
HISTORY AND AF FIL I A TION WITH MICH I GAN
STATE UNI VER SITY

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law rep re sents the func -
tional ac a demic in te gra tion and col lab o ra tion be tween a pri vate
law school and a Big Ten university. 

Founded in 1891, the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law
re mains one of the old est con tin u ously op er at ing in de pend ent law 
schools in the United States. The law school af fil i ated with Mich i -
gan State Uni ver sity in 1995 to ex tend its ac a demic ex cel lence
and of fer more in ter dis ci plin ary pro grams to its stu dents and to
pro vide Mich i gan State Uni ver sity with a law school fully ac cred -
ited by the Amer i can Bar As so ci a tion. The law school has been a
mem ber of the As so ci a tion of Amer i can Law Schools since 1946.
In 1997, the law school moved from De troit to its state-of-the-art
law build ing in the heart of Mich i gan State Uni ver sity’s East
Lansing campus.

Through the af fil i a tion, the pro grams and iden ti ties of the two in -
sti tu tions are aligned, and the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege
of Law fac ulty and stu dents are able to par tic i pate fully in Mich i gan 
State Uni ver sity ac a demic life. The name change and full ac a -
demic par tic i pa tion were ap proved by the law school’s Board of
Trust ees on April 14, 2004 and by the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity
Board of Trust ees on April 16, 2004 . The law school now fully par -
tic i pates in the same man ner as Mich i gan State Uni ver sity’s con -
stit u ent col leges, al though it re mains fi nan cially in de pend ent and
receives no state or Mich i gan State Uni ver sity funding.

Mis sion

The mis sion of the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law is to
pro vide a rig or ous ed u ca tional pro gram, pre par ing a di verse com -
mu nity of stu dents to be come lead ers in pri vate le gal prac tice,
busi ness and in dus try, gov ern ment ser vice, and le gal ed u ca tion.
The Law Col lege draws upon a cen tury of ser vice, an as so ci a tion

with a ma jor re search in sti tu tion, a com mit ment to broad ed u ca -
tional ac cess, schol arly ex cel lence, and ser vice to so ci ety.

The Law Col lege teaches core le gal skills, sup ple mented with
ac a demic con cen tra tions, spe cial ized pro grams, and schol arly
re search. The col lege stresses eth ics, good law yer ing, pro fes -
sion al ism, and ser vice. Con sis tent with these val ues, it in structs
stu dents in the arts of cli ent rep re sen ta tion and trial ad vo cacy,
and the ten ets of le gal prin ci ples, pri vate rights, and pub lic pol icy. 

The Law Col lege strives con tin u ously to strengthen ac a demic
qual ity in all of its pro grams and ac tiv i ties. The college is com mit -
ted to of fer ing op por tu ni ties for pro fes sional growth, in no va tion,
re search, and schol ar ship to its fac ulty. The faculty em braces its
man date to pro vide ex cel lence in in struc tion with sig nif i cant con -
tri bu tions to le gal re search, pub lic ser vice, and com mu nity out -
reach. The staff con trib utes ser vice, sup port, and cre ativ ity.

The Law Col lege as pires to pre serve its ed u ca tional her i tage
while seek ing sound in no va tion through a flex i ble and cre ative
pro gram of ac a demic growth, de vel op ment, and op por tu nity. The
college fos ters an en vi ron ment of trust, col le gi al ity, and in clu sion
for fac ulty, stu dents, and staff. 

Le gal Ed u ca tion

The Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law le gal ed u ca tion
pro gram lead ing to a Juris Doc tor (J.D.) degree is de signed to of -
fer in te grated learn ing, com bin ing the ory with prac tice. The Law
Col lege wants its grad u ates to be ready to prac tice law in
real-world set tings. This goal is ac com plished in and out of the
class room. The class room pro vides skill-based learn ing — es pe -
cially writ ing and ad vo cacy skills — and le gal the ory. Out of the
class room, ex pe ri en tial learn ing op por tu ni ties such as in tern -
ships, externships, and clin i cal ex pe ri ences pro vide op por tu ni ties 
to ap ply class room les sons. 

A dis tinc tion of an Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Law ed u ca tion is
the sub stan tive col lab o ra tion with other dis ci plines and pro grams
at Mich i gan State Uni ver sity. Col lege ar eas of fo cus and cer tif i -
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cate pro grams al low stu dents to build ex per tise in a spe cific area
of law, and in clude op por tu ni ties to take grad u ate-level courses
through out MSU. This in ter dis ci plin ary ap proach to le gal ed u ca -
tion re sults in a greater un der stand ing of how law is prac ticed in
so ci ety and how it af fects other dis ci plines. For those who wish to
take In te grated learn ing a step fur ther, dual-de gree pro grams al -
low stu dents to earn both a law de gree and an other grad u ate de -
gree in four years. Of par tic u lar note is the dual-de gree pro gram
with the Uni ver sity of Ot tawa Fac ulty of Law, which en ables stu -
dents to earn the U.S. and Ca na dian  J.D. in four years. This pro -
gram pro vides a deeper understanding of international law and
practice in cross-border situations.

Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Law of fers other de gree op por tu ni -
ties:  The Mas ter of Laws (LL.M.) de gree is de signed for stu dents
who have earned their J.D., LL.B. or com pa ra ble law de gree.  
The Mas ter of Ju ris pru dence (M.J.) de gree is de signed for in di -
vid u als who do not have a law de gree, such as doc toral stu dents
in other dis ci plines, policymakers, gov ern ment of fi cials, busi ness
ex ec u tives, in tel lec tual prop erty agents, jour nal ists, me dia pro -
fes sion als, sci en tists and com puter pro gram mers. The Mas ter of
Ju ris pru dence (M.J.) de gree in Le gal Doc trine and Anal y sis is de -
signed for stu dents who have met the ad mis sion cri te ria for the
J.D. de gree and have suc cess fully com pleted the first-year re -
quired J.D. cur ric u lum.

Juris Doc tor

Ad mis sion

Ad mis sion to the J.D. pro gram is based on the fol low ing:
1. ap pli cant's ac a demic re cord; 
2. ap pli cant's Law School Ad mis sion Test (LSAT) score; 
3. ap pli cant's pro fes sional ac com plish ments; and 
4. rec om men da tions from per sons with knowl edge of the ap pli -

cant’s ca pa bil ity to par tic i pate in a rig or ous pro fes sional-level 
ac a demic program.

The ad mis sions pro cess iden ti fies in di vid u als who have the po -
ten tial to ex cel in their le gal stud ies and the prac tice of law. In or -
der to be con sid ered for fall-term ad mis sion, an applicant must:
1. pos sess a bach e lor’s de gree from an ac cred ited col lege or

uni ver sity prior to en roll ment;
2. cre ate an ac count with the Law School Ad mis sion Coun cil

(LSAC), reg is ter for and com plete the Law School Ad mis sion 
Test (LSAT), and sign up for the Cre den tial As sem bly
Service;

3. pro vide an of fi cial tran script to the LSAC for each un der grad -
u ate and grad u ate in sti tu tion attended;

4. sub mit two let ters of rec om men da tion or eval u a tions to the
LSAC (up to four let ters/eval u a tions will be accepted);

5. sub mit an ap pli ca tion fee (con tact the Mich i gan State Uni ver -
sity Col lege of Law Of fice of Ad mis sions to re quest a fee
waiver if you are un able, for fi nan cial rea sons, to pro vide this
fee;

6. sub mit a re sume of up to two pages;
7. sub mit a per sonal state ment of up to three pages;
8. sub mit a sup ple men tal state ment if you re spond in the af fir -

ma tive to any ques tions in the Char ac ter and Fit ness sec tion
of the application.

An ap pli cant file will not be re viewed un til all ma te ri als are re -
ceived by the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law Of fice of
Ad mis sions and are re viewed on a “roll ing” ba sis. 

Of the 88 credit hours needed to grad u ate with a Juris Doc tor
(JD) de gree, 32 credit hours are re quired courses, and con sist of
the fol low ing:

CREDITS
LAW 500C Con sti tu tional Law I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 500F Crim i nal Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 500Q Pro fes sional Re spon si bil ity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 500G Prop erty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 500R Torts I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 530A Civil Pro ce dure I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 530B Con tracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 530C Law yers and Ethics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
LAW 530F Con tract Ne go ti a tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
LAW 530G Reg u la tory State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530J Ad vo cacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530K Foun da tions of Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
One of the fol low ing:
LAW 530D Re search, Writ ing and Anal y sis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530E Re search, Writ ing and Anal y sis: In tel lec tual Prop erty

Per spec tive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530N Re search, Writ ing, and Anal y sis: Crim i nal Law Per spec tive 2

In ad di tion to the re quired courses, stu dents must com plete at
least one course that in cludes in struc tion in pro fes sional skills
and a paper that sat is fies an up per-level writ ing re quire ment.
Both of these re quire ments may be com pleted any time af ter the
stu dent has suc cess fully com pleted 29 credit hours. A min i mum
2.0 cu mu la tive grade-point av er age must be earned to satisy de -
gree re quire ments. Stu dents have 56 credit hours of elec tive
courses to gain a more gen er al ized le gal ed u ca tion, which may
be used to ful fill the re quire ments for a cer tif i cate or con cen tra tion 
pro gram. Com plete in for ma tion about con cen tra tions can be
found by vis it ing www.law.msu.edu. The fol low ing con cen tra tions 
are avail able:

