good char ac ter, and po ten tial, which
will per mit them to profit from pro grams of the ac a demic rigor of
those of fered by Mich i gan State University. The ad mis sion de ci -
sion takes into ac count all avail able ac a demic data, in clud ing
grades, test scores, cal i ber of high school pro gram and prin ci pal
and coun selor com ments. The university may con sider non-ac a -
demic fac tors in its ad mis sion de ci sions, in clud ing in for ma tion it
re ceives on an ap pli cant’s lead er ship qual i ties, ex cep tional tal -
ents, con duct and com mu nity in volve ment re cord. Typ i cally, the
most im por tant el e ment in the ad mis sions pro cess is high school
ac a demic achieve ment. Each ap pli ca tion re ceives in di vid ual at -
ten tion. Ap pli cants who are ad mis si ble will be granted ad mis sion
pend ing con fir ma tion of sat is fac tory sta tus with re gard to fi nal
grades and other ad mis sion cri te ria.

Pri or ity is given to ap pli cants who have strong high school re -
cords sup ported by com pa ra ble test scores. The chief ac a demic
of fi cer of the university has au thor ity to grant waiv ers of usual en -
trance re quire ments. 

Ad mis sion to the university is con di tioned upon the ap pli cant
pro vid ing ac cu rate and cur rent ad mis sions in for ma tion and upon
the ap pli cant up dat ing such data if cir cum stances arise that make 
the pre vi ously pro vided in for ma tion in ac cu rate, mis lead ing or in -
com plete in an im por tant way. Sub mis sion of an ap pli ca tion au -
tho rizes the university to in ves ti gate the ac cu racy of state ments
made and data pro vided by the ap pli cant and those who sub mit
ma te ri als or in for ma tion on be half of the ap pli cant. Fal si fi ca tions,
mis rep re sen ta tions or omis sions in ap pli ca tion an swers or sup -
port ing data may con sti tute grounds to deny or re voke ad mis sion
to the university. Ad mis sion to the university may be de nied or re -
voked if the university learns that an in di vid ual has en gaged in
con duct that in di cates to the university that the in di vid ual is not
ready to be a re spon si ble mem ber of the university com mu nity. 

The university en cour ages all ap pli cants to visit the East Lan -
sing cam pus. Ad mis sions pre sen ta tions and cam pus tours are
avail able Mon day-Fri day through out the year and on se lect Sat -
ur days dur ing fall and spring. There is no charge, but pre-reg is tra -
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t ion is re quired. For more in for ma t ion, please visi t
www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/visitcampus.

Ex am i na tions

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity re quires scores from ei ther the ACT or
the SAT for ev ery do mes tic fresh man ap pli cant. Fresh man
applicants are re quired to take the writing por tion of ei ther the
ACT or the SAT. SAT II ex ams are not re quired by Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity.

Scores should be sent to MSU di rectly from the test ing agency.
MSU's ACT code is 2032; MSU's SAT code is 1465. In for ma tion
on the ACT is avail able at www.act.org and on the SAT at
www.collegeboard.com.

High School Re quire ments

En trance Re quire ments:  Mich i gan State University con tin ues
to sup port a mul ti fac eted ap proach to ad mis sions where fac tors
such as grades, test scores, tal ent and ex pe ri ence are con sid -
ered along with a crit i cal com po nent of spe cific course re quire -
ments. MSU rec og nizes that there will be stu dents who have
po ten tial for ac a demic suc cess at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity, but
who have not pre cisely met the high school course re quire ments,
e.g., high-achiev ing stu dents, stu dents whose high schools do
not of fer all of the ap pro pri ate courses, non–tra di tional stu dents,
and in ter na tional stu dents. The ab sence of any par tic u lar com po -
nent of high school course work should not be an in sur mount able
bar rier to ad mis sion. Mich i gan State Uni ver sity urges all in ter -
ested in di vid u als to ap ply for ad mis sion.

High School Cur ric u lar Re quire ments:  Mich i gan State
University rec og nizes that ad e quate prep a ra tion for col le giate
level pro grams de mands com pre hen sive work in the ac a demic
sub ject mat ter ar eas and sub stan tial train ing in writ ing. High
school course work re quire ments pro vide the foun da tion on which 
uni ver sity work is built by pro vid ing ba sic com pe ten cies in the fol -
low ing ar eas.

Eng lish:  Four (4) years of col lege pre pa ra tory com po si tion
and lit er a ture courses. The abil ity to com pre hend what is be ing
read and to read crit i cally is fun da men tal for suc cess in col lege. A
stu dent must come to col lege with the ba sic abil ity to
acknowledge as sump tions, to iden tify in ten tions, to rec og nize the 
var i ous forms of lit er ary ex pres sions, and to un der stand and re act 
to the au thor's mes sage. It is ex pected that a high school stu dent
is fa mil iar with a wide range of lit er a ture rep re sent ing all lit er ary
forms and drawn from a va ri ety of cul tures.

Clar ity of ex pres sion is also im por tant. Col lege pro grams typ i -
cally re quire the abil ity to or ga nize, pres ent and eval u ate in for ma -
tion and con cepts in writ ten form. A stu dent must be able to use
the con ven tions of writ ten Eng lish to con vey ideas in an ef fec tive
and ef fi cient man ner. The suc cess ful stu dent will be able to write
an a lyt i cally and crit i cally, to con struct ar gu ments, and to see re la -
tion ships be tween con tent and form, while re or ga niz ing, re vis ing,
and re fin ing to achieve a log i cal se quence of ideas lead ing to a
con clu sion.

Math e mat ics:  Three (3) years of col lege pre pa ra tory math e -
mat ics, in clud ing two years of al ge bra and one year of ge om e try.
Col lege bound stu dents must un der stand the lan guage, no ta tion
and de duc tive na ture of math e mat ics and be able to ex press
quan ti ta tive ideas with pre ci sion. They must have skill in such ba -
sics as the so lu tion of equa tions and in equal i ties, and the sim pli fi -
ca tion of al ge braic ex pres sions. Stu dents who take less than four
years of math e mat ics in high school, or who do not take math e -
mat ics in their se nior year, of ten find it nec es sary to make up a de -

fi ciency prior to be gin ning work in their ma jor area of con cen tra -
tion.  Stu dents are strongly ad vised to pur sue math e mat ics
courses be yond the three–year min i mum re quired for ad mis sion.
In par tic u lar, it is rec om mended that a cal cu lus pre pa ra tory
course be in cluded.

Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences. Two (2) years of col lege
pre pa ra tory sci ence courses from the ar eas of bi ol ogy, chem is try, 
phys ics, and earth sci ence. As sci ence and tech nol ogy be come
in creas ingly im por tant in ev ery day life, col lege bound stu dents, in 
par tic u lar, need an un der stand ing of fun da men tal sci en tific con -
cepts. They must know enough about lab o ra tory and field work to
ask ap pro pri ate sci en tific ques tions and to rec og nize ex per i men -
tal ap proaches to the so lu tion of such ques tions. They should un -
der stand in some depth sci en tific con cepts and should have
some ex pe ri ence in lab o ra tory meth ods. Ad di tional sci ence
courses are highly rec om mended, par tic u larly if a stu dent is con -
sid er ing a sci en tific or tech ni cal field of study.

His tory and the So cial Sci ences:  Three (3) years of col lege
pre pa ra tory work in his tory and the so cial sci ences with at least
one year of his tory and one year of so cial sci ences (from such ar -
eas as an thro pol ogy, eco nom ics, ge og ra phy, gov ern ment, po lit i -
cal sci ence, psy chol ogy or so ci ol ogy). Through their study of
his tory, col lege-bound high school stu dents should be able to rec -
og nize his tor i cal trends and re la tion ships. Stu dents should un -
der stand the in ter ac tions among peo ples of dif fer ent civ i li za tions, 
races, and cul tures, and know the chro nol ogy of ma jor his tor i cal
events or pe ri ods and so cial move ments. It is equally im por tant to 
un der stand the un der ly ing po lit i cal, eco nomic, so cial, or psy cho -
log i cal forces that shape those events. Stu dents should have ba -
sic fac tual knowl edge of ma jor so cial, po lit i cal and eco nomic
in sti tu tions within their his tor i cal con text, as well as in tro duc tory
knowl edge of the con tent and con cepts of the so cial sci ences. A
course which shows how the sci en tific method can be uti lized in
the so cial sci ences to ex am ine ma jor is sues and to ad dress prob -
lems will be par tic u larly use ful.

For eign Lan guages:  Two years of col lege pre pa ra tory work in 
a sin gle for eign lan guage. Stu dents in tend ing to ma jor in ar eas
that re quire for eign lan guage are en cour aged to com plete ad di -
tional work.

Ad di tional Rec om mended Course Work:  The courses
noted above con sti tute minimum prep a ra tion for de gree pro -
grams in the university. To en hance your ap pli ca tion for ad mis -
sion and fur ther pre pare for ac a demic suc cess at Mich i gan State
University, a min i mum of five ad di tional ac a demic col lege pre pa -
ra tory courses is recommended.

Ad vanced Pay ments and De posits  

Re fer to Costs in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures
and Reg u la tions sec tion of this cat a log for in for ma tion. 

Of fice of Sup port ive Ser vices

The Of fice of Sup port ive Ser vices (OSS), lo cated in Room 209
Bessey Hall, is an ac a demic sup port unit spe cif i cally de signed for
TRIO stu dents and other MSU stu dents, who, feel the need for
ad di tional support to pre pare for the rig or ous de mands of higher
ed u ca tion. 

 OSS as sists stu dents in de vel op ing their abil i ties and skills and 
in plan ning re al is tic ob jec tives and goals. Spe cial ser vices de -
signed to fa cil i tate the de vel op ment of cop ing and self–man age -
ment skills in stu dents are avail able. OSS ser vices in clude
ac a demic ad vis ing, tu to rial as sis tance, ac a demic skill en rich -
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ment work shops, so cial coun sel ing, ca reer ex plo ra tion, peer
coun sel ing, grad u ate study plan ning, and ori en ta tion pro grams. 

Stu dents are en cour aged to uti lize the in ten sive ser vices reg u -
larly un til they have es tab lished sat is fac tory ac a demic prog ress
and have made the nec es sary ad just ments to the rig or ous de -
mands of the Uni ver sity. 

Op por tu nities for High-Achiev ing Stu dents

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity rec og nizes the ed u ca tional value of a
num ber of pre-ma tric u la tion pro grams by grant ing ac a demic
credit, waiv ing re quire ments, and/or plac ing stu dents in ad -
vanced courses. Please re fer to the listed on line guides for cur -
rent in for ma tion. Other spe cial op por tu ni ties for high-achiev ing
stu dents are de scribed in the Scho las tic Hon ors sec tion.

Ad vanced Place ment Pro gram  

Credit or ad vanced stand ing may be granted to stu dents who
have earned spe cific scores on Col lege Board Ad vanced Place -
ment (AP) Ex am i na tions.

Equiv a len cies for waiv ers or Mich i gan State University course
credit are avail able at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/doc u -
ments/MSU_AP_Equiv a len cies.pdf. Stu dents must have their
AP scores sent di rectly to the Of fice of Ad mis sions.

Stu dents who wish to re quest re moval of Ad vanced Place ment
credit from their ac a demic re cord, need to sub mit their re quest to
their advisor be fore the end of the first term of en roll ment. Af ter
the first term of en roll ment, the as so ci ate dean of the stu dent’s
col lege will re view each case, in clud ing its ac cor dance with fed -
eral fi nan cial aid pol icy, and  may rec om mend the ad di tion or the
re moval of Ad vanced Place ment credit by sub mit ting a re quest to
the Of fice of the Reg is trar.

Col lege–Level Ex am i na tion Pro gram  

The Col lege Board has ex am i na tions de signed to as sess com pe -
tence usu ally at tained by tak ing be gin ning col lege-level courses.
In di vid u als de sir ing rec og ni tion of CLEP ex am i na tions for credit
at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity must pres ent of fi cial CLEP Ex am i na -
tion re ports for all ex ams taken.

CLEP equiv a len cies are avai l  able at www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/doc u ments/MSU_CLEP_Equiv a len cies.pdf.

DANTES Sub ject Stan dard ized Tests

Prometric has ex am i na tions de signed to as sess com pe tence
usu ally at tained by tak ing col lege-level courses. In di vid u als de sir -
ing rec og ni tion of DANTES Sub ject Stan dard ized Tests (DSST)
ex am i na tions for credit at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity must pres ent
an of fi cial DSST Tran script for all ex ams taken.

DANTES equiv a len cies are avail able at http://ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/doc u ments/MSU_DANTES.pdf.

In ter na tional Bac ca lau re ate Pro gram  

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity ac cepts the re sults of the In ter na tional
Bac ca lau re ate Ex am i na tions for place ment and course credit.

In ter na tional Bac ca lau re ate (IB) equiv a len cies are avail able at
www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/doc u ments/MSU_IB_Equiv a len -
cies.pdf.

Op por tu nities for High-Achiev ing High School Stu dents  

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity of fers pro grams for high-achiev ing high 
school stu dents to take courses at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity and
earn col lege credit while pur su ing their high school pro grams.

Cred its earned in the High Achiev ing High School sta tus may be
ap plied to a Mich i gan State University un der grad u ate de gree. For 
ad di tional in for ma tion on course ap pli ca bil ity see the Dual En roll -
ment by High School Stu dents sec tion of this cat a log. De tails and
ad mis sions re quire ments for High Achiev ing High School pro -
grams are avail able at www.gifted.msu.edu.

A stu dent must com plete the Ap pli ca tion for Ad mis sion for High 
Achieving High School Stu dent, sub mit the high school transcript, 
and be rec om mended by the high school coun selor or prin ci pal.
Per mis sion to en roll un der the High-Achiev ing High School Stu -
dents en roll ment sta tus is de ter mined by the fol low ing cri te ria: (a)
courses in which en roll ment is de sired rep re sent ad vanced study
for that student at a level not of fered by the high school and are
ap proved by the high school coun selor/prin ci pal and rep re sen ta -
tive of Mich i gan State University's Hon ors Col lege as com pat i ble
with that stu dent's ac a demic pro gram and qual i fi ca tions. Per for -
mance in these courses will be mon i tored as a con di tion of con tin -
ued high-achiever sta tus; and (b) en roll ment of a stu dent as a
high achiever does not as sure reg u lar ad mis sion to Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity upon com ple tion of high school grad u a tion re -
quire ments. 

Stu dents who en roll in a course are charged life long education
course fees and re ceive Mich i gan State University credit for each
course suc cess fully com pleted. Stu dents who en roll in courses in
the se mes ter im me di ately pre ced ing ma tric u la tion as a de gree
can di date will be charged reg u lar un der grad u ate tu i tion and fees
for those courses. Stu dents are sub ject to all university rules and
reg u la tions which ap ply to reg u larly en rolled stu dents.  Co or di na -
tion of high school class sched ules with en roll ment at Mich i gan
State University, trans por ta tion ar range ments to and from the
university, and pa ren tal ap proval for par tic i pa tion are the re spon -
si bil ity of the stu dent and the high school.

Stu dents en rolled un der the High-Achiev ing High School Stu -
dents en roll ment sta tus who wish to be ad mit ted as un der grad u -
ate can di dates must make reg u lar ap pli ca tion for their de sired
de gree pro grams with the Of fice of Ad mis sions in ac cor dance
with es tab lished ap pli ca tion dead lines. Ap pli ca tion in for ma tion
may be found at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu.

Dual En roll ment by High School Students

High school stu dents who du ally en roll for courses at ac cred ited
in sti tu tions of higher ed u ca tion may re ceive credit for work taken
at these in sti tu tions for courses that have been rec og nized for
trans fer to Mich i gan State University in ac cor dance with the Uni -
ver sity’s trans fer credit pol icy.

For in for ma tion on trans fer courses and cred its, visit:
http://www.reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Print.asp?Sec -
tion=505

TRANS FER STU DENT AD MIS SION

A trans fer stu dent is a stu dent who has at tended any post-sec -
ond ary in sti tu tion af ter high school grad u a tion, with the ex cep tion
of the sum mer im me di ately fol low ing high school grad u a tion.