In dig e nous Law
(1) All of the fol low ing courses:

LAW 635A Ad vanced Top ics in In dian Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 635B Federal Law and Indian Tribes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 635C State, Tribal, and Local Taxation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

(2) Six cred its from the fol low ing:
LAW 501D De ce dents’ Es tates and Trusts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 501E Secured Transactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 532 Administrative Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 541E Family Law I: Marriage and Divorce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 550 Conflict of Laws. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 579G Federal Jurisdiction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 616B Criminal Procedure I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

(3) Com plete a 3-credit Ex pe ri en tial Learn ing ex pe ri ence.

Trial Prac tice
All of the fol low ing courses:
LAW 532 Ad min is tra tive Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 616B Criminal Procedure I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 623A Trial Practice Institute: Theatrical Skills – Ad vo cacy

as a Performing Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
LAW 623B Trial Practice Institute: Pretrial I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 623C Trial Practice Institute : Pretrial II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 623D Trial Practice Institute : Trial I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 623E Trial Practice Institute : Trial II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 623F Trial Practice Institute: Forensic Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 623G Tech nol ogy En hanced Trial Ad vo cacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Stu dents in the Trial Prac tice con cen tra tion may not re ceive credit to wards
the re quire ments of the Juris Doc tor de gree for the fol low ing courses: Law
587B, 587C, 590A, 591A, 617A, and 617B. The con tent of these courses are 
du pli cate of the con tent of courses re quired for the Trial Prac tice con cen tra -
tion.

Full-and Part-time Pro grams

The Amer i can Bar As so ci a tion (ABA) sets re quire ments for the
study of law at all of the law schools it has ac cred ited. The res i -
dency re quire ment states that stu dents must at tend classes a
pre scribed num ber of days and weeks. Full-time stu dents at the
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law com plete their J.D. de -
gree in three years. A stu dent may ac cel er ate by com plet ing
some course work in the sum mer. The time limit for the com ple -
tion of the re quire ments for the J.D. de gree is seven cal en dar
years from the date of en roll ment in the first courses in cluded for
de gree cer tif i ca tion. The de gree may not be com pleted in less
than two cal en dar years. 
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Full-time Pro gram

The Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law full-time pro gram is
de signed for stu dents who can de vote most of their time to the
study of law. By def i ni tion, full-time stu dents do not hold em ploy -
ment that re quires them to work more than 20 hours a week or
have other com mit ments which pre clude them from fo cus ing ex -
clu sively on their le gal stud ies. Classes are held at vary ing times
be tween 8:00 a.m. and 9:45 p.m., Mon day through Fri day, and a
nor mal course load is 14 to 16 credit hours per se mes ter. 

Part-time Pro gram

The Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Col lege of Law part-time day op -
tion of fers a flex i ble al ter na tive to our full-time pro gram. Stu dents
who elect this op tion can cus tom ize their sched ules to fit their
needs. Stu dents who pur sue this op tion ei ther work more than 20
hours per week or have other com mit ments that are not con du -
cive for full-time study.

Sum mer Ses sion

Both full- and part-time stu dents may en roll in a seven-week sum -
mer ses sion. Most sum mer pro gram courses re quire prior le gal
ed u ca tion. Stu dents who have not com pleted the first-year cur ric -
u lum may be lim ited in their course se lec tion be cause they may
not sat isfy course pre req ui sites. 

Mas ter of Laws Pro grams

The Mas ter of Laws (LL.M.) and Mas ter of Ju ris pru dence (M.J.)
pro grams are open to both do mes tic and in ter na tional stu dents.
Par tic i pants may en roll on ei ther a full-time or part-time ba sis.

The LL.M. pro gram pro vides a rig or ous ac a demic pro gram to
ad vance the le gal train ing of those who al ready hold a J.D., LL.B.
or an equiv a lent law de gree. The M.J. pro gram pro vides an equiv -
a lent ac a demic pro gram, with out the op por tu nity for licensure to
prac tice law, for stu dents who do not have a law de gree.

The M.J. in Le gal Doc trine and Anal y sis is only of fered af ter a
stu dent has suc cess fully com pleted the first-year re quired J.D.
cur ric u lum.