Sub mis sion of an ap pli ca tion au tho rizes the uni ver sity to in ves -
ti gate the ac cu racy of state ments made and data pro vided by the
ap pli cant and those who sub mit ma te ri als or in for ma tion on be -
half of the ap pli cant. Ad mis sion to the uni ver sity is con di tioned
upon the ap pli cant’s pro vid ing ac cu rate and cur rent ad mis sions
in for ma tion.  Any changes to the ad mis sions in for ma tion pro vided 
in clud ing courses taken or in pro cess and grades re ceived, prior
to ma tric u la tion to the uni ver sity must be re ported to the Of fice of
Ad mis sions.  If cir cum stances de velop that make pre vi ously pro -
vided in for ma tion in ac cu rate, mis lead ing or in com plete, if not cor -
rected the con se quence of the dis crep ancy may lead to the
re vo ca tion of an of fer of ad mis sion or dis missal from the uni ver -
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sity. Ad di tion ally, ad mis sion to the uni ver sity may be de nied or re -
voked if the uni ver sity learns that an in di vid ual has en gaged in
con duct that in di cates to the uni ver sity that the in di vid ual is not
ready to be a re spon si ble mem ber of the uni ver sity com mu nity.

Prior to ap pli ca tion re view, trans fer ap pli cants are re quired to
self-re port their ac a demic re cords – in clud ing courses cur rently in 
prog ress and fu ture course work:
· For do mes tic in sti tu tions, stu dents should in put courses and

grades (where earned) via their on line stu dent por tal.

· For in ter na tional in sti tu tions, stu dents should re quest that all 
in ter na tional in sti tu tions at tended, or ex am i na tion boards,
send orig i nal or at tested cop ies of all tran scripts, di plo mas,
mark sheets, and cer tif i cates di rectly to Mich i gan State Uni -
ver sity, Of fice of Ad mis sions, in an of fi cial, sealed en ve lope.
In ad di tion, where the orig i nal doc u ments are not is sued in
Eng lish, also pro vide an official English translation of each
document. 

Upon ad mis sion, all trans fer stu dents are re quired to pro vide
cur rent, of fi cial tran scripts from all in sti tu tions at tended.

Ap pli cants who have ac cu mu lated fewer than 28 trans fer able
cred its must also sub mit an of fi cial high school tran script and
stan dard ized test scores. Ac cep tance is de ter mined by the ap pli -
cant's pre vi ous ac a demic re cord and his or her pro posed pro -
gram. All trans fer ap pli cants should dem on strate con sis tent
high-qual ity ac a demic per for mance. An in ter na tional stu dent
must pres ent an ac a demic re cord equal to a min i mum cu mu la tive
grade–point av er age of "B" (3.0) or better. The chief ac a demic of -
fi cer of the uni ver sity has authority to grant waivers of usual
entrance requirements.

Stu dents ad mit ted from in sti tu tions whose en trance re quire -
ments, pro grams, and grad ing sys tems are equiv a lent to those of
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity may re ceive full credit for their past
work. See Cred its in the Un der grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this
cat a log. Stu dents must take such courses in their pro grams that
have not been cov ered by equiv a lent work. Only grades of 2.0 and 
above are el i gi ble for trans fer credit. Cred its in which grades were
earned of any des ig na tion less than "C" (2.0), such as C mi nus
(less than 2.0), are not ac cept able in trans fer. Grades that are
less than 2.0 are not ac cepted in trans fer to Mich i gan State Uni -
ver sity re gard less of a stu dent's over all GPA.

All trans fer able course work and ac cept able credit earned from
ex ter nal ex am i na tions are eval u ated and posted chro no log i cally.
The max i mum num ber of cred its from a two-year in sti tu tion which
may be ap plied to ward a Mich i gan State Uni ver sity de gree is 60
se mes ter cred its. Though all courses from two-year in sti tu tions
will be eval u ated and trans fer able courses posted on the stu -
dent's re cord, no cred its will be ac cepted to wards grad u a tion
once 60 to tal credits are accumulated chronologically. 

The uni ver sity strongly urges stu dents to com plete courses that 
sat isfy the In te gra tive Stud ies, Math e mat ics, and Tier I writ ing re -
quire ments and pre req ui sites to courses for lim ited en roll ment
ma jors upon ad vice of your ad vi sor.  Stu dents are strongly rec om -
mended to com plete course work for the fol low ing ar eas at least
one full se mes ter (16 weeks) be fore the desired term of
enrollment:
· An equiv a lent to MSU WRA 110-150 or WRA 195H

· An equiv a lent to MSU MTH 103, 110, 116, 124, 132 or
higher course

Se lected cor re spon dence and ex ten sion work up to 30 cred its
may be ap plied to ward a Mich i gan State Uni ver sity de gree, pro -
vided the credit is earned at an in sti tu tion rec og nized by Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity. The uni ver sity will grant credit for cer tain col -
lege–level U.S. Armed Forces In sti tute courses which are rec om -
mended by the Amer i can Coun cil on Ed u ca tion. Cred its are not
granted for achieve ment on the Gen eral Ed u ca tional De vel op -
ment tests. 

Trans fer cred its ac cepted from an other in sti tu tion are in cluded
on the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity tran script as part of the stu dent’s 
to tal credit hours earned. Only course work com pleted at this Uni -
ver sity, in clud ing Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Study Abroad Pro -
grams or Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Co-Spon sored Study Abroad
Pro grams, is in cluded in the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
grade–point av er age and ap pears on the Mich i gan State Uni ver -
sity tran script. To be el i gi ble for grad u a tion with honor, trans fer
stu dents must earn a min i mum of 50 se mes ter cred its at Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity. For the “honor” to be listed in the com -
mence ment pro gram, the 50 cred its must be earned by the end of
the semester prior to graduation.

Stu dents in tend ing to trans fer to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
should con sult the trans fer equiv a lency da ta base (Trans fer
MSU) for their in sti tu tion at www.trans fer.msu.edu.

Stu dents re quest ing trans fer credit of course work from a
higher-learn ing in sti tu tion in China should con sult Trans fer
Courses and Cred its in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce -
dures and Reg u la t ions sec t ion of this cat a log at
https://www.reg.msu.edu/AcademicPrograms/Text.asp?Sec -
tion=112#s505.

Credits

Courses at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity are given on a "se mes ter"
ba sis, and cred its earned are se mes ter cred its. To con vert se -
mes ter cred its to the “quar ter” sys tems em ployed in cer tain other
in sti tu tions, mul ti ply by 3/2. To con vert quar ter cred its to se mes ter 
credits, multiply by 2/3.

In te gra tive Studies, Math e mat ics, and Writ ing 
Re quire ments 

Trans fer stu dents are ex pected to meet Mich i gan State Uni ver -
sity’s In te gra tive Stud ies, Math e mat ics, and Tier I Writ ing re quire -
ments which are sim i lar but not iden ti cal to gen eral ed u ca tion
re quire ments at other in sti tu tions, ei ther by com plet ing ap pro pri -
ate Mich i gan State Uni ver sity courses or by trans fer ring courses
and cred its which are eval u ated as ac cept able equiv a lents for
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity courses.  Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is a
mem ber in sti tu tion of the Mich i gan As so ci a tion of Col le giate Reg -
is trars and Ad mis sions Of fi cers (MACRAO) and a par tic i pant in
the Mich i gan Trans fer Agree ment (MTA).  For fur ther in for ma tion
re gard ing the MTA, please visit the MACRAO Web site,
www.macrao.org. 

Dur ing the early stage of their ac a demic work, stu dents who
anticipated trans fer ring to MSU should con sult the Of fice of Ad -
mis sions Web site at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/trans fer.asp.

Eval u a tion of Credits for Trans fer Stu dents for Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity In te gra tive Studies, Math e mat ics, and
Tier I Writ ing Courses

In for ma tion on courses that will ful fill Mich i gan State Uni ver sity 
Gen eral Ed u ca tion re quire ments is found on the Of fice of Ad mis -
s ions Trans fer Guide Web si te at  www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/transferguide.

Courses from postsecondary ac cred ited in sti tu tions of com pa -
ra ble ac a demic quality con sid ered as ac cept able equiv a lents that 
may be used by trans fer stu dents for Mich i gan State University
In te gra tive Studies, Math e mat ics, and Tier I Writ ing courses in -
clude:
1. Tier I Writ ing, (4 cred its)

This re quire ment is sat is fied with com ple tion of a course (or
com bi na tion of courses) equiv a lent to MSU WRA 110-150 or 
WRA 195H.
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2. In te gra tive Studies in Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences,
(8 cred its)
May be sat is fied by com ple tion of a com bi na tion of one bi o -
log i cal sci ence and one phys i cal sci ence course, and 2 cred -
its of equiv a lent lab o ra tory course work.

A num ber of sci ence-based pro grams re quire al ter nate
tracks with spec i fied dis ci plin ary courses. Con sult re quire -
ments for the ma jor or con tact the Of fice of Ad mis sions.

3. In te gra tive Studies in So cial, Be hav ioral, and
Eco nomic Sci ences, (8 cred its)
May be sat is fied by com ple tion of:
200 level:  One In te gra tive Stud ies in So cial Sci ence (ISS)
course num bered 200 to 299. Stu dents ma tric u lat ing at
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity for the first time have ad di tional
op tions within the So cial, Be hav ioral, and Eco nomic Sci -
ences to sat isfy this re quire ment. Visit www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/ad mis sion/trans fer_integrativestudies.asp
or con tact an ac a demic ad vi sor for ad di tional in for ma tion.
300 level: In ter dis ci plin ary so cial sci ence courses from
four-year in sti tu tions may be trans fer able. Com mu nity col -
lege trans fers must com plete this re quire ment through Mich i -
gan State University.

4. In te gra tive Studies in Arts and Hu man ities, (8 cred its)
1st In te gra tive Stud ies in Arts and Hu man i ties course:
May be sat is fied by a com ple tion of one IAH course num -
bered be low 211 or equiv a lent plus com ple tion of one year of
Eng lish com po si tion. Com ple tion of this re quire ment also ful -
fills the Tier I writ ing re quire ment ref er enced in item 1. above.
2nd In te gra tive Stud ies in Arts and Hu man i ties course:
One ad di tional IAH course num bered 211 or higher.  Stu -
dents ma tric u lat ing at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity for the first
time have ad di tional op tions within the Arts and Hu man i ties
to sat  isfy this re quire ment.   Vis i t  www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/ad mis sion/trans fer_integrativestudies.asp

or con tact an ac a demic ad vi sor for ad di tional in for ma tion.
5. Math e mat ics (3-5 cred its)

May be sat is fied by com plet ing courses equiv a lent to those
in the op tions be low:
A. Com plete both of the fol low ing:

1. MTH 103 Col lege Al ge bra; and
2. One of the fol low ing courses: MTH 112 Fi nite Math -

e mat ics: Ap pli ca tions of Col lege Al ge bra, MTH 114
Trig o nom e try, or MTH 201 El e men tary Math e mat -
ics for Teach ers I; or STT 200  Sta tis ti cal Meth ods
or STT 201 Sta tis ti cal Meth ods.

B. Com plete one of the fol low ing:
1. MTH 110 Fi nite Math e mat ics and El e ments of Col -

lege Al ge bra, MTH 116 Col lege Al ge bra and Trig o -
nom e try, MTH 124  Sur vey of Cal cu lus I, MTH  132
Cal cu lus I, or MTH 152H Hon ors Cal cu lus I.

Math e mat ics re quire ments for cer tain ma jors are more ex ten -
sive than the uni ver sity re quire ment.  Con sult re quire ments for
the ma jor or con tact the Of fice of Ad mis sions for more in for ma -
tion.

Re verse Trans fer

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity has Re verse Trans fer Agree ments with 
sev eral com mu nity col leges in Mich i gan. Re verse trans fer is the
pro cess by which trans fer stu dents en rolled at a four-year in sti tu -
tion trans fer cred its back to a com mu nity col lege for the pur pose
of at tain ing a de gree, di ploma or cer tif i ca tion from the com mu nity
col lege.

MSU trans fer stu dents may in di cate their in ter est in re verse
trans fer by com plet ing a Re verse Trans fer Tran script Re lease
Form in or der to have their uni ver sity tran script sent back to their

com mu nity col lege. The com mu nity col lege will eval u ate the
course work to de ter mine whether de gree, di ploma or cer tif i ca -
tion re quire ments are met and whether a de gree or other cre den -
t ial wil l  be awarded by the com mu nity col lege. Any
com mu nity-col lege de gree or other cre den tial will be awarded in
the se mes ter or year all fi nal re quire ments are met at the com mu -
nity col lege.

Stu dents in ter ested in this op por tu nity should view the cur rent
agree ments and com plete the Tran script Re lease Form at:
http://www.reg.msu.edu/ROInfo/ReverseTransfer.asp.

IN TER NA TIONAL STU DENT AD MIS SION

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is au tho rized un der im mi gra tion reg u la -
tions to en roll nonimmigrant stu dents and wel comes ap pli ca tions
from such per sons. An in ter na tional stu dent is de fined as a per -
son hold ing a nonimmigrant visa.

Pro spec tive stu dents are en cour aged to be gin the ap pli ca tion
pro cess at least one year prior to the an tic i pated se mes ter of en -
roll ment.   Mich i gan State Uni ver sity en cour ages pro spec tive stu -
dents to use the on l ine ap pl i  ca t ion avai l  able at
www.ad mis sions.msu.edu. 

Stu dents from abroad, ed u cated in ac a demic sys tems whose
re quire ments are com pa ra ble to 12 years in an el e men tary and
sec ond ary col lege pre pa ra tory ed u ca tion pro gram in the United
States, may ap ply for ad mis sion. Of fi cial cop ies of all mark
sheets, tran scripts, di plo mas and cer tif i cates from high schools
and ALL other ac a demic in sti tu tions must ac com pany the ap pli -
ca tion. These re cords must show courses taken and grades
earned, and must be trans lated into Eng lish if the orig i nal re cords
are in an other lan guage. If a trans la tion is sup plied, it should be
cer ti fied as ac cu rate and cor rect by an ap pro pri ate pub lic or
school of fi cial, or spon sor ing agency or gov ern ment. The official
re cord in the orig i nal lan guage should also be in cluded.

For in for ma tion on fresh man ad mis sion, see www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/ad mis sions/in ter na tional.asp. For in for ma tion on
trans fer ad mis sion, see www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/ad mis -
sion/trans fer.asp. 

When ad mit ted, a digital let ter of ad mis sion will be avail able on
the stu dent's on line portal.  All In ter na tional ap pli cants seek ing an 
F-1 or J-1 visa are also re quired to sub mit ad e quate ev i dence of
fi nan cial sup port to cover the cost of at ten dance for at least one
full year of study at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. Stu dents, how ever, 
must con sider that fi nan cial re sources will be needed for the en -
tire four- to five-year pe riod re quired to com plete an un der grad u -
ate pro gram. PLEASE NOTE: No need-based fi nan cial aid is
avail able for international un der grad u ate stu dents.

Ev i dence of ad e quate fi nan cial sup port and pay ment of the Ad -
vanced En roll ment De posit must be re ceived be fore the I-20  or
DS-2019 forms will be mailed.  All in ter na tional stu dents study ing
on an F-1 visa are re quired to pres ent the I-20 Form when ap ply -
ing for an F-1 Stu dent Visa and again at the port-of-en try into the
United States.  Stu dents ap ply ing for a J-1 Ex change Vis i tor Visa
will need to pres ent a DS-2019 Form.  This form is avail able from
the or ga ni za tion/pro gram spon sor ing the stu dent, or from the Of -
fice of In ter na tional Stu dents and Schol ars at Mich i gan State Uni -
ver sity.  Ap pli cants en rolled at an other U.S. in sti tu tion with an F-1
Stu dent Visa must be re leased from SEVIS by their cur rent in sti -
tu tion be fore MSU can is sue a new I-20 Form.

De tails are avail able at www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/ad mis -
sion/in ter na tional_im mi gra tion.asp 

Stu dents who en ter the United States with an I–20 Form from
an other in sti tu tion should be aware that they must en roll at that
school be fore they are el i gi ble to trans fer to Mich i gan State Uni -
ver sity. Such trans fers re quire both for mal ad mis sion to Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity and no ti fi ca tion to the U.S. De part ment of Home -
land Security. Only stu dents in tend ing to en roll at MSU should en -
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ter the United States with the I-20 Form is sued by MSU.
Ad di tional up-to-date in for ma tion con cern ing im mi gra tion guide -
lines can be found at www.oiss.msu.edu.

Op por tu ni ties for High-Achiev ing In ter na tional Stu dents

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity rec og nizes the ed u ca tional value of
cer tain pre-ma tric u la tion pro grams by grant ing ac a demic credit,
waiv ing re quire ments, and/or plac ing stu dents in ad vanced
courses. Such pro grams in clude the Form VI (A-level work) and
those de scribed in the Fresh man Ad mis sion sec tion of this cat a -
log.

In for ma tion on A-level equiv a len cies is avail able at www.ad -
mis sions.msu.edu/ad mis sion/fresh men_AP-IB-CLEP.asp. The
SAT or ACT ex am i na tions are not re quired for in ter na tional stu -
dents, but are highly rec om mended. To re ceive an in vi ta tion to
and be el i gi ble for merit-based schol ar ships from the Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity Hon ors Col lege, SAT or ACT scores are re -
quired.

Eng lish Lan guage Pro fi ciency Re quire ment

All in ter na tional un der grad u ate ap pli cants whose first lan guage is 
not Eng lish must dem on strate Eng lish lan guage pro fi ciency.  
Mich i gan State University of fers pro vi sional ad mis sion to ap pli -
cants who meet the ac a demic and fi nan cial re quire ments, but
whose Eng lish lan guage pro fi ciency does not meet the lev els for
reg u lar ad mis sion. Pro vi sion ally ad mit ted stu dents must take an
Eng lish Language Cen ter place ment test upon ar rival at MSU to
as sess their need for ad di tional lan guage in struc tion at the Eng -
lish Lan guage Cen ter, and to cor rect their de fi ciency within three
con sec u tive se mes ters of enrollment.  Eng lish Lan guage courses 
taught through the Eng lish Lan guage Center will likely de lay the
start of a stu dent’s ac a demic pro gram.

Min i mum Re quire ment for Reg u lar Ad mis sion  

All in ter na tional ap pli cants are re quired to be pro fi cient in Eng lish
as a con di tion for reg u lar ad mis sion to MSU. Ap pli cants will be re -
quired to dem on strate their pro fi ciency by meet ing cer tain min i -
mum stan dards on any one of the fol low ing tests: 
1. Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan guage (TOEFL). A to tal

score of 550 (pa per ver sion), 79 (Internet ver sion) or above
with no subscores be low 52 (pa per ver sion) or 17 (Internet
ver sion) is re quired. Visit www.ets.org/toefl for de tails. 

2. In ter na tional Eng lish Lan guage Test ing Sys tem (IELTS)
A score of 6.5 or higher. Visit www.ielts.org for de tails.

3. Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Cer tif i cate of Eng lish
Lan guage Pro fi ciency (CELP). A score of 65 with no
subscores be low 15.

4. Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Eng lish Lan guage Test
(MSUELT). An av er age score of at least 80 with no
subscores be low 80, or an av er age score above 85 with no
subscores be low 78, is re quired. The MSUELT is given on
the cam pus of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity at the Eng lish Lan -
guage Cen ter.

5. Ad vanced Place ment Eng lish Lan guage (APIEL) A score
of 4 or higher. Visit www.apcentral.collegeboard.com for de -
tails.

6. SAT Ver bal .  A score of 480 or higher.  Vis i t
www.collegeboard.com for de tails.

7. ACT Eng lish. A score  of 18 or higher. Visit www.act.org for
de tails.

8. Pearson Test of Eng lish Ac a demic (PTEA) A min i mum
score of 53 and no subscore be low 48.

Min i mum Scores for Pro vi sional Ad mis sion  

In ter na tional ap pli cants who have ac cept able ac a demic cre den -
tials may be ad mit ted to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity on a pro vi -
sional ba sis with scores be tween 500 and 549 (pa per ver sion) or
60 and 78 (Internet ver sion) on the TOEFL; 6.0 on the IELTS; or
be tween 65 and 79 on the MSUELT; or be tween 46 and 52 on the
PTEA.

Pro vi sion ally ad mit ted stu dents must take Eng lish as a Sec ond
Lan guage (ESL) courses at the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter, and
re stric tions are placed on the num ber of ac a demic courses that
they may take, if any. In or der to re main en rolled, any in ter na -
tional stu dent ad mit ted pro vi sion ally be cause of an Eng lish lan -
guage de fi ciency must reach Eng lish lan guage pro fi ciency within
three (3) con sec u tive se mes ters of en roll ment in ap pro pri ate
Eng lish as a Sec ond Lan guage (ESL) courses (Sum mer may be
ex cluded) or dem on strate con sis tent prog ress in Eng lish lan -
guage pro fi ciency as de ter mined by the Di rec tor of the Eng lish
Lan guage Cen ter.

Stu dents en rolled in Eng lish as a Sec ond Lan guage (ESL)
courses who wish to test out of ad di tional Eng lish lan guage
courses may sub mit of fi cial ev i dence of Eng lish lan guage pro fi -
ciency as noted in the Min i mum Re quire ment for Reg u lar Ad mis -
sion. In or der to have the of fi cial score ac cepted as ev i dence of
Eng lish lan guage pro fi ciency, stu dents must also com plete their
cur rent ESL en roll ment suc cess fully. Of fi cial scores of Eng lish
lan guage pro fi ciency re ceived af ter the first day of classes in any
se mes ter will not be re viewed un til the stu dent’s cur rent ESL en -
roll ment is com pleted suc cess fully.

Re quired Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter At ten dance  

As the lan guage re quire ment is a university pol icy, a de ci sion by
the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter (ELC) for a stu dent to en roll in its
pro gram is bind ing and is not ne go tia ble by the stu dent. Stu dents
who are re quired to at tend ELC classes are ob li gated to show
good class at ten dance and make an ear nest ef fort to re move the
lan guage de fi ciency as soon as pos si ble. The ELC pro gram must
be sat is fac to rily com pleted be fore reg u lar ad mis sion sta tus may
be granted. 

See Costs in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures
and Reg u la tions sec tion and the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter in the
Col lege of Arts and Let ters  sec tion of Ac a demic Pro grams for ad -
di tional in for ma tion.

In ter na tional Stu dent Ac ci dent and Health In sur ance

In ter na tional stu dents are re quired to have health and ac ci dent
in sur ance. Stu dents are re quired to pur chase the Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity Stu dent Ac ci dent and Health In sur ance Plan un less
they have ev i dence of al ter na tive in sur ance equal in ben e fits and
pro vi sions to the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity plan. Fees for the stu -
dent's in sur ance are in cluded with the bill for tu i tion and fees dur -
ing reg is tra tion. Waiv ers to al low pur chase of al ter na tive plans
must be sub mit ted via a stu dent's StuInfo ac count at
https://stuinfo.msu.edu.

Ori en ta tion

New un der grad u ate in ter na tional stu dents must at tend the man -
da tory in ter na tional ori en ta tion pro gram. Ad mit ted in ter na tional
stu dents should ac cess their "Next Steps" by log ging onto their
on line stu dent por tal at www.beaspartan.msu.edu. The man da -
tory ori en ta tion pro gram will in tro duce new in ter na tional stu dents
to the ser vices avail able to un der grad u ate stu dents and pro vide
ac a demic ad vis ing. For reg u larly ad mit ted stu dents, ac a demic
ad vis ing in cludes the se lec tion of courses, prep a ra tion of a class
sched ule, and reg is tra tion in classes.   In for ma tion on ori en ta tion,
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in struc tions for ar rival on cam pus and ten ta tive ori en ta tion sched -
ule is avail able through the Of fice for In ter na tional Stu dents and
Schol ars at www.oiss.msu.edu.

RE AD MIS SION PRO CE DURE

Any un der grad u ate stu dent whose en roll ment at this uni ver sity is
in ter rupted for any rea son so that he or she has not been en rolled
for three con sec u tive se mes ters, in clud ing the sum mer ses sions,  
who was re cessed or dis missed from the uni ver sity, who was not
al lowed to con tinue in his or her ma jor, or who has com pleted prior 
courses of study, should sub mit a re ad mis sion ap pli ca tion to the
Of fice of the Reg is trar via the web at www.reg.msu.edu at least
one month prior to the be gin ning of the se mes ter in which the stu -
dent in tends to re sume stud ies. In ter na tional stu dents should
sub mit their ap pli ca tion at least four months prior to the be gin ning
of the se mes ter in which the stu dent in tends to re sume stud ies.

Stu dents ap ply ing for re ad mis sion af ter ac a demic re cess or
dis missal should re fer to the sec tion on Re ad mis sion Af ter Ac a -
demic Re cess or Dis missal.

TRANS FER CREDIT BE YOND SOPH O MORE
STANDING

Stu dents who have ma tric u lated at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity and
have achieved ju nior stand ing (56 se mes ter cred its) may not earn
cred its from two-year in sti tu tions.

Stu dents who have ma tric u lated at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
and have not yet achieved ju nior stand ing (56 se mes ter cred its)
may earn cred its from two-year in sti tu tions, up to the 56-se mes ter 
credit limit.

AC A DEMIC ORI EN TA TION

AC A DEMIC ORI EN TA TION PRO GRAMS 

As a con di tion of en roll ment, all new fresh man and trans fer stu -
dents are re quired to at tend an Ac a demic Ori en ta tion Pro gram
(AOP).  Do mes tic freshmen who en ter fall se mes ter at tend a one
and one-half day AOP ses sion in the sum mer.  Do mes tic trans fer
stu dents who en ter fall se mes ter com plete an on line, pre-ar rival
mod ule and at tend a one-day ses sion in the sum mer. In ter na -
tional fresh men and trans fer stu dents who en ter fall se mes ter at -
tend a man da tory week-long ori en ta tion pro gram prior to the start
of classes as well as an ex tended ori en ta tion dur ing the fall
semester.  All freshman and trans fer stu dents who en ter spring or
sum mer se mes ter at tend a one-day AOP ses sion im me di ately
pre ced ing the first day of classes for that se mes ter.

Prior to at tend ing the Ac a demic Ori en ta tion Pro gram, stu dents
take one or more place ment tests via the  web.  Stu dents re ceive
in struc tions for tak ing these tests, as well as in for ma tion about ac -
a dem ics, hous ing, and cam pus life prior to and during their sched -
uled AOP ses sion.  Stu dents meet with fac ulty and staff mem bers
from the col lege of their de clared ma jor pref er ence or ma jor, meet 
with ac a demic ad vi sors, re ceive ad di tional in for ma tion re gard ing
their trans fer credit eval u a tions (trans fer stu dents only), re ceive
as sis tance in pre par ing class sched ules, en roll for classes, and
learn about re sources and ser vices avail able at MSU dur ing AOP.

Fresh man and trans fer stu dents are re quired to reg is ter for the
Ac a demic Ori en ta tion Pro gram on line at www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/aop/signup.asp. Stu dents who do not reg is ter for

and attend the Ac a demic Ori en ta tion Pro gram will have their ad -
mis sion to the university cancelled.

AC A DEMIC PLACE MENT TESTS 

Each en ter ing un der grad u ate stu dent will take one or more place -
ment tests de pend ing on the na ture of the stu dent's pre vi ous ac a -
demic pro gram and in tended ac a demic pro gram at Mich i gan
State University. The re sults of these tests will be uti lized by the
stu dent and the ac a demic ad vi sor in the de vel op ment of an ac a -
demic learn ing plan. Fol low ing is a brief ex pla na tion of the use of
the var i ous place ment tests:  

First-Year Writing

Place ment in First-Year Writ ing (WRA) is de ter mined based on
rel e vant ACT or SAT scores. There are three pos si bil i ties for
place ment in WRA courses: gen eral (WRA 110–150); hon ors
(WRA 195H); and pre pa ra tory (WRA 1004/0102). Stu dents who
place into and com plete WRA 1004/0102 must sub se quently en -
roll in any WRA course num bered 110–150. Stu dents who wish to
ap peal their WRA place ment have the op por tu nity to write a
place ment es say dur ing the fall wel come pe riod im me di ately pre -
ced ing the start of classes. Place ment es say ses sions are pub -
lished via the First-Year writ ing page of the WRAC website:
http://wrac.msu.edu/first-year-writ ing/first-year-writ ing.

Math e mat ics (Al ge bra)

All stu dents en ter ing MSU are re quired to take the un-proctored
Math e mat ics Place ment Ser vice (MPS) ex am i na tion on line, be -
fore at tend ing AOP with the fol low ing ex cep tions: stu dents who
will take a math e mat ics course at MSU and have ei ther an ACT
Math sub-score of at least 28 or an SAT Math sub-score of at least 
640; stu dents with credit for MTH 103 and also credit for ei ther
MTH 112, 114, 124, 132, 152H or 201, or STT 200 or 201; stu -
dents with cred its for MTH 110 or 116. Those trans fer stu dents
who must take in tro duc tory math e mat ics or sta tis tics courses to
meet uni ver sity or pro gram re quire ments are re quired to take the
place ment test.  Stu dents who are trans fer ring spe cific col lege
course credit should en roll in the next level course, as ap pro pri ate 
to their pro gram.  

Stu dents are urged to take the test via the web be fore their Ac a -
demic Ori en ta tion Program, pref er a bly by mid-May.  The test can
be ac cessed through www.math.msu.edu/mps. How ever, a stu -
dent who wishes to com plete the university math e mat ics re quire -
ment by waiver must com plete the test in a proctored set ting at an
Ac a demic Ori en ta tion Pro gram or one of the Mich i gan State
University Test ing Centers to be el i gi ble for the waiver.

Each stu dent whose score on the MPS ex am i na tion in di cates
the need for ad di tional pre-col lege prep a ra tion in math e mat ics
must ei ther suc cess fully com plete Math e mat ics 1825 prior to ful -
fill ing the Uni ver sity grad u a tion re quire ment in math e mat ics or
de gree pro gram re quire ments or dem on strate readi ness for col -
lege math e mat ics by re peat ing the MPS ex am i na tion, prior to ma -
tric u la tion at MSU, and re ceiv ing an ap pro pri ate score.

For eign Lan guage

A stu dent who has stud ied a for eign lan guage in high school and
(1) wishes to en roll for a course in the lan guage or (2) wishes to
use it to meet the grad u a tion re quire ment in an ac a demic pro -
gram must take a place ment test in that lan guage. How ever, all
stu dents who have stud ied for eign lan guage in high school are
en cour aged to take the rel e vant place ment test. Stu dents trans -
fer ring col lege credit in a for eign lan guage are not re quired to take 
a place ment test. 
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Lan guage place ment tests in French, Span ish, and Ger man
should be taken on line at least one month prior to the stu dent's
as signed Ac a demic Ori en ta tion Pro gram. These tests are avail -
able at http://flplacement.cal.msu.edu. Stu dents wish ing to take a 
Jap a nese place ment test should fol low the di rec tions at
http://linglang.msu.edu.lan guages/japanese. For fur ther in for ma -
tion re gard ing these ex ams and place ment in other lan guages,
con tact the ap pro pri ate de part ment:  French, Clas sics and Ital ian
at www.fci.msu.edu or 1-517-432-8305; Lin guis tics, Ger manic,
Slavic, Asian and Af ri can Lan guages at www.linglang.msu.edu or 
1-517-353-0740;  or Span ish and Por tu guese at
www.spp.msu.edu or 1-517-355-8350.

RE ME DIAL—DE VEL OP MEN TAL—PRE PA RA TORY 
COURSES 

The pol icy gov ern ing re me dial–de vel op men tal–pre pa ra tory
types of courses was es tab lished to pro tect the ac a demic stan -
dards of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity un der grad u ate de grees while
at the same time re in forc ing the university's com mit ment to as sist
stu dents in rem e dy ing their ac a demic de fi cien cies in fun da men tal 
skill ar eas. The pol icy serves to mo ti vate stu dents to over come
their de fi cien cies while en sur ing that all stu dents com plete a min i -
mum of 120 cred its of col lege level work as a con di tion of grad u a -
tion. 

Re me dial-de vel op men tal-pre pa ra tory course num bers are
four dig its, rather than the three dig its used for all other courses.
The fourth or last digit iden ti fies the type of re me dial-de vel op men -
tal-pre pa ra tory course. For ex am ple, Writ ing, Rhet o ric and Amer -
i can Cultures 1004 is a Type 4 course.

There are five types of re me dial-de vel op men tal-pre pa ra tory
courses. 

Type 1:  Sin gle courses de signed to rem edy de fi cien cies iden ti fied by Mich i gan
State University place ment test scores. The re moval of any such de fi cien cies, ei ther
by one re test or by pass ing the course, is re quired as a con di tion for grad u a tion.

 Credits earned are in cluded in all university com pu ta tions ex cept the to tal num -
ber re quired for grad u a tion. 

Type 2:  Course se quences de signed to rem edy de fi cien cies iden ti fied by Mich i -
gan State University place ment test scores. The re moval of any such de fi cien cies,
ei ther by one re test or by pass ing the courses, is re quired as a con di tion for grad u a -
tion. More than the usual num ber of con tact hours may be re quired.

Credits earned are in cluded in all university com pu ta tions ex cept the to tal num -
ber re quired for grad u a tion.