Ad mis sion

Ad mis sion to the LL.M. or M.J. pro gram, with the ex cep tion of the
M.J. in Le gal Doc trine and Anal y sis, is based on the:
1. ap pli cants ac a demic re cord;
2. ap pli cants pro fes sional ac com plish ments; and
3. rec om men da tions from per sons with knowl edge of the ap pli -

cant’s ca pa bil ity to par tic i pate in a rig or ous grad u ate-level
ac a demic program.

Ap pli cants must sub mit all of the fol low ing items:
1. a brief state ment of in ter est in the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity’s 

Col lege of Law LL.M. or M.J. pro gram. The state ment may be 
one or two pages in length and should be a sam ple of pro fes -
sional writ ing suf fi cient to dem on strate com pre hen sion of
writ ing skills in Eng lish.

2. two or more let ters of rec om men da tion.
3. tran scripts in di cat ing de grees earned. Un of fi cial tran scripts

may be sent with your ap pli ca tion, how ever of fi cial tran -
scripts must be re ceived prior to en roll ment. If the tran scripts
are not in Eng lish, the tran scripts must be trans lated and cer -
ti fied or no ta rized. Tran script in for ma tion will be ver i fied for
the Col lege of Law by an in de pend ent tran script eval u a tion
ser vice.

4. the scores from an Eng lish Lan guage Pro fi ciency test, such
as the Test of Eng lish as a For eign Lan guage (TOEFL), the
Pearson Test of Eng lish Ac a demic (PTE A), or the In ter na -

tional Eng lish Lan guage Test ing Sys tem (IELTS). Un of fi cial
test re sults may be sent; how ever, of fi cial scores must be re -
ceived prior to en roll ment.

In ter na tional ap pli cants must pro vide ev i dence of suf fi cient fi -
nan cial sup port to ful fill the pro gram, in clud ing tu i tion, books,
med i cal in sur ance and liv ing ex penses dur ing the pro gram, and
proof of medical insurance.

LL.M. and M.J. in Global Food Law

Both de gree pro grams are of fered en tirely on line and are de -
signed for work ing pro fes sion als in the food and ag ri cul ture in -
dus try, law, gov ern ment, and re lated ar eas who wish to en hance
their work ing knowl edge or toseek ca reers in the field of in ter na -
tional food law. Stu dents should have an earned Juris Doc tor
(J.D.), Bach e lor of Laws (LL.B.), or comparable law degree.

Ac a demic Re quire ments

All stu dents must com plete 24 cred its within five ac a demic years
with a 2.0 min i mum cu mu la tive grade-point average. Stu dents
who are pur su ing the M.J. de gree must com plete an ad di tional 2
cred its in item 3. below.

CRED ITS
1. All of the fol low ing courses (9 cred its):

LAW 810A Food Reg u la tion in the United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810D International Food Laws and Regulations. . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810K Ad min is tra tive Law: Fo cus on Food Safety and La bel ing 3

2. At least 15 cred its from the fol low ing courses:
LAW 512B In ter na tional Busi ness Trans ac tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 512K International Commercial Arbitration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 624 Directed Study. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810B Food Regulation in the European Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810C Food Regulation in Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810E Animal Health, World Trade, and Food Safety . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810F Codex Alimentarius: The World Food Code . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810G Food Regulation in Latin America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810J Food Regulation in Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810M Regulation of Agricultural Production and Marketing . . . 3
LAW 810N Survey of Intellectual Property in Agriculture . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810P Biotechnology Law and Food Products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810Q Global Risk Regulation – Food Focus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 810R United States Food Imports: Process, Reg u la tions, 

and Food Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Ad di tional courses may be ap proved by the As so ci ate Dean for Grad u -
ate and In ter na tional Pro grams and Di rec tor of the Global Food Law
Pro gram.

3. Stu dents who are pur su ing the M.J. de gree must com plete an ad di tional
 2 cred its in the following course:
LAW 807A Foun da tions of Law and Le gal Re search . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

LL.M. and M.J. in In tel lec tual Prop erty and
Com mu ni ca tions Law

Both de gree pro grams of fer ad vanced course work in a full range
of in tel lec tual prop erty and com mu ni ca tions law. 

Stu dents are strongly en cour aged to de sign their own courses
of study with the as sis tance of their fac ulty ad vi sors. The LL.M.
and M.J. cur ric u lum in cludes a wide va ri ety of courses and
seminars.

Ac a demic Re quire ments

All stu dents must com plete 24 cred its within two fall and spring
se mes ters with a 2.0 min i mum cu mu la tive grade-point average. A 
lon ger time pe riod may be granted with a waiver.

CREDITS
1. The fol low ing course:

LAW 804 Com mon Law Re search, Writ ing and Ad vo cacy. . . . . . . 3
Stu dents who have a Juris Doc tor de gree are not re quired to com plete
this course.