Type 3:  Courses de signed to rem edy de fi cien cies iden ti fied by Mich i gan State
University place ment test scores. The re moval of such de fi cien cies, ei ther by one re -
test or by pass ing the course, is re quired only as a con di tion for en try into some de -
gree pro grams, and is re quired as a con di tion for grad u a tion only for stu dents in
those pro grams.  More than the usual num ber of con tact hours may be re quired. 

Credits earned are in cluded in all university com pu ta tions and are in cluded in the
to tal num ber re quired for grad u a tion. 

Type 4:  Courses that stu dents place into be cause of in ad e quate scores on Mich -
i gan State University place ment tests that iden tify rel e vant skill de fi cien cies, al -
though they do not mea sure knowl edge in the course ma te rial. The re moval of skill
de fi cien cies is not part of the course ob jec tives. It is ex pected that stu dents will be
en rolled con cur rently in Type I and/or Type II and/or Type III courses for pur poses of
rem e dy ing those de fi cien cies. More than the usual num ber of con tact hours may be
re quired.  

Credits earned are in cluded in all university com pu ta tions and are in cluded in the
to tal num ber re quired for grad u a tion. 

Type 5: Courses that may be re quired by de part ments or col leges for some stu -
dents. The course may be de signed ei ther to pre pare the stu dent to han dle the sub -
ject mat ter of a re quired en try level col lege course, or to im prove his or her study
skills or abil ity to make pro duc tive use of university of fer ings in gen eral. More than
the usual num ber of con tact hours may be re quired. 

Credits earned are in cluded in all university com pu ta tions ex cept the to tal re -
quired for grad u a tion. 

Re me dial–de vel op men tal–pre pa ra tory courses may not carry num bers above 
the 100 level and may not be of fered un der vari able con tent num bers. 

The re moval of ac a demic de fi cien cies, which would pre clude grad u a tion from
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity, should have the high est pri or ity in stu dent pro gram plan -
ning. Drops from Type I and Type II courses should not nor mally be pro cessed ex -
cept to fa cil i tate trans fer be tween sec tions. If a course over load re quires that a
stu dent drop one or more courses in a spe cific se mes ter, courses in the reg u lar pro -
gram of stud ies shall be dropped in pref er ence to those de signed to re move de fi -
cien cies. 

The Uni ver sity Com mit tee on Cur ric u lum con trols the num ber of  re me dial-de vel -
op men tal–pre pa ra tory courses and as sures con for mity of such courses with ex ist -
ing pol icy. Upon rec om men da tion by the Uni ver sity Com mit tee on Cur ric u lum, the
Fac ulty Senate ap proves re me dial–de vel op men tal–pre pa ra tory courses by type.

LIVING AND LEARNING

HOUSING IN FOR MA TION

In for ma tion re gard ing university hous ing is sent to each fresh man 
and trans fer stu dent en ter ing fall se mes ter with the let ter of ad -
mis sion. In for ma tion re gard ing university hous ing is sent to each
fresh man and trans fer stu dent en ter ing spring se mes ter or sum -
mer ses sion af ter the let ter of ad mis sion has been is sued. For mer 
stu dents may ap ply for hous ing af ter their ap pli ca tions for re ad -
mis sion have been ac cepted. All re turn ing stu dents will be ac -
com mo dated in on-cam pus hous ing as space is avail able,
re gard less of their class stand ing.  See Uni ver sity Housing Pol icy
in the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions
sec tion of this cat a log, and visit the Res i den tial and Hos pi tal ity
Services Web site at www.rhs.msu.edu. 

NEIGHBORHOOD COM MU NITIES

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity pi o neered the model for liv ing and
learn ing com mu ni ties. The Brody Com plex, East Com plex, and
South Com plex halls were des ig nated as liv ing and learn ing com -
plexes when es tab lished in the 1960's. The liv ing and learn ing
com mu nity con cept is based on the prem ise that the cul tural and
in tel lec tual life of the stu dent is en hanced when the ed u ca tional
pro cess ex tends be yond the class room into the to tal en vi ron ment 
of the res i dence halls. Now known as Neigh bor hoods, the con -
cept has been ex tended to in clude the North Neigh bor hood and
the River Trail Neigh bor hood.

Each Neigh bor hood pro vides an op por tu nity for stu dents to re -
late to a smaller unit of the uni ver sity and to par tic i pate in var i ous
so cial and cul tural ac tiv i ties. In ad di tion to the usual fa cil i ties of
tra di tional res i dence halls, at the core of each Neigh bor hood is
the En gage ment Cen ter that in cludes class rooms, lec ture halls,
fac ulty of fices, and health and wellness fa cil i ties. Fac ulty, ac a -
demic ad vi sors, tu tors and other staff sup port stu dents’ over all in -
tel lec tual pro fes sional, so cial, and per sonal de vel op ment. A
range of uni ver sity courses is sched uled in each neigh bor hood
com plex, fa cil i tat ing stu dent and fac ulty in ter ac tion out side the
class room. More in for ma tion is avail able at www.neigh bor -
hoods.msu.edu.

Stu dents in the Hon ors Col lege and Ac a demic Schol ars pro -
gram have the op por tu nity to se lect hon ors–only floors. James
Mad i son Col lege, Lyman Briggs Col lege, and the Res i den tial
Col lege in the Arts and Hu man i ties are highly vis i ble, four–year,
res i den tially-based ac a demic pro grams. In ad di tion, a range of
shorter–term op tions ad dress ing stu dent ac a demic in ter ests
have emerged. These in clude BROAD: Busi ness Res i den tial Op -
tion for Ac a demic Dis tinc tion, Drew Sci ence En rich ment Lab o ra -
tory, MRULE - Multi-Ra cial Unity Liv ing Ex pe ri ence, Res i den tial
Ex pe ri ence for Spar tan En gi neers, and RISE - Res i den tial Ini tia -
tive on the Study of the Environment, for students interested in
the study of the environment.

Res i dence Life staff are com mit ted to en hanc ing the liv ing and
learn ing ex pe ri ence by as sist ing with ex ist ing op tions and build -
ing strong learn ing com mu ni ties through out the res i den tial sys -
tem.

Ad di tional in for ma tion is avail able at Liv ing and Learn ing at
www.ad mis sions.msu.edu/Liv ing-Learn ing_Pro grams.asp.
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STU DENT RIGHTS AND RE SPON SI BIL ITIES  

Re fer to the state ment on Stu dent Rights and Re spon si bil ities in
the Gen eral In for ma tion, Pol i cies, Pro ce dures and Reg u la tions
sec tion of this cat a log. 

UN DER GRAD U ATE
UNI VER SITY DI VI SION

Of fice of the Pro vost

Bonita Pope Curry, Di rec tor

All un der grad u ate stu dents who have been ad mit ted to Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity with fewer than 56 cred its are en rolled in the Un -
der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion (UUD) with the ex cep tion of lower 
di vi sion stu dents who are en rolled in res i den tial col leges (James
Mad i son Col lege, Lyman Briggs Col lege, Res i den tial Col lege in
the Arts and Hu man i ties). The ac a demic re spon si bil ity for all stu -
dents who are en rolled in the UUD rests solely with the UUD.  Ac a -
demic re spon si bil ity in cludes such func tions as mon i tor ing
stu dents' ac a demic prog ress and mak ing de ci sions con cern ing
re ten tion and ac a demic status.  All stu dents who are en rolled in
the UUD must se lect and be ac cepted for ad mis sion to a de -
gree-grant ing col lege by the time they reach ju nior stand ing (56
cred its).

The mis sion of the UUD is to help un der grad u ate stu dents to
achieve their ac a demic goals at Mich i gan State University.  The
ser vices of the UUD are pro vided by the Stu dent Ac a demic Af fairs 
unit and the Learning Re sources Cen ter.  The staff in these units
pro vides per sonal at ten tion to stu dents in as sist ing them to max i -
mize their po ten tial and achieve ac a demic suc cess.

EN ROLL MENT IN THE UN DER GRAD U ATE
UNI VER SITY DI VI SION

Many stu dents come to the university un cer tain about a pre ferred
area of ac a demic in ter est.  Other stu dents find their ac a demic in -
ter ests shift or ex pand as they are in tro duced to the many and var -
ied ac a demic ex pe ri ences as so ci ated with at ten dance at the
university.  Stu dents who are un de cided about their fields of study
may se lect the No-Pref er ence op tion at the time of ad mis sion or at 
a later time. Cer tain ma jor and de gree pro grams spec ify the com -
ple tion of par tic u lar courses or se quences of courses dur ing the
fresh man and soph o more years.  Stu dents who have not com -
pleted such courses or se quences early in their pro grams of study 
may need ad di tional time to meet the re quire ments for those pro -
grams. Stu dents with in ter ests in spe cific fields of study may de -
clare ma jor pref er ences re lated to those fields.

The No-Pref er ence op tion al lows stu dents to in ves ti gate the
wide va ri ety of ma jors avail able at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity.
Advisors in the Un der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion (UUD) Stu dent 
Ac a demic Af fairs unit serve as the ad vi sors for stu dents who se -
lect the No-Pref er ence op tion.  The ad vi sors as sist stu dents with
ma jor and ca reer ad vice and course se lec tion.

Stu dents who de clare ma jor pref er ences are as signed to ac a -
demic ad vi sors in the col leges of their ma jor pref er ences.  How -
ever, UUD ad vi sors are also avail able to these stu dents.

STU DENT AC A DEMIC AF FAIRS

The ad vi sors in the Un der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion (UUD)
Stu dent Ac a demic Af fairs unit as sist and guide stu dents to the se -
lec tion of a ma jor, mon i tor their ac a demic prog ress, pro vide ac a -
demic ad vis ing, guide stu dents to ward ac tiv i ties that are
de signed to en hance their per sonal and pro fes sional growth, and
make ap pro pri ate re fer rals to en able stu dents to take ad van tage
of other re sources and ser vices the university of fers.  UUD
advisors are readily ac ces si ble in the Neighborhood En gage ment 
Cen ters.

Brody En gage ment Cen ter for stu dents liv ing in –Armstrong, 
Bailey, Bryan, Butterfield, Emmons, and Rather res i dence
halls.  Call 353–3863.

Holden En gage ment Cen ter for stu dents liv ing in the South
Com plex–Case, Wil son, Won ders, and Holden res i dence
halls.  Call 353–1660.

Hub bard En gage ment Cen ter for stu dents liv ing in the East
Com plex–Akers, Fee, Holmes, Hub bard, and McDonel res i -
dence halls. Call 353–6387.
 
McDonel En gage ment Cen ter for stu dents liv ing in Van
Hoosen Apart ments, and McDonel, Owen and Shaw res i -
dence halls. Call 884-4080.

Un ion En gage ment Cen ter for stu dents liv ing in Ab bot, Ma -
son, Phillips, Snyder, Camp bell, Gilchrist, Landon, Mayo,
Wil liams and Yakeley res i dence halls. Call 884-4050.

While stu dents are en cour aged to visit the En gage ment Cen ter 
in their Neigh bor hood, stu dents can visit an En gage ment Cen ter
in any of the above lo ca tions for ac a demic ad vis ing and as sis -
tance. 

For ad di tional in for ma tion, e-mail uud@msu.edu or visit
www.msu.edu/unit/uud. 

LEARNING RE SOURCES CENTER

The Learning Re sources Cen ter (LRC) of fers one-on-one course
spe cific tu tor ing, study-skills re lated sem i nars and work shops,
and a fully equipped com puter learn ing lab. The LRC's goal is to
as sist stu dents in de vel op ing strat e gies and tech niques es sen tial
to be com ing suc cess ful stu dents. LRC ser vices are avail able at
the main of fice in 202 Ernst Bessey Hall, the Com puter/Learning
Lab in 204 Ernst Bessey Hall and offsite lo ca tions as so ci ated with 
En gage ment Centers where eve ning tu tor ing occurs.

Main of fice ser vices in clude one-on-one course spe cific as sis -
tance with trained tu tors. Stu dents may also meet with pro fes -
sional staff for help with read ing com pre hen sion, math anx i ety,
sci ence and tech nol ogy lit er acy, and gen eral learn ing skills.

At the Com puter/Learning Lab, stu dents may use in ter ac tive
study sup port soft ware to en hance and de velop skills; view class -
room ma te ri als placed on re serve by in struc tors; and use on line
com put ers with la ser print ing, scan ning and one-on-one tech no -
log i cal as sis tance.

For ad di tional in for ma tion, or to sched ule ap point ments or
make sem i nar and work shop res er va tions, call 1-517-355-2363
or visit www.lrc.msu.edu.
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AC A DEMIC AD VISE MENT

Each stu dent is re spon si ble for know ing university, col lege, and
de part ment or school re quire ments as stated in the cat a log and in
col lege and de part ment or school printed ma te ri als.

To as sist the stu dent in in ter pret ing pol i cies and re quire ments,
ac a demic ad vise ment is pro vided through the col leges and the
Neigh bor hood En gage ment Cen ters.  Advisors will pro vide stu -
dents with in for ma tion about the broad range of ad vis ing services. 
Stu dents are strongly en cour aged to con sult reg u larly with an ad -
vi sor. Stu dents may also check their prog ress to ward a de gree by
us ing De gree Nav i ga tor, avail able at www.degnav.msu.edu.

The ad vis ing pro grams vary in spe cific de tails. Each stu dent is
as signed to an ad vi sor, or to ad vi sors to con sider per sonal goals,
ex plore in ter ests, con sider ed u ca tional op tions, and fo cus on
courses and co-cur ric u lar op por tu ni ties that will en hance their un -
der grad u ate learn ing experience. No–Pref er ence stu dents are
pri mar ily ad vised in the Neigh bor hood En gage ment Centers. See 
the Un der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion and the Ad mis sion to a De -
gree Col lege sec tions of this cat a log for fur ther in for ma tion.

Ac a demic ad vis ing is a continuous pro cess in which a stu dent
and ad vi sor dis cuss pos si ble ed u ca tional op tions, in the stu dent's
to tal ed u ca tional pro gram; in spe cific fields of study; and in po ten -
tial ca reers, in or der that the stu dent may make informed choices.
Ac a demic ad vis ing also in cludes in ter pre ta tion of the Mich i gan
State University cat a log and guid ance ma te ri als pro vided by the
stu dent's col lege and de part ment or school and re fer ral to other
university re sources for ac a demic, career, and per sonal as sis -
tance as needed.

De gree Nav i ga tor

Stu dents may check their prog ress to ward a de gree by us ing the
online ad vis ing tool, De gree Nav i ga tor, avail  able at
www.degnav.msu.edu. In di vid ually and with their ad vi sors, stu -
dents may ex plore de gree pro gram re quire ments and ex per i ment 
with dif fer ent sce nar ios to learn how their past and cur rent course
work might ap ply to many other ma jors.

AD MIS SION TO A DE GREE-GRANT ING COL LEGE 

Stu dents may be ad mit ted as fresh men to James Mad i son Col -
lege, Lyman Briggs Col lege and the Res i den tial Col lege in the
Arts and Hu man i ties. Stu dents may be ad mit ted to cer tain col -
leges fol low ing com ple tion of a des ig nated com bi na tion or se -
quence of courses. (see Ad mis sion to the Col lege in the
ap pro pri ate col lege sec tion of this cat a log). Stu dents who have
com pleted the pre req ui site courses for ad mis sion to the Col lege
of Nurs ing may ap ply dur ing the fresh man year for sub se quent
ad mis sion. Any stu dent who has reached ju nior stand ing by earn -
ing 56 cred its must be ad mit ted to a de gree-grant ing col lege to
con tinue as a stu dent at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity.

AC CEP TANCE  BY A DE GREE-GRANT ING COL LEGE. A stu dent
seek ing ad mis sion to a de gree-granting col lege will be ac cepted
by a de gree-grant ing col lege pro vided he or she: 
1. has earned a min i mum of 28 cred its (ef fec tive Fall 2015), 
2. is in good stand ing (see Ac a demic Stand ing of Un der grad u -

ate Stu dents - ASUS - for ad di tional in for ma tion), 
3. has the re quired grade-point av er age in des ig nated com bi -

na tions or se quences of courses within the 28 credit min i -
mum (see Re quire ments for Ad mis sion to the Col lege in the
ap pro pri ate col lege sec tion of the cat a log), and 

4. is se lected for ad mis sion by the duly es tab lished se lec tion
com mit tee in any de part ment, col lege, or school where a
spe cific lim i ta tion on en roll ment has been es tab lished.

TEACHER CER TIF I CA TION. For in for ma tion about teacher cer tif i -
ca tion op por tu ni ties, op tions, and re quire ments, re fer to the
state ment on Teacher Cer tif i ca tion in the De part ment of Teacher
Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log.

RE FUSAL OF AC CEP TANCE BY A DE GREE-GRANTING COL LEGE.
By the fifth day of the next se mes ter, students who fail to meet the
re quire ments for ad mis sion to the de gree-grant ing col lege of their 
choice but have earned a min i mum of 56 cred its and are in good
stand ing must: 
1. ap ply for ac cep tance by an other de gree-grant ing col lege, or 
2. trans fer to an ap pro pri ate pro gram in the Col lege of Arts and

Let ters, the Col lege of So cial Sci ence, or the Col lege of  Nat -
u ral Sci ence.  

EN ROLL MENT

EN ROLL MENT

En roll ment is the se lec tion of courses for a fall, spring, or summer
sched ule based on the stu dent's Ac a demic Prog ress Plan pre vi -
ously de vel oped and con tin u ally re viewed with an ac a demic ad vi -
sor.   

CLAS SI FI CA TION OF STU DENTS

For pur poses of en roll ment and de ter min ing el i gi bil ity for cer tain
stu dent ac tiv i ties, a division of stu dents by class is made by the
Of fice of the Reg is trar at the end of each se mes ter on the ba sis of
the num ber of cred its earned and ac cord ing to the fol low ing
sched ule: 

Credits Earned Classification 
fewer than 28 Fresh man 
28 to 55 Soph o more 
56 to 87 Ju nior
88 and above Se nior

Stu dents who have ma tric u lated at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
and have achieved ju nior stand ing (56 se mes ter cred its) may not
earn cred its from two-year in sti tu tions.

Stu dents who have ma tric u lated at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
and have not yet achieved ju nior stand ing (56 se mes ter cred its)
may earn cred its from two-year in sti tu tions, up to the 56-se mes ter 
credit limit.

REG IS TRA TION

Reg is tra tion is the pro cess of se cur ing classes for which one has
en rolled by pay ment of charges due or con fir ma tion of at ten -
dance, if no pay ment is due.

PE RIOD COVERED BY REG IS TRA TION  

Re fer to the state ment on Pe riod Covered by Reg is tra tion in The
Ac a demic Pro gram sec tion of this cat a log.  

SE MES TER CREDIT LOAD

 All un der grad u ate bac ca lau re ate programs re quire a min i mum of 
120 cred its. Most pro grams are de signed so that a stu dent start -
ing a pro gram as a fresh man may fin ish it in 8 se mes ters by sat is -
fac to rily com plet ing an av er age of 15 cred its a se mes ter.  In
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prac tice, stu dents usu ally carry from 12 to 18 cred its a se mes ter
de pend ing on per sonal cir cum stances and the cho sen pro gram
of study. Stu dents with less than a 2.50 grade–point av er age
(GPA) the pre ced ing se mes ter should not en roll for more than 15
or 16 cred its ex cept when re quired by the spe cific pro gram. Only
un der un usual cir cum stances will a stu dent be per mit ted to carry
more than 20 cred its. 

A stu dent with less than sat is fac tory ac a demic per for mance
may be re quired to take a re duced credit load as a con di tion of
con tin ued reg is tra tion in the university. 

Full-Time Stu dents

Un der grad u ate students must carry at least 12 cred its a se mes ter  
or sum mer ses sion in or der to: 
1. par tic i pate in in ter col le giate ath let ics. 
2. qual ify for the Dean's List for the se mes ter. 
3. qual ify for most schol ar ships, awards, and fi nan cial aids.

Most of these are lim ited to un der grad u ate stu dents car ry ing
at least 12 cred its a se mes ter ex clud ing cred its for any
course car ried as a vis i tor.  Stu dents should de ter mine the
spe cific re quire ments from the ap pro pri ate agency or con tact 
the Of fice of Fi nan cial Aid.

4. be cer ti fied in full-time sta tus to loan agen cies and other ex -
ter nal en ti ties.

Stu dents par tic i pat ing in au tho rized forty hour/week in tern -
ships or co op er a tive work pro grams are con sid ered full time for all 
the pur poses listed above.

Fed eral agen cies such as the De part ment of Ed u ca tion, De -
part ment of Vet er ans Af fairs, and De part ment of Home land Se cu -
rity may have sep a rate and dis tinct full-time sta tus requirements.

SE LECTING A MA JOR

A ma jor is a pri mary field of study. Se lec tion of a field of study as a
ma jor pref er ence may be made at the time the ap pli ca tion for ad -
mis sion is sub mit ted. Any stu dent en ter ing the university with
fewer than 56 cred its may choose to en ter with out a ma jor pref er -
ence by selecting No-Pref er ence. A No–Pref er ence stu dent de -
fers de clar ing a ma jor pref er ence or ma jor un til there has been an
op por tu nity to sam ple courses from a va ri ety of fields un der spe -
cial ac a demic ad vis ing di rected by an ad vi sor in the Stu dent Ac a -
demic Af fairs Of fice of the Un der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion.  A
ma jor must be se lected be fore ju nior stand ing (56 cred its) is
reached. 

Cer tain ac a demic pro grams which spec ify par tic u lar courses or 
se quences of courses dur ing the first two years may re quire more
than eight se mes ters for com ple tion of the de gree pro gram.

CHANGING A MA JOR

FRESH MEN AND SOPH O MORES. Stu dents  ini ti ate changes of ma jor
pref er ence ei ther in the of fice of the as so ci ate dean of the col lege
ma jor or in the ap pro pri ate Un der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion
Stu dent Ac a demic Af fairs Of fice. For most stu dents who have
fewer than 56 credit hours, the associate dean’s func tion is served 
by the Un der grad u ate Uni ver sity Di vi sion (UUD). Ex cep tions are
James Mad i son Col lege, Lyman Briggs Col lege, the Res i den tial
Col lege in Arts and Hu man i ties, and stu dents in Busi ness, Com -
mu ni ca tion Arts and Sci ences, En gi neer ing, or Nat u ral Science
who have been ad mit ted earlier than 56 credits.

JU NIORS AND SE NIORS. A stu dent wish ing to change a ma jor in
one de gree col lege to a ma jor in an other de gree col lege (or within
the same col lege) must ini ti ate the change in the of fice of the
associate dean of the col lege to which the stu dent wishes to
trans fer. 

The stu dent must meet the re quire ments for grad u a tion given
in this cat a log cur rent at the time the change is ef fec tive.  Twenty
cred its must be com pleted while en rolled in the ma jor in the col -
lege in which the de gree is to be earned. 

SE LECT ING A MI NOR

A mi nor is a sec ond ary field of study at the un der grad u ate level. It
is a co her ent set of courses that pro vides a stu dent with an in tro -
duc tion to a field of study. Mi nors are sup ple men tary to the stu -
dent’s ma jor. Mi nors are not open to stu dents who are in ma jors in
a field of study with the same name rep re sented by the mi nor, and
mi nors may be lim ited to stu dents in par tic u lar ma jors or col leges.
The min i mum num ber of cred its for a mi nor is 15. The Ac a demic
Pro grams cat a log must clearly state if some of these cred its for
the mi nor are re quired to be “unique.” “Unique” cred its for a mi nor
are de fined as cred its that do not count for a course taken to sat -
isfy an other uni ver sity, col lege, or ma jor re quire ment.

GUEST STATUS AT AN OTHER IN STI TU TION

MSU stu dents may at tend other in sti tu tions as Guest Stu dents or
Non–ma tric u lated Stu dents for short pe ri ods for the pur pose of
earn ing credit for trans fer to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. 

Stu dents plan ning to at tend in sti tu tions within the State of
Michigan should use the Mich i gan Uni form Un der grad u ate Guest 
Ap pli ca tion form avail able on the web at www.reg.msu.edu. Stu -
dents who wish to at tend non-Mich i gan in sti tu tions should ob tain
ap pli ca tion forms from the host in sti tu tion. The com pleted form
should be taken to the host school.

A stu dent wish ing to take courses at an other in sti tu tion should
con sult an ac a demic ad vi sor or the Trans fer MSU course equiv a -
lency ta ble on the web at www.trans fer.msu.edu to as sure trans -
fer abil ity.

A min i mum grade of 2.0 must be earned in each course in or der 
for the credit to be trans ferred to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity.

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity stu dents who have achieved ju -
nior stand ing (56 se mes ter cred its) may not earn credit in
two–year in sti tu tions for trans fer to Mich i gan State.

AC A DEMIC OP POR TU NI TIES

RE SERVE OF FI CERS' TRAINING CORPS ARMY
AND AIR FORCE

The Re serve Of fi cers' Train ing Corps Army and Air Force
(ROTC) pro grams pro vide preprofessional prep a ra tion for fu ture
Army and Air Force of fi cers. They are de signed to de velop the
skills of men and women who can ap ply their ed u ca tion to their ini -
tial as sign ments as com mis sioned of fi cers. In or der to re ceive a
com mis sion, ROTC ca dets must com plete all requirements for a
de gree in ac cor dance with university re quire ments, as well as
com plete cer tain courses spec i fied by the De part ment of Mil i tary
Sci ence or the De part ment of Aero space Studies. De pending on
the stu dent's pro gram of study, such courses may sup ple ment or
serve as elec tives with the ap proval of the ap pro pri ate ac a demic
unit. 

For de tails on the Air Force or Army ROTC pro gram, re fer to
De part ment of Aero space Studies or De part ment of Mil i tary Sci -
ence in the Other De part ments and Of fices for Re search and Ser -
vices sec tion of this cat a log.
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PRELAW STUDY

The Prelaw Hand book, the of fi cial law school guide pub lished by
the As so ci a tion of Amer i can Law Schools, em pha sizes that there
is not a pre scribed course of study which can be rec om mended to
all stu dents seek ing to en ter law school.  The two most im por tant
law school ad mis sion cri te ria, ac cord ing to the Prelaw Hand book,
are the stu dent's un der grad u ate grade–point av er age and their
score on the Law School Ad mis sion Test (LSAT). The ad mis sion
pol i cies of var i ous law schools, and the de gree to which they uti -
lize other cri te ria as well as the above, are de scribed in the Prelaw 
Hand book which may be ex am ined in the Uni ver sity Li brary or
pur chased in most book stores.  The prelaw stu dent is urged to
study this hand book care fully and to dis cuss it with an ad vi sor in
the col lege of their choice. 

Al though the Prelaw Hand book does not sin gle out spe cific
courses or ma jors as be ing es pe cially suit able for prelaw stud ies,
it does call at ten tion to cer tain skills and in sights which the stu dent 
should seek to de velop, and which the LSAT at tempts to mea -
sure. These are the abil ity to think care fully and crit i cally, to com -
pre hend the thoughts of oth ers and ex press one's own with
ac cu racy and clar ity, and to un der stand crit i cally the hu man val -
ues and in sti tu tions with which the law deals. 

The de vel op ment of these abil i ties is not the mo nop oly of any
one sub ject area, de part ment, or school. While the  Prelaw Hand -
book does dis cuss spe cific ar eas of study and the po ten tial con tri -
bu tion each can make to prelaw ed u ca tion, it pref aces its
dis cus sion by in sist ing on the im por tance of a prelegal ed u ca tion
of the broad est scope. Thus, a prelaw stu dent may ma jor in vir tu -
ally any dis ci pline, pro vided that the ma jor is made part of a rig or -
ous and broad ed u ca tion. 

The fol low ing col leges at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity have de -
fined prelaw pro grams and ad vi sors:  Arts and Let ters, Busi ness,
James Mad i son, and So cial Sci ence. Page ref er ences to these
pro grams may be found in the Gen eral In dex.  Ad di tional in for ma -
tion may be ob tained from the of fice of the associate dean of
these and other col leges.  

STUDY ABROAD

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is the na tional leader in study abroad,
of fer ing more than 275 pro grams, on all con ti nents and in over 60
coun tries.  Pro grams are of fered ev ery ses sion, in clud ing win ter
and spring break, and range from one week to two semesters.  In
many in stances, costs do not ex ceed a se mes ter’s study on cam -
pus on a per credit ba sis.

Over 25 percent of cur rent Mich i gan State University stu dents 
par tic i pate in study abroad and the pro gram con tin ues to grow. 
An in creas ingly com mon com po nent of ex cel lence in higher ed u -
ca tion to day, study abroad is quickly be com ing an ex pected and
integral part of the un der grad u ate ex pe ri ence at Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity.

Pro grams are of fered in many ac a demic dis ci plines in all col -
leges with un der grad u ate programs.  Stu dents un der stand that
study ing abroad helps them de velop the ac a demic/in tel lec tual,
per sonal, pro fes sional, and intercultural skills and at ti tudes re -
quired to be come ef fec tive and com pet i tive in the global en vi ron -
ments they will en coun ter af ter grad u a tion.

Stu dents are en cour aged to ex plore study abroad op por tu ni -
ties early. They may start by vis it ing the Study Abroad Web site at 
www.studyabroad.msu.edu, by call ing 1-517-353-8920, or by vis -
it ing the Of fice of Study Abroad in the In ter na tional Cen ter, 427 N.
Shaw, Room 109.

For ad di tional in for ma tion, see the Guest Sta tus at An other In -
sti tu tion sec tion of this cat a log.

CO-SPON SORED STUDY ABROAD PRO GRAMS

Co-spon sored pro grams are study abroad pro grams which are
pro posed and spon sored by an ac a demic unit at Mich i gan State
University, im ple mented by an in ter na tional host part ner in sti tu -
tion, and staffed by non-Mich i gan State University fac ulty.
Co-spon sored study abroad pro grams may in clude ex change
pro grams, di rect en roll ment in a in ter na tional uni ver sity, and
consortial or other pro vider pro grams. Co-spon sored pro grams
are com pa ra ble in qual ity to reg u lar Mich i gan State University
study abroad pro grams; they con sti tute an area or field of study
that is en com passed as part of the spon sor ing ac a demic unit(s) at 
Mich i gan State University. Co-spon sored pro grams, upon ap -
proval, yield Mich i gan State University credit and grades. Al -
though the "co-spon sored" des ig na tion and ben e fits do not
au to mat i cally ex tend to all the ac a demic of fer ings of a host in sti tu -
tion, there may be mul ti ple ar eas of study within the host in sti tu -
tion that are rec og nized as Mich i gan State University
co-spon sored pro grams. Mul ti ple Mich i gan State University ac a -
demic units may de cide to pur sue co-spon sored pro grams with
se lected high qual ity uni ver si ties.

For ad vice on how to in cor po rate study abroad or co-spon -
sored study abroad into your un der grad u ate pro gram, see your
ac a demic ad vi sor.

UN DER GRAD U ATE LEARN ING AS SIS TANTS

Un der grad u ate Learn ing As sis tant (ULA) is a term re fer ring to
any un der grad u ate stu dent who as sists the fac ulty-of-re cord in
that fac ulty mem ber’s as signed, for-credit course(s) at Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity. An ULA can, un der the mentorship and su per vi -
sion of the fac ulty-of-re cord, as sist in class prep a ra tion; ob jec tive
grad ing; and ac tive and col lab o ra tive learn ing ex er cises within
lec ture, lab o ra tory, and dis cus sion sec tions. No un der grad u ate
stu dent may per form ac tiv i ties re quir ing pro fes sional judg ment
such as de ter min ing course con tent, con duct ing lec tures or sem i -
nars, per form ing sub jec tive eval u a tions of stu dent per for mance,
or as sign ing grades for any for-credit course at Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity.

Tu tors, who are not part of the in struc tional team of a spe cific
course, are not sub ject to this pol icy.

Se lec tion Process

In di vid u als serv ing as an ULA must have dem on strated knowl -
edge of sub ject con tent by ei ther com plet ing and ex cel ling in the
course or its equiv a lent in which they as sist, or through a high
level of per for mance in more ad vanced courses that de pend
upon knowl edge of rel e vant course con tent.

Train ing

Each fac ulty-of-re cord uti liz ing ULAs must pro vide ULAs with ap -
pro pri ate guide lines and in for ma tion nec es sary to carry out their
as sign ments and re spon si bil i ties. These shall take the form of a
writ ten guide or hand book, which must ref er ence rel e vant
university pol i cies.

Un der grad u ate Learn ing As sis tant Re spon si bil i ties

Ex pec ta tions and spe cific tasks nec es sary for the ex e cu tion of
ULA as sign ments and re spon si bil i ties must be pro vided in writ ing
to the ULA. If ULAs are as signed to grade stu dent work, it is the
fac ulty-of-re cord’s re spon si bil ity to pro vide a frame work for ob jec -
tive eval u a tion of stu dent work, to train the ULA on the ap pro pri ate 
use of this frame work, and to en sure that the ULA is us ing this
frame work cor rectly and re li ably. The fac ulty-of-re cord also must
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in form ULAs about the im por tance of main tain ing stu dent con fi -
den ti al ity with re gard to stu dent work.