2. A min i mum of two courses from the fol low ing:
LAW 533B Copy right Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 533K Patent Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 533N Trademark and Unfair Com pe ti tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 533Q Communications Law and Policy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
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3. At least 14 cred its of course work in In tel lec tual Prop erty and
Communication from a list of approved courses maintained in the
Michigan State University College of Law.

4. Ad di tional cred its from courses listed be low to meet the re quire ment of
24 cred its. Courses used above may not be used to ful fill this
requirement.
LAW 504 An ti trust Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 520 Entertainment Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533A Advanced Patent Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533C Cyber Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 533D E-Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 533E International Intellectual Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533F Licensing Intellectual Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533G Media Law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533J Patent Application Preparation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533R Patent Litigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 533Z Intellectual Property and Cultural Protection. . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 534 Biotechnology and Pharmacy Patents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 535D Intellectual Property Survey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 551B Constitutional Law Topics: Free Expression . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 558S Biotechnology Law Sem i nar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 609 Sports Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 624 Directed Study. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 to 4
LAW 625A Law Externship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 630T Great Lakes First Amendment Law Clinic I . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Ad di tional rel e vant MSU Law or MSU courses may be used with ap -
proval by the stu dent’s fac ulty ad vi sor.

5. Stu dents whose Eng lish lan guage skills fall be low a de fined level may be 
re quired to com plete an ad di tional 6 cred its in the fol low ing courses:
LAW 804C Ad vo cacy for For eign-Ed u cated Law yers . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 804D Read ing Com pre hen sion Skills for For eign Law yers . . . 3

LL.M. and M.J. in the Amer i can Le gal Sys tem

For many at tor neys around the world, the suc cess ful prac tice of
law re quires an un der stand ing of the Amer i can le gal sys tem. The
LL.M. pro gram in the Amer i can Le gal Sys tem is de signed for for -
eign-ed u cated law yers who want to ad vance their ca reers with
knowl edge of the laws and reg u la tions of the United States. The
M.J. is de signed for in di vid u als who do not have a law de gree,
who will use the knowl edge to aid in un der stand ing le gal prin ci -
ples used in their pro fes sion, busi ness or home coun tries.

Ac a demic Re quire ments

All stu dents must com plete 24 cred its within two ac a demic years
with a 2.0 min i mum cu mu la tive grade-point average. A lon ger
time pe riod may be granted with a waiver. Stu dents pur su ing the
M.J. de gree must com plete 27 cred its.

CREDITS
1. The fol low ing course:

LAW 804 Com mon Law Re search, Writ ing and Ad vo cacy. . . . . . . 3
2. Three of the fol low ing courses:

LAW 500F Crim i nal Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 500R Torts I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 616B Criminal Procedure I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 805 Civil Litigation Practice and Procedure for For eign

Lawyers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 806A American Constitutional Law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Ad di tional rel e vant MSU Law courses may be used with ap proval by the
student’s faculty advisor.

3. Ad di tional cred its in courses to meet the re quire ment of 24 cred its.
Courses used above may not be used to fulfill this requirement.
Students should consult their faculty advisor for a list of approved
courses.

Stu dents whose English language skills fall below a defined level may
be required to take the following courses:
LAW 804A Le gal Eng lish I for For eign Law yers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 804B Le gal Eng lish II for For eign Law yers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4. Stu dents pur su ing the M.J. de gree must com plete the fol low ing course:
LAW 807A Foun da tions of Law and Le gal Re search . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

M.J. in Le gal Doc trine and Anal y sis

This pro gram is de signed to give cur rent J.D. stu dents the op por -
tu nity to re ceive the M.J. de gree af ter suc cess fully com plet ing the 
first-year J.D. cur ric u lum. Stu dents may con tinue in the J.D. pro -
gram or exit early with the award of the M.J. degree.

Ad mis sion

Stu dents must meet the ad mis sion cri te ria for the Juris Doc tor
(J.D.).

Ac a demic Re quire ments

CREDITS
All stu dents must com plete 30 cred its of the fol low ing:
LAW 500C Con sti tu tional Law I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 500F Criminal Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
LAW 500G Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 500R Torts I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 530A Civil Procedure I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 530B Contracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
LAW 530C Lawyers and Ethics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
LAW 530F Contract Negotiation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
LAW 530G Regulatory State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530J Advocacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530K Foundations of Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
One of the following courses:
LAW 530D Research, Writing and Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530E Research, Writing and Analysis: Intellectual Prop erty

Perspective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
LAW 530N Re search, Writ ing and Anal y sis: Crim i nal Law Per spec tive . 2

4
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