Eval u a tion of Un der grad u ate Learn ing As sis tant
Per for mance

The fac ulty-of-re cord has the re spon si bil ity for the per for mance
and eval u a tion of ULAs serv ing in that course. ULAs must be sys -
tem at i cally eval u ated dur ing and at the end of each se mes ter.
Feed back must be shared with the ULA with the goal of im prov ing
the learn ing ex pe ri ence, de vel op ing better ULA per for mance in
the fu ture, and ul ti mately in de vel op ing skill sets and at ti tudes
needed in the work place.

Sti pends

The po si tion of an ULA is typ i cally a paid po si tion. How ever, in
some in stances, fol low ing con sul ta tion with the course’s fac -
ulty-of-re cord, the ULA may ex er cise an op tion to en roll in course
credit rather than re ceive pay. An ULA may not re ceive both
course credit and pay for a sin gle course to which they have been
as signed. In no case may a stu dent be en rolled in a course for
which they serve as an ULA.

Ad min is tra tion and Over sight

Any ques tions con cern ing the ad min is tra tion of this pol icy should
be re ferred to the Of fice of the As so ci ate Pro vost for Un der grad u -
ate Ed u ca tion and Dean of Un der grad u ate Stud ies.

AC A DEMIC STAND ING

AC A DEMIC STANDING OF UN DER GRAD U ATE
STU DENTS

In tro duc tion

The state ment on AC A DEMIC STANDING OF UN DER GRAD U -
ATE STU DENTS (ASUS) was de signed to cre ate an early warn -
ing sys tem to pre vent stu dents from get ting too deeply into
ac a demic dif fi culty. The university re quires a cu mu la tive
grade–point av er age (GPA) of 2.00 or above for grad u a tion. The
state ment on ASUS es tab lishes a sys tem whereby at the end of
any se mes ter that a stu dent's cu mu la tive GPA  falls be low 2.00,
the stu dent is as signed to a warn ing sta tus des ig nated as pro ba -
tion.

Un der the state ment on ASUS, the term "pro ba tion" is the func -
tional equiv a lent of an ac a demic warn ing. Stu dents  placed on
pro ba tion re tain the right to par tic i pate in all university ac tiv i ties
and re tain all of the rights and priv i leges avail able to any stu dent
who is not cur rently sub ject to ac a demic re cess or dis missal.

In ad di tion to the cri te ria con tained in this state ment on Ac a -
demic Stand ing of Un der grad u ate Stu dents (ASUS), un der grad -
u ate stu dents who wish to be con sid ered for fed eral fi nan cial aid
must be mak ing sat is fac tory prog ress to ward the bach e lor’s de -
gree as de fined in the Fi nan cial Aid for Un der grad u ates sec tion of
this pub li ca tion.

Good Stand ing  

A stu dent is in good stand ing if the stu dent is a new stu dent, or the
stu dent's cu mu la tive grade–point av er age is at least 2.00.

Pro ba tion  

A stu dent is on pro ba tion if dur ing the most re cent pre vi ous se -
mes ter in at ten dance, the stu dent had been in good stand ing, but
at the end of that se mes ter the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age
was be low 2.00. Grades of I and ET are not con sid ered in com put -
ing this grade–point av er age. The pe riod of pro ba tion is one se -
mes ter. If in the spe cial case that there are grade changes dur ing
that se mes ter which re sult in the stu dent's cu mu la tive
grade–point av er age in creas ing to at least a 2.00, the stu dent is
re turned to good stand ing.

Stu dents on pro ba tion may be re quired to see an ac a demic ad -
vi sor. If they do not, a hold may be placed on their reg is tra tion. If at 
the end of that se mes ter, the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age is
at least 2.00, the stu dent is re turned to good stand ing. If not, the
stu dent will be put on fi nal pro ba tion or re cessed.  

Fi nal Pro ba tion

A stu dent is on fi nal pro ba tion if dur ing the most re cent pre vi ous
se mes ter in at ten dance, the stu dent was on pro ba tion and at the
end of the se mes ter the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age was still
be low 2.00 and the se mes ter grade–point av er age was at least
2.00. Stu dents with fewer than 30 cred its earned at Mich i gan
State University must have a se mes ter grade–point av er age of
1.5 or higher. Grades of I and ET are not con sid ered in com put ing
the cu mu la tive or se mes ter grade–point av er age. The pe riod of fi -
nal pro ba tion is one se mes ter. If in the spe cial case there are
grade changes dur ing that se mes ter which re sult in the stu dent's
grade–point av er age in creas ing to at least a 2.00, the stu dent is
re turned to good stand ing.

Stu dents on fi nal pro ba tion may be re quired to see an ac a -
demic ad vi sor. If they do not, a hold may be placed on their reg is -
tra tion. At the end of the se mes ter on fi nal pro ba tion, the
cu mu la tive grade–point av er age must be at least 2.00 or the stu -
dent will be re cessed. An ex cep tion to this can be made for stu -
dents with 30 or fewer cred its earned at Mich i gan State
University.  If such a stu dent has shown sub stan tial prog ress dur -
ing the se mes ter and the ev i dence sug gests that the stu dent
would at tain good stand ing in one more se mes ter, the stu dent
may be granted one ad di tional se mes ter on (ex tended) fi nal pro -
ba tion at the dis cre tion of the associate dean of the stu dent's col -
lege.  

Warn ing for Re peats

At the dis cre tion of the associate dean of the stu dent's col lege a
stu dent is nor mally put on warn ing for re peats af ter re peat ing be -
tween 10 and 14 cred its. Stu dents on warn ing for re peats may be
re quired to see an ac a demic ad vi sor be fore en roll ing for any sub -
se quent se mes ter. If they do not, a hold may be placed on their
reg is tra tion. 

Warn ing for Lack of Sat is fac tory Prog ress in the Ma jor 

If at the end of a se mes ter an up per-di vi sion stu dent is not mak ing 
sat is fac tory prog ress to ward the de gree re quire ments stated in
the cat a log (e.g., a stu dent is not tak ing courses  in the stu dent's
ma jor or the stu dent's grade–point av er age in courses in the ma -
jor is be low the re quired ma jor grade–point av er age), or the stu -
dent's se mes ter grade–point av er age is be low 2.00, the stu dent
may be put on warn ing for lack of sat is fac tory prog ress in the ma -
jor at the dis cre tion of the associate dean of the stu dent's col lege.
Such stu dents must be given a writ ten state ment of the cri te ria
they must sat isfy to prog ress sat is fac to rily. Stu dents on warn ing
for lack of sat is fac tory prog ress in the ma jor may be re quired to
see an ac a demic ad vi sor be fore en roll ing. If they do not, a hold
may be placed on their reg is tra tion. If a stu dent has been on warn -
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ing for lack of sat is fac tory prog ress and is not mak ing sat is fac tory
prog ress in any sub se quent se mes ter, the stu dent will nor mally
be re cessed. How ever, if lack of sat is fac tory prog ress is due to
poor grades in the ma jor courses and the stu dent is oth er wise in
good stand ing, the stu dent would be per mit ted, even en cour aged, 
to re main at Mich i gan State University if the stu dent changed to a
more ap pro pri ate ma jor.

Re cess

1. If in any se mes ter a stu dent re ceives all se mes ter grades of
0.0 or I where nu meric grades have been given and there are
at least 6 cred its of 0.0, the stu dent will be re cessed un less
there are com pel ling rea sons cer ti fied to the re cord by the
associate dean of the stu dent's col lege. If re cessed, the stu -
dent must re main out of Mich i gan State University for at least
one full cal en dar year. 

2. If at the end of a se mes ter dur ing which the stu dent was on
pro ba tion the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age is still be low
2.00 and the se mes ter grade–point av er age is be low 2.00
(1.5 for stu dents with less than 30 cred its earned at Mich i gan
State University), the stu dent will be re cessed. The stu dent
must re main out of Mich i gan State University for at least one
full cal en dar year. 

3. If at the end of a se mes ter dur ing which the stu dent was on fi -
nal pro ba tion the cu mu la tive grade–point av er age is not at
least 2.00, the stu dent will be re cessed. The stu dent must re -
main out of Mich i gan State University for at least one full cal -
en dar year. 

4. If a stu dent has pre vi ously been put on warn ing for lack of
sat is fac tory prog ress in the ma jor and at the end of any sub -
se quent se mes ter the stu dent is not mak ing sat is fac tory
prog ress, the stu dent will be re cessed. A stu dent re cessed
for lack of sat is fac tory prog ress in the ma jor must re main out
of Mich i gan State University for at least one full cal en dar
year.

5. If at the end of the third con sec u tive se mes ter of en roll ment a
pro vi sion ally ad mit ted stu dent does not reach Eng lish lan -
guage pro fi ciency or does not dem on strate con sis tent prog -
ress in Eng lish lan guage pro fi ciency as de ter mined by the
Di rec tor of the Eng lish Lan guage Cen ter, the stu dent will be
re cessed. The stu dent must re main out of Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity for at least one cal en dar year. 

Af ter a re cessed stu dent has been out of Mich i gan State
University for the pre scribed pe riod, the stu dent may be re ad mit -
ted to Mich i gan State University at the dis cre tion of the ap pro pri -
ate associate dean. If re ad mit ted, the stu dent will be put on
pro ba tion, fi nal pro ba tion, or warn ing for lack of prog ress in the
major, and the associate dean may im pose spe cific con di tions in
writ ing that must be met. A sec ond re cess is dis missal.  

Dis missal

1. If a stu dent has pre vi ously been re cessed or dis missed, re -
ad mit ted, and again meets one of the cri te ria 1–4 for re cess
or has failed to com ply with the spe cific writ ten con di tions im -
posed at the time of re ad mis sion, the stu dent will be dis -
missed. 

Stu dents who have been dis missed must re main out of school
for at least two years. Af ter that pe riod, they may be re ad mit ted
only if a con vinc ing case can be made to the as so ci ate dean of the 
ad mit ting col lege that cir cum stances have changed so that there
is a rea son able prob a bil ity of suc cess. Stu dents will be re ad mit ted 
on pro ba tion, fi nal pro ba tion, warn ing for re peats, or warn ing for
lack of prog ress in the ma jor as ap pro pri ate, and spe cific con di -
tions in writ ing will be im posed.

RE AD MIS SION AFTER AC A DEMIC RE CESS
OR DIS MISSAL

Af ter Ac a demic Re cess

The re cessed stu dent is nor mally al lowed a sec ond chance to
dem on strate sat is fac tory ac a demic per for mance. There fore, he
or she may ap ply for re ad mis sion to be ef fec tive at the con clu sion
of the spec i fied pe riod of re cess. The stu dent may be re quired to
sub mit a re port of ac tiv i ties dur ing the pe riod of re cess. The re port 
may be used as one kind of ev i dence re gard ing readi ness to re -
turn. If the stu dent has at tended an other in sti tu tion while on re -
cess, he or she must sub mit an of fi cial tran script and have earned
at least a 2.00 grade–point av er age (GPA), or its equiv a lent, to be
con sid ered for re ad mis sion.

Af ter Ac a demic Dis missal

Ac a demic dis missal does not im ply fu ture re ad mis sion nor does it 
mean that the per son is for ever barred from en roll ment at Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity. Af ter a pe riod of at least two years, a stu dent
dis missed for ac a demic rea sons may ap ply for re ad mis sion.  The
ap pli cant must be pre pared to sub mit ev i dence of growth in ma tu -
rity and re spon si bil ity in dic a tive of ca pac ity to per form uni ver sity-
level work. Dec la ra tions of good in ten tions are not suf fi cient.
Each ap pli ca tion will be con sid ered on its mer its. If the stu dent
has at tended an other in sti tu tion while on dis missal, he or she
must sub mit an of fi cial tran script to be con sid ered for re ad mis -
sion.

For ad di tional in for ma tion, see Re ad mis sion Pro ce dure in the
Un der grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log.

GRAD U A TION 
RE QUIRE MENTS

GRAD U A TION RE QUIRE MENTS
FOR A BACH E LOR'S DE GREE

To be rec om mended for a bach e lor's de gree, a stu dent must: 
1. Com plete one year's work, nor mally the year of grad u a tion,

earn ing at least 30 cred its in courses given by Mich i gan State 
Uni ver sity. A se nior who has earned suf fi cient cred its from
this university and met the min i mum re quire ments as stated
be low, through prior ar range ment with the associate dean of
the col lege and the reg is trar, may be per mit ted to trans fer not 
to ex ceed 10 of the last 30 cred its from an ac cred ited
four–year col lege or uni ver sity of com pa ra ble ac a demic
quality. 

2. Earn at least 27 cred its on the East Lan sing cam pus or at ap -
proved Mich i gan State Uni ver sity in struc tional sites af ter
reach ing ju nior stand ing.

3. Com plete at least 20 cred its at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
while en rolled in the ma jor in the col lege in which the de gree
is to be earned. 

4. Re move any de fi cien cies iden ti fied by Mich i gan State
University place ment test scores, as de scribed in the Ac a -
demic Place ment Tests and Re me dial–De vel op men tal–Pre -
pa ra tory Courses sec tions. 
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5. Com plete the university math e mat ics re quire ment, as de -
scribed be low.

6. Com plete the university writ ing re quire ment, as de scribed
be low.

7. Com plete the university In te gra tive Studies re quire ment, as
de scribed be low.

8. Com plete sat is fac to rily an ap proved pro gram of study in a
col lege.

9. Com plete a min i mum of 120 cred its with at least a 2.00
grade–point av er age. Note that cer tain pro grams re quire
more than 120 cred its. See pro gram de gree re quire ments for 
spe cific to tals.

Note: A max i mum of 6 cred its in Eng lish as a Sec ond Lan -
guage (ESL) 220, 221, 222 or 223 may count to wards the
120-credit min i mum.

Note: Ful fill ment of Re quire ment 1. (above) by ac tive-duty
ser vice mem bers of the U.S. Armed Forces may oc cur any
time they are en rolled.  At least 30 cred its or no more than
twenty-five per cent of the de gree re quire ments for the un der -
grad u ate de gree must be earned in courses given by Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity. Re serv ist and Na tional Guards men on
ac tive-duty are cov ered in the same manner.

Math e mat ics Re quire ment

The Uni ver sity Math e mat ics re quire ment con sists of col lege al ge -
bra plus one ad di tional math e mat ics or sta tis tics course be yond
col lege al ge bra. Each stu dent must com plete the uni ver sity Math -
e mat ics re quire ment by ful fill ing one of the options below:
1. Com plete both of the fol low ing:

a. Math e mat ics 103; and
b. One of the fol low ing courses: Math e mat ics 112, 114,

124, 132, 152H, or 201; or Sta tis tics and Prob a bil ity 200
or 201.

Stu dents who place into any course in 1.b. via the
Math e mat ics Place ment Exam need only com plete the
course in 1.b. in or der to ful fill the Uni ver sity Math e mat -
ics re quire ment. 

2. Comple one of the following:
a. Math e mat ics 110 or 116.

3. Waiver through a proctored Math e mat ics Place ment Exam
yield ing a score re sult ing in place ment in Math e mat ics 132
(cal cu lus).

For ad di tional in for ma tion, re fer to the state ment on Ac a -
demic Place ment Tests – Math e mat ics (Al ge bra) in the Un -
der grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log.

Stu dents who trans fer one of the fol low ing: Math e mat ics 112,
114, or 201; or Sta tis tics and Prob a bil ity 200 or 201 alone, with no
other math e mat ics course above the level of MTH 1825, must
take the Math e mat ics Place ment Exam. Based on the score
achieved, ad di tional course work may be re quired to ful fill the uni -
ver sity Math e mat ics re quire ment.

In com ing fresh men who have taken a Col lege Board Ad vanced 
Place ment Ex am i na tion in Math e mat ics should con sult the state -
ment on Ac a demic Place ment Tests. Trans fer stu dents should
con sult the state ment on Trans fer Stu dent Ad mis sion.

For stu dents who are en rolled in Lyman Briggs Col lege, the
com ple tion of Lyman Briggs 118 sat is fies the Uni ver sity Math e -
mat ics re quire ment.

Writ ing Re quire ment

Each stu dent must com plete the university's writ ing pro gram re -
quire ments as fol lows:
1. The Tier I writ ing re quire ment that con sists of ei ther a. or b.

below. 
a. one of the fol low ing 4-credit Tier I writ ing courses dur ing

the first year: Writ ing, Rhet o ric and Amer i can Cul tures
110, 115, 125, 130, 135, 140, 145, 150, 195H; Arts and
Let ters 192 and 192H;
or

b. the de vel op men tal writ ing courses: Writ ing, Rhet o ric
and Amer i can Cultures 0102 and 1004 and one 4-credit
Tier I writ ing course dur ing the first year.  

2. Based on the Eng lish place ment mech a nism, a stu dent may
be  re quired to com plete the de vel op men tal writ ing courses
prior to en roll ing in a Tier I writ ing course.  The de vel op men -
tal writ ing courses are ad min is tered by the De part ment of
Writ ing, Rhet o ric and Amer i can Cul tures.  For ad di tional in -
for ma tion, re fer to the state ment on Ac a demic Place ment
Tests.

3. New fresh men who have taken the Col lege Board Ad vanced
Place ment Ex am i na tion in Eng lish should con sult the state -
ment on Ac a demic Place ment Tests. Trans fer stu dents
should con sult the state ment on Trans fer Stu dent Ad mis -
sion.

4. For stu dents who are en rolled in James Mad i son Col lege,
the com ple tion of James Mad i son Col lege 111 or 112 sat is -
fies the university Tier I writ ing re quire ment. 

For stu dents who are en rolled in Lyman Briggs College,
the com ple tion of Lyman Briggs 133 sat is fies the university
Tier I writ ing re quire ment.

For stu dents who are en rolled in the Res i den tial Col lege in
the Arts and Hu man i ties, the com ple tion of Res i den tial Col -
lege in the Arts and Hu man i ties 111 and 112 sat is fies the
university Tier I writ ing re quire ment.

5. The Tier II writ ing re quire ment for the stu dent's ac a demic
ma jor and de gree pro gram.  This re quire ment in volves writ -
ing in the stu dent's dis ci pline and is met by com plet ing ei ther:
a. one or more 300–400 level Tier II writ ing courses as

spec i fied for the stu dent's ac a demic ma jor and de gree
pro gram, or

b. a clus ter of 300–400 level courses that in volve writ ing
ex pe ri ences and that are ap proved as the Tier II writ ing
re quire ment for the stu dent's ac a demic ma jor and de -
gree pro gram.

In te gra tive Studies

In te gra tive Studies is an im por tant com po nent of Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity’s unique ap proach to lib eral gen eral ed u ca tion, of fer -
ing a core cur ric u lum  that com ple ments spe cial ized work by stu -
dents in their ma jors.  In te gra tive Studies courses in te grate
mul ti ple ways of know ing and modes of in quiry and in tro duce stu -
dents to im por tant ways of think ing in the three core knowl edge
ar eas: the Arts and Hu man ities, the Bi o log i cal  and Phys i cal Sci -
ences, and the So cial, Be hav ioral, and Economic Sci ences. They 
as sist stu dents dur ing their study to de velop as more crit i cal think -
ers.  They also en cour age ap pre ci a tion of our hu man ity and cre -
ativ ity,  hu man cul tural di ver sity, the power of knowl edge, and our
re spon si bil i ties for our selves and for our world.
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Courses in Mich i gan State Uni ver sity’s In te gra tive Studies Pro -
gram are aimed at de vel op ing in tel lec tual abil i ties, in clud ing crit i -
cal think ing and in ter pre tive skills.  They help in crease knowl edge
about other times, places, and cul tures, key ideas and is sues in
hu man ex pe ri ence, and the sci en tific method and its use ful ness
in un der stand ing the nat u ral and so cial worlds.  They are ex -
pected to enhance ap pre ci a tion of the role of knowl edge, and of
val ues and eth ics, in un der stand ing hu man be hav ior and solv ing
so cial prob lems.  Finally, they help stu dents rec og nize re spon si -
bil i ties and op por tu ni ties as so ci ated with dem o cratic cit i zen ship
and with liv ing in an in creas ingly in ter con nected, in ter de pen dent
world.

The Cen ter for In te gra tive Studies in the Arts and Hu man ities in 
the Col lege of Arts and Let ters has pri mary re spon si bil ity for the
Arts and Hu man ities area of In te gra tive Studies at Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity.

The Cen ter for In te gra tive Studies in Gen eral Sci ences in the
Col lege of Nat u ral Sci ences has pri mary re spon si bil ity for In te -
gra tive Studies courses in the Bi o log i cal and Physical Sci ences at 
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. 

The Cen ter for In te gra tive Studies in the So cial Sci ences in the
Col lege of So cial Sci ence has pri mary re spon si bil ity for In te gra -
tive Studies courses in the So cial, Be hav ioral, and Eco nomic Sci -
ences at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. 

Re quire ments for the In te gra tive Studies Pro gram

The com ple tion of a min i mum of 24 cred its in In te gra tive Studies
is re quired for each stu dent. 

Each stu dent must earn at least the spec i fied num ber of In te -
gra tive Studies cred its in each of the fol low ing three ar eas:  Arts
and Hu man ities (8 cred its); Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences (8
cred its); and So cial, Be hav ioral, and Eco nomic Sci ences (8 cred -
its).
1. In the Arts and Hu man ities area, stu dents must com plete

one IAH course num bered be low 211 and one other IAH
course num bered 211 or higher. Com ple tion of the Tier I writ -
ing requirement is the pre req ui site for any IAH course be low
211. Any IAH course be low 211 serves as the pre req ui site for 
any IAH course num bered 211 or higher.

2. In the So cial, Be hav ioral, and Eco nomic Sci ences area,
stu dents must com plete a se quence of two courses:  one
200–level course and one 300–level course. The 200–level
course is the pre req ui site for the 300–level course.

3. In the Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences area, each stu -
dent must com plete 8 cred its.  The 8 cred its con sist of 3 cred -
its in Bi o log i cal Sci ences, 3 cred its in Phys i cal Sci ences, and
a 2–credit lab o ra tory ex pe ri ence, taken con cur rently with
one of the courses. Com ple tion of a de fined level of math e -
mat ics is a pre req ui site for courses in both the bi o log i cal and
phys i cal sci ences. 
3.1. The Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences re quire ment may

be met by al ter na tive courses ap proved for spe cific ac a -
demic ma jor and de gree pro grams for stu dents en rolled
in those pro grams.

3.2. A stu dent who changes from a ma jor hav ing ap proved
al ter na tive courses in Bi o log i cal and Phys i cal Sci ences
to a ma jor which re quires the reg u lar In te gra tive Studies
se quence will be given credit for the al ter na tive courses
al ready com pleted.

Many of the courses in the Arts and Hu man ities area and in the
So cial, Be hav ioral, and Eco nomic Sci ences area, em pha size na -
tional di ver sity (des ig nated "N" at the end of the course ti tle), or in -
ter na tional and multi cul tural di ver sity (des ig nated "I" at the end of
the course ti tle).  Some courses em pha size both na tional di ver -
sity, and in ter na tional and multi cul tural di ver sity (des ig nated "D"
at the end of the course ti tle).  Stu dents must in clude at least one
"N" course and one "I"  course in their In te gra tive Studies pro -

grams.  A "D" course may meet ei ther an "N" or an "I" re quire -
ment, but not both.

DUAL EN ROLL MENT

Un der grad u ate and Grad u ate

For in for ma tion, re fer to the Dual En roll ment by Un der grad u ates
state ment in the Grad u ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log.  

AD DI TIONAL MA JOR

With the per mis sion of the rel e vant de part ment and col lege, a stu -
dent who is en rolled in or has com pleted a Mich i gan State
University bach e lor's de gree pro gram may elect to com plete the
re quire ments for an ad di tional ma jor. An ad di tional ma jor may be
com pleted within the num ber of cred its re quired for the stu dent's
bach e lor's de gree pro gram or with only such ad di tional cred its
nec es sary to sat isfy the re quire ments for the ad di tional ma jor.
The ad di tional ma jor con sists of the spec i fied re quire ments of the
ma jor and, where re quired, of the col lege.

A stu dent who is in ter ested in com plet ing an ad di tional ma jor
should con tact the de part ment that ad min is ters the in tended ad -
di tional ma jor. The de part ment re quests the ad di tional ma jor
from the col lege to up date the stu dent's re cord.

The com ple tion of the ad di tional ma jor will be noted on the stu -
dent's fi nal tran script. Only the pri mary ma jor of the stu dent's
bach e lor's de gree pro gram will be des ig nated on the stu dent's di -
ploma.

TIME LIMIT FOR COM PLETING
A BACH E LOR'S DE GREE

There is no time limit for the com ple tion of the bach e lor's de gree.
For stu dents who have been ad mit ted to a ma jor, prog ress to ward 
the de gree shall be eval u ated on an in di vid ual ba sis af ter an as -
sess ment of the stu dent's ac a demic re cord and de gree re quire -
ments. The stu dent shall be in formed of the re main ing
re quire ments for grad u a tion at the time of ad mis sion or re ad mis -
sion to the ma jor and en cour aged to com plete his or her de gree. 

Re quire ments for a ma jor or de gree pro gram may be up dated
through the ap pro pri ate university pro cesses.  Changes in a ma -
jor or de gree pro gram shall be im ple mented in a man ner which
will not de lay the grad u a tion date or sig nif i cantly al ter the pro gram 
of a cur rently en rolled stu dent who is mak ing nor mal prog ress to -
ward the de gree. Michigan State Uni ver sity must re serve the right 
to mod ify or elim i nate pro grams that are de scribed in this pub li ca -
tion. In the event such an ac tion is taken, stu dents af fected will be
ad vised by their units of the op tions avail able to them to com plete
their de grees. Ev ery rea son able ef fort will be made to per mit stu -
dents to com plete these pro grams or sim i lar pro grams. 

RE QUIRE MENTS FOR A SEC OND
BACH E LOR'S DE GREE

To pur sue a sec ond bach e lor's de gree, a stu dent must be ad mit -
ted to the sec ond bach e lor's de gree pro gram. To be granted a
sec ond bach e lor's de gree, a stu dent must earn at least 30 cred its
in res i dence in ad di tion to the cred its re quired for the first de gree
and meet the spec i fied re quire ments of the sec ond col lege and
ma jor. A stu dent who com pletes the re quire ments for a sec ond
bach e lor's de gree will re ceive two di plo mas, one for each ma jor.
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SCHO LAS TIC HON ORS

In for ma tion on schol ar ships for stu dents is avail able through the
Mich i  gan State Universi ty Web si te www.ad mis -
sions.msu.edu/Un der grad u ate_Schol ar ships.asp.

Dean's List 

The Dean's List hon ors all un der grad u ates in the uni ver sity who
earn a 3.50 or better grade–point av er age (GPA) for the courses
in their un der grad u ate pro gram to tal ing 12 or more cred its for a
given se mes ter. The courses must be taken as part of the un der -
grad u ate pro gram to be rec og nized as part of the se mes ter to tal
GPA, and not taken to ful fill the re quire ments of a grad u ate or pro -
fes sional de gree pro gram. The cred its for a given se mes ter must
have been re corded un der the nu mer i cal grad ing sys tem. The
Dean's List des ig na tion ap pears on the stu dent's of fi cial tran -
script. The list, pre pared each se mes ter, is dis played in the MSU
Un ion Bui ld ing and is also avai l  able at
www.reg.msu.edu/ROInfo/GradHonor/DeansList.aspx.

Col lege Honors Awards

Sev eral of the col leges pres ent stu dents with awards at spe cial
oc ca sions such as hon ors ban quets or award re cep tions.

Awards and Prizes

A va ri ety of awards and prizes in rec og ni tion of spe cial tal ents and
achieve ment are avail able.

GRAD U A TION HON ORS

Honors Col lege stu dents, students who com plete the Ac a demic
Schol ars pro gram within the Hon ors Col lege, stu dents who grad -
u ate with honor or high honor, and Board of Trust ees Award
recipients are rec og nized in the com mence ment pro gram and at
the com mence ment exercise.

Grad u a tion with Honor

The pol icy for grant ing grad u a tion with honor as es tab lished by
the Uni ver sity Ac a demic Coun cil pro vides for hon or ing at each
com mence ment the top 20 per cent of the grad u at ing un der grad u -
ate stu dents based upon their grade-point av er ages. Ap prox i -
mately six per cent re ceive the de gree With High Honor and
ap prox i mately 14 per cent re ceive the de gree With Honor. The
cur rent min i mum grade–point av er ages  to re ceive grad u a tion
hon ors can be found on the Of fice of the Reg is trar Web site at
www.reg.msu.edu/ROInfo/GradHonor/GraduationHonors.asp.

The spe cific min i mum grade–point av er ages re quired for hon -
ors are de ter mined by the Of fice of the Pro vost fol low ing a re view
of the stan dards by the Uni ver sity Com mit tee on Un der grad u ate
Education. The grade–point dis tri bu tions of each year's spring
grad u ates are used for es tab lish ing new grade–point av er age
stan dards for the fol low ing con sec u tive spring, sum mer, and fall
grad u at ing classes.

Grad u a tion with honor is based on the en tire ac a demic per for -
mance at Mich i gan State University. How ever, rec og ni tion of
grad u a tion with honor in the com mence ment pro gram is based on 
the grade–point av er age of all work at Mich i gan State University
com pleted prior to the open ing of the se mes ter of grad u a tion.
Trans fer stu dents must earn a min i mum of 50 se mes ter cred its at
Mich i gan State University to be el i gi ble for grad u a tion with honor
or rec og ni tion in the com mence ment pro gram. Grad u a tion with

honor is in di cated on the stu dent's per ma nent ac a demic re cord
and on the di ploma. Lists are also re leased to the press with ap -
pro pri ate des ig na tions. 

Board of Trust ees Awards

Awards are made at fall and spring com mence ments to the six or
more grad u at ing se niors who achieved the high est cu mu la tive
schol arly re cords by the close of the pre ced ing se mes ter.  At least
three–fourths of the cred its for the de gree must be earned at
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity with nu mer i cal grades by the close of
the pre ced ing se mes ter. Fall, spring, and sum mer grad u at ing se -
niors are eligible. The Pres i dent of the Uni ver sity acts on be half of
the Board in de ter min ing the re cip i ents of the awards.

Sum mer Board of Trust ees Award re cip i ents, please con tact
the com mence ment of fice at acadevnt@msu.edu if you plan to
par tic i pate in the De cem ber com mence ment cer e mony.

Ac a demic Ap parel at Com mence ment

At the com mence ment ex er cises, can di dates grad u at ing from
the Hon ors Col lege wear a white stole with the ini tials, HC. Can di -
dates grad u at ing With Honor or With High Honor wear a gold
braid.

FI NAN CIAL AID for
UN DER GRAD U ATES

A com pre hen sive and co or di nated pro gram of fi nan cial aid to as -
sist qual i fied stu dents is avail able to Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
un der grad u ates in the form of schol ar ships, ed u ca tional grants,
loans, and jobs. 

Ap pli ca tions for fi nan cial aid are avail able on the web at
www.fafsa.gov. Re sults of the ap pli ca tion, known as the FAFSA,
are sent elec tron i cally to the MSU Of fice of Fi nan cial Aid for pro -
cess ing.

When a FAFSA is re ceived and the ex tent of the fi nan cial need
is de ter mined, the stu dent is con sid ered for any of the schol ar -
ships, grants, and loans for which he or she is el i gi ble. The fi nan -
cial aid pack age is pre pared to as sist in meet ing the fi nan cial
need of the stu dent. This pack age may in clude any com bi na tion
of schol ar ship, grant, loan, or job. Ca reer Services, 113 Stu dent
Ser vices Build ing, www.careernetwork.msu.edu, as sists stu -
dents in pro cur ing jobs.

Most of the ed u ca tional grants re quire that fi nan cial need be
dem on strated. Many of the schol ar ships and grants are lim ited to
Mich i gan res i dents. 

En tering fresh men who are Mich i gan res i dents and are ap ply -
ing for schol ar ship aid are ex pected to par tic i pate in the State of
Mich i gan com pet i tive schol ar ship pro gram, ad min is tered by the
Mich i gan Higher Ed u ca tion As sis tance Au thor ity. Stu dents may
ob tain in for ma tion about ap ply ing for aid at the Of fice of Fi nan cial
Aid, 252 Stu dent Ser vices Build ing.

Fed eral Aid and Sat is fac tory Prog ress To ward the
Bach e lor’s De gree

Fed eral aid reg u la tions limit the amount of time fed eral fi nan cial
aid re cip i ents can work to ward a bach e lor’s de gree and re quire
mea sured prog ress to ward that degree.
1. Stu dents who have com pleted the re quire ments for an un -

der grad u ate de gree are no lon ger el i gi ble for fed eral grant
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funds once the de gree re quire ments have been met, re gard -
less of whether the stu dent seeks con fer ral of the degree.

2. Stu dents who have ex ceeded the max i mum time frame to
com plete the de gree as de scribed be low are no lon ger el i gi -
ble for any fed eral, state, or in sti tu tional need-based funds or
any fed eral loans funds.

Un der grad u ate stu dents seek ing their first bach e lor’s de gree
are al lowed to earn 150% of the num ber of cred its re quired for the
de gree. Most bach e lor’s de grees re quire 120 cred its. In this case, 
stu dents en roll ing in a se mes ter af ter earn ing their 180th credit
are no lon ger con sid ered to be mak ing Sat is fac tory Prog ress to -
ward the de gree. 

Many Cer tif i cates in Ag ri cul ture Tech nol ogy and Cer tif i cates in
Vet er i nary Tech nol ogy re quire 60 cred its. For these pro grams,
the 150% limit would be 90 credits.

Cred its com pleted at all post-sec ond ary in sti tu tions are
counted in the to tal, whether or not Mich i gan State Uni ver sity has
ac cepted these cred its in trans fer and whether or not the stu dent
re ceived aid for them.

Stu dents are ex pected to com plete 67% of the cred its taken
dur ing their time of at ten dance. Com pleted cred its are those cred -
its in which the stu dent re mains en rolled through out the term of in -
struc tion for each course and for which the stu dent re ceives a
nu mer i cal, CR-NC, P-N, or V-Visitor grade.

Fed eral Aid and Re quired GPA

Fed eral reg u la tions re quire that stu dents must main tain a cu mu -
la tive grade-point av er age (GPA) suf fi cient to meet uni ver sity
grad u a tion re quire ments. This is a min i mum GPA of 2.00 for un -
der grad u ate stu dents.

Fed eral Fi nan cial Aid Probation and De nial

Stu dents who fail to meet any of the above re quire ments are no ti -
fied by the Of fice of Fi nan cial Aid re gard ing their fed eral-aid el i gi -
bil ity sta tus. The no ti fi ca tion will out line the ap peal pro cess for
stu dents with ex ten u at ing circumstances.

There are four kinds of fed eral-aid el i gi bil ity sta tus:
1. Fed eral-aid reg u lar sta tus ap plies to stu dents who com -

plete 67% of their MSU as sessed cred its, are within the
150% max i mum credit limit and have the min i mum re quired
GPA.

 2. Fed eral-aid warn ing ap plies to stu dents who have failed the 
67% com ple tion rule and/or who have fallen be low the min i -
mum cu mu la tive GPA in the se mes ter. This is a one-se mes -
ter grace pe riod. Stu dents are el i gi ble for fed eral aid while in
this status.

3. Fed eral-aid de nial ap plies to stu dents who have failed the
67% com ple tion rule for two con sec u tive mea sure ment pe ri -
ods, have failed to re gain the min i mum cu mu la tive GPA stan -
dards af ter one se mes ter of pro ba tion, and/or have
ex ceeded the 150% max i mum credit limit. In all cases, the
de nial will ap ply un less the stu dent sub mits a suc cess ful ap -
peal or re gains good stand ing by fulfilling the requirements.

4. Fed eral-aid pro ba tion ap plies when a stu dent has sub mit -
ted a suc cess ful ap peal, for the du ra tion of the ap proved
appeal.

A stu dent who fails the 67% com ple tion stan dard for the first
time will be placed on fed eral-aid warn ing for the next mea sure -
ment pe riod. A stu dent al ready on fed eral-aid warn ing who fails
the 67% com ple tion stan dard for a sec ond time will be placed on
fed eral-aid de nial. Stu dents who are on fed eral-aid de nial or who
are on fed eral-aid warn ing who pass the 67% com ple tion re quire -
ment will be re stored to fed eral-aid reg u lar sta tus if they have not
failed an other Sat is fac tory Academic Progress requirement.

Stu dents who are un able to com plete a bach e lor’s de gree
within 150% of the re quired cred its for the de gree are in el i gi ble for 
fed eral fi nan cial aid and are placed on fed eral aid de nial be gin -
ning with the se mes ter fol low ing the one in which they en rolled in
their last credit. A re minder re gard ing the credit max i mum and ex -
ten sion re quests will be sent to stu dents at least one se mes ter be -
fore they at tempt their fi nal al lowed credit. A stu dent granted an
ex ten sion will be placed on federal-aid probation.

Stu dents with a cu mu la tive GPA be low 2.00 are placed on
warn ing for one se mes ter. If the cu mu la tive GPA is still be low
2.00 at the end of the next term of en roll ment, the stu dent is de -
nied aid un til the re quired 2.00 cu mu la tive GPA is earned.

STU DENT LOANS

Uni ver sity Short–Term Loan Pro gram

The Short–Term Loan Pro gram at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity is
de signed to help stu dents meet emer gency sit u a tions and should
not be re garded as a means of fi nanc ing a col lege ed u ca tion.

Fed eral Perkins Stu dent Loan Pro gram

This low-in ter est loan pro gram was es tab lished by the fed eral
gov ern ment in an agree ment with Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. All
awards are based upon the avail abil ity of funds. 

Loans must be used for le git i mate ed u ca tional pur poses such
as room, board, tu i tion, and books. El i gi bil ity is de ter mined by a
uni form method of needs anal y sis through the sub mis sion of the
Free Ap pli ca tion for Fed eral Stu dent Aid (FAFSA). Au to matic
con sid er ation is given to fi nan cial aid ap pli cants who dem on -
strate fi nan cial need. Stu dents must nor mally be en rolled on a
full–time ba sis to re ceive a loan.

Fed eral Sub si dized Stafford Loan

The Fed eral Sub si dized Stafford Loan is based on dem on strated
need. While the stu dent is en rolled at least half time, pay ment on
the prin ci ple is de ferred and the fed eral gov ern ment pays in ter -
est.  In ter est will be gin to ac crue when a bor rower en ters re pay -
ment. In ter est rates vary an nu ally. The rate for 2015-16 is 4.29%. 

Com ple tion of the Free Ap pli ca tion for Fed eral Stu dent Aid
(FAFSA) is re quired for par tic i pa tion in the Fed eral Sub si dized
Stafford Loan Pro gram.

An nual max i mums for sub si dized Fed eral Stafford Loans 
are:

Fresh man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
Soph o more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,500
Ju nior/Se nior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,500

Fed eral Unsubsidized Stafford Loan

The Fed eral Unsubsidized Stafford Loan is not based on need.
Pay ment on the prin ci pal is de ferred while the stu dent bor rower is
en rolled at least half time. In ter est is paid by the stu dent bor rower
through quar terly pay ments, or if a stu dent de sires it can be
added daily to the prin ci pal, to be re paid when the stu dent ceases
to be en rolled. In ter est rates vary an nu ally. The rate for 2015-16 is 
4.29%. 

Com ple tion of the FAFSA is re quired for par tic i pa tion in the
Fed eral Unsubsidized Stafford Loan pro gram.
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An nual max i mums for the Unsubsidized Stafford Loans
are:

De pend ent Fresh man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,500
De pend ent Soph o more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,500
De pend ent Ju nior/Se nior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500
In de pend ent Fresh man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,500
In de pend ent Soph o more. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,500
In de pend ent Ju nior/Se nior . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,500
Note that the max i mums in clude both sub si dized and unsubsidized 
loans. For ex am ple, an in de pend ent fresh man who re ceives a $3,500 
sub si dized loan can bor row no more than $6,000 in unsubsidized loan.

Life time loan lim its for all Stafford Sub si dized and 
Unsubsidized Loans are:

De pend ent un der grad u ate . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31,000
In de pend ent un der grad u ate . . . . . . . . . . . . $57,500

Fed eral PLUS Loan

The Fed eral PLUS Loan Pro gram (Par ent Loan for Un der grad u -
ate Stu dents) is for par ents of de pend ent un der grad u ate stu -
dents. A credit check is re quired and will be con ducted by the loan
servicer. The max i mum amount that can be bor rowed is the lesser 
of the cost of ed u ca tion or the dif fer ence be tween the cost of ed u -
ca tion and any out side re sources and/or fi nan cial aid re ceived. In -
ter est rates vary an nu ally. The rate for 2015-16 is 6.84%.
Re pay ment be gins 60 days af ter the loan is fully dis bursed. Com -
ple tion of the FAFSA is re quired for par tic i pa tion in the PLUS Pro -
gram.

STU DENT EM PLOY MENT

The Stu dent Em ploy ment Of fice pro vides re sources for stu dents
seek ing part–time and sum mer em ploy ment op por tu ni ties
through out their ca reers at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. Var i ous
types of po si tions are avail able, both on–cam pus and off–cam -
pus. Stu dents in ter ested in em ploy ment af ter grad u a tion will find
as sis tance through Ca reer Ser vices and Place ment. 

Stu dents who qual ify for fi nan cial aid through the fed eral
Work–Study Pro grams will find job op por tu ni ties listed on the Ca -
reer Ser vices Web site, MySpartanCareer, for jobs lo cated both
on–cam pus and off–cam pus. 

A stu dent who plans to work will need to pro vide iden ti fi ca tion
and an orig i nal So cial Se cu rity card in or der to com plete the W–4
and I–9 forms to com ply with fed eral laws. A com plete list of ac -
cept able doc u ments and more spe cific in for ma tion is avail able at
Ca reer Services,  113 Stu dent Ser vices Bui ld ing,
1-517-355-9510.

Be sides list ing job op por tu ni ties, Ca reer Services of fers many
other ser vices and re sources to stu dents dur ing their ca reers at
Mich i gan State University.  Ser vices in clude work shops of fered
through out the year to aid stu dents in their job searches, re sume
critiquing, ad vis ing about spe cific as pects of jobs searches and
em ploy ment, a ca reer–re lated re fer ral ser vice for paid in tern -
ships, on–cam pus in ter view ing for sum mer po si tions, and a sum -
mer Em ploy ment Fair, held ev ery Feb ru ary.

OTHER STATE AND FED ERAL PRO GRAMS
OF FI NAN CIAL AS SIS TANCE

These pro grams are not ad min is tered di rectly by Mich i gan State
Uni ver sity. How ever, the university will on re quest, cer tify  stu -
dents re ceiv ing awards un der these pro grams  with the ap pro pri -
ate agency. 

Brief de scrip tions of the pro grams are given be low and ad di -
tional in for ma tion can be ob tained from the agency in di cated or
from the Vet eran Cer tif i ca tion Sec tion, Of fice of the Reg is trar,
150 Ad min is tra tion Build ing.

State of Mich i gan

Mich i gan In dian Tu i tion Waiver

To qual ify a stu dent must be cer ti fied by the Mich i gan De part ment
of Civil Rights as a mem ber of a fed er ally rec og nized tribe, and be
a le gal res i dent of the State of Mich i gan for not less than 12 con -
sec u tive months. This pro gram cov ers only res i dent tu i tion for
any postsecondary–level course work, part–time or full–time.
Fur ther in for ma tion con cern ing qual i fi ca tions and ap pli ca tion pro -
ce dures is avail able by con tact ing the Of fice of Fi nan cial Aid.

Mich i gan Pub lic Act 245 (as amended)

A per son not un der 16 and not over 22 years of age who has been
a res i dent of this state for 12 months and who is the child of a
Mich i gan vet eran of the armed forces of the United States who
was killed in ac tion or died from other causes dur ing a war or war
con di tion in which the United States has been, is, or may here af -
ter be a par tic i pant, or who as a re sult of war time ser vice has
since died or is to tally dis abled, or who as a re sult of war time ser -
vice was to tally dis abled be fore death from any cause or who is of -
fi cially listed by the United States gov ern ment as miss ing in ac tion 
in a for eign coun try, may be el i gi ble for ed u ca tional as sis tance un -
der this act. In quiries and ap pli ca tion should be made with the
Mich i gan Vet erans' Trust Fund, Ot tawa Street Build ing, N. Tower,
P. O. Box 30026, Lan sing, Mich i gan 48909.

Po lice Of fi cer's and Fire Fighter's Sur vi vor Tu i tion Act
Pub lic Act 195 of 1996

Pub lic Act 195 of 1996 pro vides for the waiver of tu i tion at pub lic
uni ver si ties for the sur viv ing spouse and chil dren of Mich i gan po -
lice of fi cers and fire fight ers killed in the line of duty. Tu i tion will be
cov ered for el i gi ble sur vi vors en rolled in an un der grad u ate de -
gree pro gram. In quiries and ap pli ca tion should be made with the
Sur vi vor Tu i tion Pro gram, Stu dent Schol ar ships and Grants toll
free at 1-888-447-2687.

Mich i gan Vet erans Trust Fund

Tem po rary as sis tance granted by the Mich i gan Vet er ans Trust
Fund (MVTF) for emer gen cies or hard ships is avail able to el i gi ble
war time vet er ans, and their fam i lies, re sid ing in the state. Ad di -
tional in for ma tion is avail able at www.mich i gan.gov/ssg.

Mich i gan Re ha bil i ta tion Ser vices

Fi nan cial as sis tance to per sons who have a dis abil ity that has in -
ter fered with or may in ter fere with the in di vid ual's job per for -
mance should con tact the Mich i gan Re ha bil i ta tion Ser vices,
Li cens ing and Reg u la tory Affairs, Box 30010, Lan sing, Mich i gan
48909 or 1-800-605-6722.

United States Gov ern ment

Vet er ans Ed u ca tion Ben e fits

The Vet er ans Ad min is tra tion (VA) of fers a num ber of pro grams to
those who have served, as well as to el i gi ble sur vi vors and de -
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pend ents of vet er ans. A brief sum mary of each pro gram is listed
be low.

The Post-9/11 GI Bill
The Post-9/11 GI Bill pro vides up to 36 months of ed u ca tion
ben e fits to those who have served on ac tive duty af ter Sep -
tem ber 10, 2001. These ben e fits can be used only at in sti tu -
tions of higher learn ing within 15 years from the date of last
dis charge from ac tive duty.

Mont gom ery GI Bill - Ac tive Duty (Chap ter 30)
The MGIB-Ac tive Duty pro gram pro vides up to 36 months of
ed u ca tion ben e fits to those who have served on ac tive duty.

Mont gom ery GI Bill - Se lected Re serve (Chap ter 1606)
The MGIB-Se lected Re serve pro gram may be avail able to
mem bers of the Se lected Re serve. The Se lected Re serve in -
cludes the Army Re serve, Navy Re serve, Air Force Re serve, 
Ma rine Corps Re serve and Coast Guard Re serve, and the
Army Na tional Guard and the Air Na tional Guard.

Re serve Ed u ca tional As sis tance Pro gram
(Chap ter 1607)
The Re serve Ed u ca tional As sis tance Pro gram (REAP) is a
De part ment of De fense ed u ca tion ben e fit pro gram de signed
to pro vide ed u ca tional as sis tance to mem bers of the Re -
serve com po nents called or or dered to ac tive duty in re -
sponse to a war or na tional emer gency (con tin gency
op er a tion) as de clared by the Pres i dent or Con gress. This
pro gram makes cer tain re serv ists who were ac ti vated for at
least 90 days af ter Sep tem ber 11, 2001 ei ther el i gi ble for ed -
u ca tion ben e fits or el i gi ble for in creased ben e fits.

De pend ents’ Ed u ca tional As sis tance Pro gram
(Chap ter 35)
The De pend ents' Ed u ca tional As sis tance Pro gram (DEA)
pro vides ed u ca tion and train ing op por tu ni ties to el i gi ble de -
pend ents of vet er ans who are per ma nently and to tally dis -
abled due to a ser vice-re lated con di tion, or who died while on 
ac tive duty or as a re sult of a ser vice re lated con di tion. The
pro gram of fers up to 45 months of ed u ca tion ben e fits.

Vet er ans’ Ed u ca tional As sis tance Pro gram (Chap ter 32)
The Vet er ans’ Ed u ca tional As sis tance Pro gram (VEAP) is
avail able if those who first en tered ac tive duty be tween Jan u -
ary 1, 1977 and June 30, 1985 and elected to make con tri bu -
tions from mil i tary pay to par tic i pate in this ed u ca tion ben e fit
pro gram. Contributions are matched on a $2 for $1 ba sis by
the U.S. Gov ern ment. 

Tu to rial As sis tance for Per sons Re ceiv ing Vet er ans 
Ed u ca tional Al low ances
El i gi ble per sons may re ceive up to $100 a month up to a
max i mum of $1,200 for spe cial tu tor ing if de fi cient in a
course or courses. 

De part ment of Vet er ans Af fairs Work–Study Al low ance
El i gi ble vet er ans may ap ply di rectly with the De part ment of
Vet er ans Af fairs for the VA Work–Study Pro gram.

Stu dents ap proved for ed u ca tional as sis tance al low ances
should con tact a VA Cer ti fy ing Of fi cial, Of fice of the Reg is -
trar, 150 Ad min is tra tion Build ing.
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